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wJhSSJ J Hefired for abort M seconds 

Naharim,. Jordan \feritey ..... , _ at the schooichildrenunril he 

Tb* East was plunged hepacSd 

yesterday mto a new crisis. of to pat a fresh c%af anummi- 
un foreseen prpporfibns, when . . tion. in his rifle: The shoo tine 
a Jordanian soldier fired his took place in the so-called 
assault nfle at a group of Israeli , Island of Peace, at Nafaarim, on 
schoolgirls sightseeing in the - the Jordan; river, which is Jot- 


spov; 


a joraaman soldier fired his took place in the so-called 
assault nfle at a group of Israeli - Island of Peace, at Nafaarim, on 
^hoolgim sightseeing in the . the Jordan; river, which is Jor- 
Jordan valley, killing seven and daman teriitpiy but where Is- 
wounding sk. - . *•' • raelis are free to visit " 

. The murders follows period :• Tfaegnis, all aged between 12 
Of unprecedented strain in re- and 14, came from an Orthodox 
Iktions between Jordan and Is- Jewish school at Beit Shemesh, 

■ *hel, .and even- if- the- killer - wea_of Jerusalem, and were - 
proves to have been deranged,: on, a Vthree-day . hus. tonr of . 
the masracrewfll further- poison northern -Israel the gn^ 
the. political atmosphere: JNot. screamed and. cried and. ran 
are yesterday’s killings Iflceiytp -away into the. bushes to hide,” 

saidHfla Ivri, J.4, later in hos- 
pitaL “Mary girls wereTburt'and;: 
. ^bkjody. Jwa^hit in theleg.1 saw . 

• the gufunamHewas a bad guy 
with_bigeye$. Lskwagiriwho 

' tras hit in the shoulder. She . 
' rolled ' over: In the bushes and : 
‘Stopped breathing. 1 " 

Kzngflussein of Jordan, who 
wason an official visit to Spain. 

•' saldjie would immediately fly 
home, postponing his meeting 
'■ -with ^Pre^ieritBittC3mtaia heao: - 
.week. Hesaidthekfllings had 
'afectedhimasifthebuDetshad 
N been fired “at ine and my sods . 
.'^od daughters*. In Washington, ^ 
Mr CEnton safclit wasa “sense- 
r Jessdemalof aiuthre for these -, 

• chfldren’’; .• ■ 

' Rdarionsbetwoesi farad and 

be an end ofthc bloodshed; in- Jordan were already deterio- . 
rchdooshetw^ Isr^and lher ‘.rating. At the weekend, King . ; 
Arabs, one !atiip<Ay. is 'osuadly Hussein wrote ■ an tfogry tetter- 





's?*^ 


answered- by another, . V" ' 

■ .The kflfinjpof the children 
was cold-blooded and unpro- 
voked. “He started shooting 
from a nearby full and- raritor 
wards the.chfldren, stfll firing 


Isr^^^^^-Ministor, saving 1 
that as aiesult of his pohdesr 
Arabs andlsraeliswere “fast 
sliding towards an . abyss of 
bloodshed, .and disaster’”. 




until he was only about a me- 1 - Several facaefr ministers yes- 
tre away,* 7 said an eyewitness., terfayaccused Kir® Hussein of 
“He was aiming at the head He creating the. atmosphere in. 
wanted tip kill.” “ - , ' which the attack. atHaharim 

The schoolgirls had crossed - : : : took place. \ 
the Jordan river over an old However, Israeli and Jordan 


Israeli schooigiris moum the death of seven of their friends, gunned down by a Jordanian soldier as they stepped from a bus in the Jordan Valley Photograph: foab Lemmer/AFP 


Bailey bridge, passing through' 
old minefields, and bad just got 
out of their bus amid fields of' 
yellow mustard when the gun- 
man, a 26-year-okJ army driver, 
identified as Ahmed. Mousa, 
opened fire. 


officers manning the border 
posts at- Naharan yesterday; 
were keen to show that' they . 
..were still co-operating. • 
General Ua Dayan, the Is- 
rael commander cm the West 
Bank and in the Jordan valley. 


crossed into Jordan; to visit 
. some of the wounded girls who 
had been taken to hospital in 
the nearby village of Sbuma. 
“This is a wann frohrier in the 
.good sense,” said one Israeli 
officer. 

But there were more covert' 
signs that relations . were 
strained A Jordan captain man- 
ning a checkpoint through 


which the girls had passed ad- 
mitted he and bis men had been 


Israeli Fbreign Minister, said: 
“Who knows how many of these 


told to hand in their ammiini- gun-toting lunatics are waiting 
tion clips. One Israeli witness for the green fight in the form 
claimed Jordanian soldiers at of a remark in which Israel is be- 


daimed Jordanian soldiers at 
first “stood around” and did 
nothing when the shooting be- 
gan. Others said that at first the 
Jordanians would not allow 
Israeli first aid teams to enter 
their territory. David Levy; the 


of a remark in which Israel is be- 
ing described in the way it is 
being described today.” 

The shooting took place on 
a piece of land which nad been 
heavily fortified prior to the Is- 
raeli- Jordanian peace treaty of 


1994. Al the crossing point into 
Jordan, there are still the re- 
mains of concrete pillboxes 
with machine-gun slits, a blown 
bridge and red notices with a 
skull and crusbones. warning of 
mines in Arabic. Hebrew and 
English. When the peace treat)’ 
was signed. Jordan gained sov- 
ereignty but Israelis could farm 
the land and visit as tourists. 


The massacre prompted 
some to draw analogies with 
Baruch Goldstein, the Israeli 
army reserve captain who three 
years ago in Hebron fired into 
"the backs of Palestinian wor- 
shippers in Hebron, killing 29. 

"This place is full of crazy 
people, ~ said an Israeli army 
colonel, commanding a reserve 
unit on a hilltop at Naharim. 


The killing will increase the 
sense of crisis in the region. It 
may relieve the international 
pressure on Mr Netanyahu not 
to build a Jewish settlement at 
Har Homa, in Jerusalem. Noth- 
ing is known of Ahmed Mous- 
sa. the gunman, other than he 
came from a nearby Jordanian 
town and had been posted to 
the border this year. 


Navy sails in as Albania collapses 


Two Royal Navy destroyers 
weresteaming towards the Al- 
banian coast last night as the - 
Ckiwrnmdptpa^wred to rescue 
about .120 British nationals 
trapped in tfaeimfoiiiyilrtppecr 
country. The HMS Bfrnmg- 
ham and HMS &w^ swi^ 
into action after officials post- . ■ 
posed an attempMo evacuate 
the- stranded Britons by ate. .. 

is extremely dffiaut to get 
anything in by air,"a BanajgnOf-v 
fice spokesman said. ^Thcre 
ampeople pinning around the . 


probably with Western "assis- 
; tance, or face the wrath of his 


ingandiefcaas.” y-. 

■. WftltiPiesideni Safi Berisbas 

soldierrapd police having sur- 
rcndcredcontrol of most towns 
lo dviSaqs turned ; with stolen 
guns, ft appeared. thatthe Al- 
banian leader faced fittlecboice 
lastTiighthul to flee his country, 

- v ... » 


QUICKLY 


fliai some offals fimrityw^ evac- 
uated on a fepyboufid far Italy 
yest earday. Some 400 fore ign ere, 

- including 330 Italians, were evac- 
uated by helicopter from Durres 
on to Italian naval vessels in tb e 
AdriatipT jSeai US forces were 
preparing to rescue about 2,000 
Ameticans in Albania. - 
Across virtually Jhe whole 
coantry, it has become a case of 
-.every man for himself an d for 
-.every man a, gun. “It was &re un- 
til two days ago, and then they 
parted rardingthe armouri^” 
raid Gaenor . Hall, a British 
rmasmnar y basaJin the north-' 
era town of Rishazrez. “There’3 
a lot of anarch, a lor of peo- 

hercdlle^^ 

. Trim Hudsoa • 



EMMA DALY 
iu Tirana 


• Most police appear to have 
pulled out of Tirana, aBdraaioy 
conscripts have deserted their 
positions: In Elbasan, an indus- 
trial town in a valley near Tirana, 
a mob attacked two large mili- 
tary bases on the edge of town 
at about,-8p®Q car Wednesday 
night, and. the soldiers simply 
withdrew, lire garrison's com- 
mander, stiH in uniform, was in 
tears yesterday morning as peo- 
ple streamed past him carrying 


. H Boys as young 
as'8and9 
brandished rifles, 
adding to the 
terrifying sense 
of lawlessness 9 


rifles, machine-guns, uniforms 
and gas masks. Boys as young as 
8 ana 9 brandished rifles and 
hauled ammunition boxes, 
adding to the terrifying sense of 
lawlessness. 

As looters ransacked military 
supplies at will, a building 
smouldered in the distance. “1 
don’t think people here want 


any political party. We’re 
against Berisha because he took 
our money,” said Ilir Kamami 
an Elbasan resident. 

At the headquarters of a tank 
division, half a mile away, dormi- 
lory buildings were ablaze as gyp- 
sies hoisted tables, chairs and 
cupboards on to horse-drawn 
carts. Hundreds of other locals for- 
aged for guns, and all around, ewiy 
minute, was the aaddeof gunfire, 
meaningless but dangerous. 

The new caretaker govern- 
ment, formed to appease rebels 
in southern Albania, does not 
appear to control anything. 
Tirana airport is out of gov- 
ernment hands and, although 
neither the army nor police 
seem to want a fight, gangsters 
are making tbe most of inis tu- 
multuous period of mob rule. 

The capital's streets were 
quiet yesterday afternoon, save 


for the rattle of occasional gun- 
fire. As night fell, groups of 
armed civilians began to move 
freely around the city and the 
gunfire became more frequenL 

Du ring the southern uprising 
of the past 10 days, gunmen have 
to some extent policed the anti- 
Berisba mutiny sparked last 
month by the collapse of corrupt 
investment schemes. The gun- 
men have formed blockades, 
checked documents and hound- 
ed out secret policemen. 

But in towns such as El- 
basan, where guns are now sell- 
ing at S5 (£3) a piece, public 
order has all but disintegrated. 
“This is the spirit of Albania, 
bom of the eagle. They like this.” 
one man said pointing at a small 
boy with a gas-mask and a gun. 
Further reporting by Adrian 
Hadland 

Andrew Gum be I, page 18 


Fol low 
the 
ball... 


Labour has a-25-poim lead flue- 
day’s HaerspoB for The hkie- 
peweriii iKath. sewn^ weeks ontfl 
toe geat^tdectioD. It is on 52 
parr ajnL.riDfr point lower titan 
last weefc'spoiJ. The Tbries.aie 
ihree dasiLOii 27per cent, ana 
ihe^ ^ Liberal Democrats up 4 to. 
14 percent; Rage* 


Bonuses lost in NatWest scandal 


Sontb^”Bains* dubbedJhe 
worttftj^jfrBntaia, ispianmng 
to cat^nish-hotjr rail services 
fromfe summer schedules, ^ 


by Tht-Independetis: 


MichaelHaTlson / ' 

.The Serious Jfond Office was 
last night standing by to go into 
NatWest after bonuses worth 
^m apiettweredodeedfrom 
a handful df executh’es overa 
sca ndal In investment bank- . 
foe arm. • j • •. '• ■ 

^he Bamk of Ei^ahdand - 
City regulators were also being 
kept informed ' as it emerged 

that the aflair has left a X90m •' 
blacfc hole fo NatWe^ Markets. ; 
The losses.cfente round the nris- 
- wriringofa btHHplex financial in- 


strument known as interest rate 

options'. 

Four senior employees of 
NatWest Markets were yester- 


ing fiirmer mgitiries by lawyers 
and forensic' accountants 
brought fo by the bank. 

Meanwhile. £Sm in bonuses 
due to a small group of execu- 
tives in its debt derivatives busi- 
ness, thought to number about 
eight , wilf not now be paid 

The chief executive of 
NatWest Markets, Martin 
Owen, has also agreed to for- 


go £200.000 of his £500,000 
annual bonus for last year as “an 
act of leadership.” 

The trader responsible for the 
loss, Kyriacos Papouis, has al- 
ready left NatWest and his im- 
mediate boss has also been 
suspended. A spokeswoman 
for the SFO said last night: 
“NatWest and its professional 
advisers have been m touch with 
us concerning their review of 
NatWest Markets interest rate 
options trading. We are moni- 
toring, the situation and are ra 
touch with the regulators but we 


have not yet begun an investi- 
gation." 

The internal investigation 
has not uncovered any evi- 
dence that the mispricing was 
carried out for personal gain. 
But investigators have estab- 
lished that the trades in ques- 
tion were transferred between 
different accounts, making 
them more difficult to detect, 
NatWest said the practice 
had been going on since late 
1994 but had “only come to 
light this February. 

Reports, page 20 
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Vietnamese woman fined 
£2,000 for rhino horn cures 

A Vietnamese woman was lined £2,000 yesterday for selling herbal 
remedies made from the powdered bones of endangered species 
from a shop in Portsmouth. Hampshire. 

In the first prosecution of its kind in Britain, Bang Hue Thi, 32, 
admitted stocking laryngitis pills containing rhino horn and sticky 
plasters made up of tiger and leopard bones. She bought the items 
in Hong Kong for about £500. intending to sell them to the 
Chinese com mu nicy in the Portsmouth area for a total profit of 
£200. the city’s magistrates were told. 

She was arrested after police raided her shop - Sun Hung Chang 
- and found 12 boxes of the laryngitis pills and more than 400 
packets of sticky plasters. Thi admitted four charges under the 
con irol-in-lrade -of-en dangers d- species regulations. 

Royal no-show fuels election fever 

The Queen's non-appearance at the Cheltenham Gold Cup 
yesterday fuelled speculation that the Prime Minister was on his 
way to Downing Street to seek the dissolution of Parliament for a 
genera] election on 1 May. 

Instead. John Major will put his troops on an election footing in 
a speech at the Tory Party Central Council in Bath tomorrow but is 
not expected to announce the date until next week. 

The alarm was so high that, according to one JTN source, ITN 
scrambled a helicopter to hover over the Prime Minister’s route to 
the Palace to capture the historic footage. ITN last night said it was 
not on a special job; it was on the way back from Portland and was 
“taking shots for use in future reports”. Colin Brown 

Ban plan for sex abuser NHS staff 

A review of powers lo impose a lifetime ban on NHS staff who 
have committed child abuse, rape and murder, was announced 
Iasi night by Stephen Dorrell. the Secretary of State for Health and 
Employment. 

The Department of Health said last night: “There has been 
concern over recent months that there is no power to impose life 
bans on nurses or other staff who have carried out serious offences 
such as rape, murder or acts of paedophilia.” Colin Brown 

BBC braces for parties’ poll carping 

The BBC is braced for legal 
action over its coverage of the 
genera] election even before 
the election has been called. 

Sir Christopher Bland, 
chairman of the BBC’s board 
of governors, told the 
Broadcasting Press Guild 
yesterday he expects legal 
challenges from small parties. 
He blamed loosely drawn 
regulations for leaving the way 
open to parties with a gripe to 
seek judicial review. 

The Referendum Party is already taking legal advice concerning 
its entitlement to election broadcasts. Paul McCann 

Mirror group roaches record profits 

Mirror Group, which has a 46.4 per cent stake in Newspaper 
Publishing, owner of The Independent, yesterday posted record 
profits of £82.2m for 1996,- up 6.6 per cenL Operating losses at The 
Independent and its sister title the Independent on Sunday were cut 
by 43 per cent while revenue rose almost 13 percent. 



Mirror Group said The Independent's losses were at least half 
s Sunday stabl 

Analysts reckon that the Guardian/Obsenvr racked up lossesof 


those of the Guardian and its Sunday stablemate, the Observer. 


about £llm last vear. 


Patrick Tooher 
Minor Group results, page 21 
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Sister Nlrmala: Said to have been virtually unanbrioup choice to;iead 



be the new 


S ister Nlrmala, a sweet-faced nun wh&grew up 
in an Indian army family of the highest Hindu caste 
and left everything tojoki the MssioraiBS of Char- 
ily, was elected Superior General of the order yester- 
day after six weeks of deliberation. She will be the 
sucessor to the frail Mother Teresa, 83, who retains 
the title of Mother General. 

“God will give me the courage to carry out our work 
with the guidance of Mother ’{Gresa,’ 1 she tokl reporters 
at the Missionaries of Charity headquarters m Calcutta. 
“Please pray for me." 

"Personally, I befeve that tire sisters, after long de- 
liberation, fwwe chosen file best combination of spi- 
fituai motivator and administrator,” said Navfn Chawla, 
an Indian civil servant who wrote a biography of the 
Nobel Peace laureate and frequently vrsfls her missions. 
"She has warmth and faith, and comes dose to the 
only role model that they’ve had for the last 50 years. 

In Calcutta, garlands of chrysanthemums, jasmine, 
and roses arrived at the door of the Mother House, 
where the order’s 1 26 most senior nuns had been clois- 
tered since their return from a spiritual retreat in the 
West Bengal countryside. 

Nirmala, who normally spends half her day in prayer 
as head of the Contemplative Wing, leads devotees 
to express spirituality, but has also proved to be an 
exacting manager while directing an early mission in 
Panama, and in later posts in Europe and the US. 
Though 63, she looks a decade younger, and is con- 




y -mrsm 



B _ k »; : _2 _ ry yvji _ im . 

often wfreeledMbmer Yeresajo 


n7 ;Nlrmala'] , v . 

prayerssincalhexiun's detarioraffligT^tydc^^iand^!; 
tkm, «tfte r th ree heat attacks; has 1 wracked he^ Wiflt 
acute bade pains: Mothbr Teresa, yyfiofoiwded lwi^^ 
derln 1d47 to shelter Galp^ 
and allow them a dignity In clea^ ^airBdA^p^pei^^^ 
mission to step down in 4990,' BtjTwasjj wKwsljf 
reeeledpd. As head# the Wissfonar&Sf&f eharfty’Sisf 
ter Ntnrialarlheforrtter Mfely JqsW.^Slpvgbi^w aroub , 
ti-national organization with 517- ceriiSaear^EiKf 
world. JAore than “4000nurts kibfuf trirtUjfedjB&^^aris 
staff Die orphanages, Aids fiospfceb; jnentaWrariias, ^ 
and bade medical diroc^atongs^nw 
unteers, - .: . ; ’-7^. 

1 pray that she will beabte tocatfrjfoirt heirrjcSjyriW 1 • 
God’s blessings." Mother Teresa t^ igjbrters^a^ef 
the near^inanlrooi^choice 

Relatives ofSister Nlrmalaexpressed pride and joy 
over her sefectibjvand said sheriesarved the honour 
because of hersamificas; “We ate very hapf)£”.fia^ 
jendra Prasad Joshi.tfte nun's ypuriger brother, said> 
in the Nepafi'capftal KathmandUL .' - 
Sister RederidL. who had beenconddered onebf 


was elected the secbrictrahlffng nun, said: ’^Gpd is 
ways working butthebestth&ig for" us." 

Jan McGlrk,New DetM^ 
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You're never too busy to get 
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Cashback Plus Mortgage from 
(«%) Woolwich Direct, borrow up to 75% 
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>0UR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO MOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT 


Hong Kong gives 
vote of confidence 
in Governor 

He may be running a lame-duck adminis- 
tration, and tiie Chinese government may 
regard him as the Whore of the East and 
a Triple Violator, but the people of Hong 
Kong like Chris Patten. 

The last Governor of Hong Kong ap- 
pears to be achieving a higher level of 
satisfaction than his successor, Tung 
Chee-hwa, who will head the first post- 
colonial government. 

A public opinion survey released yes- 
terday shows that 58 per cent of those 
questioned were "somewhat satisfied” 
with Mr Patten's performance, compared 
with 46 per cent who expressed a similar 
view about Mr Tung. 

However, the Governor also appears to 
annoy more people than Mr Tung, as 26 
per cent of those in the survey declared 
themselves to be "somewhat dissatisfied” 
with his performance, compared to only 
19 per cent who held this opinion about 
his successor. 

The survey results are surprising be- 
cause Mr Tung appeared to be riding 
high in the polls following his appoint- 
ment by Peking last year. 

This poll of 546 people was taken last 
month, at a time when Mr Tung was un- 
der fire for supporting the watering down 
of human rights legislation which other 
polls found to be a cause for losing pop- 
ular support. 

The poll was conducted by the Hong 
Kong Transition Project, the most thor- 
ough opinion tracking survey of popular 
attitudes towards the transition from 
British to Chinese rule. Michael DeGoiyer, 



the project's director, is not convinced - 
that the latest results show that Mr Tung 
is unpopular. He says the real message is 
that one in five people have yet to make 
up their minds about their new leader. 

He is, however, certain that it will be 
“very difficult for the incoming govern- 
ment to turn around and blame Its prede- 
cessor” for problems it is lately to face. 
Satisfaction with the current government 
Is higher than at any time since 1993. 
Seventy-three per cent of those ques- 
tioned declared themselves to be happy 
with the outgoing administration, along- 
side a record 90 per cent who were satis- 
fied with their lives in Hong Kong. 

Perhaps sensing that he needs to polish, 
his image a little, Mr Tung has hired Irene 
Yau to run his media relations. Mrs Yau, in- 
cidentally, ran the information department 
of Chris Patten's administration until this 
week. Steven Vines, Hong Kor£ 


‘Russian gang 5 link to Cosby murder 


One man was under arrest yesterday and 
two other people were being questioned 
by police investigating the murder of Bill 
Cosby's son. The arrest resulted from a 
tip that “a Russian gang member” was in- 
volved, according to media reports in Los 
Angeles- 

Prosecutors are expected to tile mur- 
der charges against the suspect soon, 
police chief Willie Williams told a late- 
night news conference. When the arrest 
was made in the San Fernando Valley on 
Wednesday night, investigators seized 


evidence linking the man to the roadside 
killing of Ennis Cosby on 16 January, . 
said Mr Williams. He did not give the 
man's name, but said he is believed to be 
a Los Angeles resident 
The death of Mr Cosby, 27, a doctoral 
candidate in special education at Colum- 
bia University, prompted a huge public 
outpouring of sympathy. He was shot to 
death while changing a flat tyre on his 
Mercedes convertible near a freeway of- 
framp in a prosperous area. 

AP r Los Angeles 
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MEDICINE 

Medical researchers accept 
funding from tobacco firms 

Medical researchers have accepted funding from the tobacco 
industry for almost 300 projects in recent ^ Sf I ^S^ medical 

organisations. A survey by the WeHcorae That dwwsjhai the 
tobacco manufacturers spent at least £1 9m on biomedical research 
between 1988 and 1994, resulting in 269 research papers. 

The trust’s survey was prompted by the furore summer when 

ft was revealed foat Industries, owner of Bnnsh American 

Tobacco, was funding a Medical Research Council unit in 
Newcastle and a chair at Cambridge Univeraty. 

“Not only is smoking tobacco harmful to health but there is a 
belief thanhe companies will attempt to sUte»» researcher^ ^wnose 
findings are unMlatableT said Dr Grant Lewison, from tnetrust s - 
Unit-for Policy Research m Sdence and Medfome. * 

He. cites the example of a scientist in the US who was rom that 
his research funds would be cut off if he published his results, 
which showed that inhaling cigarette smoke caused throat cancer m 
certain animals - a threat that was carried out after publication. 

Dr Sandy Macara, chairman ctf the British Medial Assoaatiw- 

said: “It is a sign of how desperate researches are for fun ding- o ut 

there is no such thing as a free lunch." Annabel Fammao 

TECHNOLOGY 

Virtual Tinseltown on the horizon 

Highly paid screen actors could ultimately find themselves being 
replaced - by romputer software. The prospect of what artors 

migh t view as Nightmare hi Tinsel Town was raised at a film and 
television conference in Glasgow yesterday. Scientists at G**** 3 
University have already made an experimental 10-minute short, 
Rendezvous in Montreal, in which a computer-generated Humphrey 
Bogart and Marilyn Monroe conduct an affair. 

Yesterday, Professor Robin Baber of Ravens bourne College, 
Kent, an expert on computer-generated images and film 
technology, told the Robotbc 97 Screen Wizards festival that if 
Hollywood derided to throw money at the concept, virtual actors, 
or “vactors”, could become a reality in two or thr ee years . 

What would be seen by filmgoers would not be computer- 
controlled mmlri< or robots, but “actors” 1 created In 3-D form on a 
computer screen, which is then filmed. Prof Baker views this as the 
next logical step in the development of screen technology. Similar 
techniques were used by Hollywood. “Tf yon think of Toy Story 
(below), you are not all that for away from it," he said. 


i. 



WHITEHALL 

Parliamentary committees blocked 

Parliamentaiy select committees are being kept in the dark by 
Government departments, MPs were told yesterday. Condemning 
as “unacceptable" the refusal of Whitehall to give access to key 
civil service witnesses, a report from the Commons Liaison 
Committee added: “It is in the area of provision of documents that 
most dificulties have arisen. 

"There is a basic problem facing committees in so far as they are 
not always aware of the information and documents available in 
departments which are germane to their inquiries. Some 
committees have complained of the diffic ulties in discerning the 
existence of documents. 

"It should be the duty of departments to ensure that select 
committees are furnished with any important information which 
appears to be relevant to their inquiries without waiting to be 
asked for it specifically.” 

Unison Committee, First Report; session 1996-97. The Work of ' 
Select Committees. Vol 1, HC 323-L Stationery Office, £14.70. 

Anthony Bevins 

HEALTH 

Blood clot risk from HRT 

Women on hormone replacement therapy face an increased risk of - 
blood dots in the legs and lungs during their first year 
treatment, a study reveals todayL The risk is highest during the 
first six months when a woman using HRT is four or five times 
more likely to suffer dots than a non-user. This falls to a three- 
fold greater risk after six months. After ayeaq the risk to HRT 
users is no more than it is for non-users. 

Spanish researchers studied medical records of nearly 350,000 
UK women aged 50-79. The type of treatment - high or low dose, 
pills or patches ■ did not appear to make any difference to the 
results. 

The findings by doctors from Novartis Pharmaceuticals. 
Barcelona, and Universidad Compln tense, Madrid, were published 1 
today in the British MetRcal JoumaL 

In a separate study; researchers in Finland found that people 
donating Mood may well be doing themselves a service, as well as 
helping tbe NHS. Analysis of 2,700 middle-aged men showed that •• 
giving blood could reduce tbe risk of heart attack by as modi as 86 
per cent The medranism could be the result of depletion of the 
body’s iron reserves, say the researchers from the University of 
Kuopio, also writing in the British Medical JoumaL 

Annabel Ferriman 
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SPACE 

Fresh evidence for life dn Mars 

Evidence that Mats once fostered life, at least m microbial form, is . 
supported by two papers published in the journal Science today. 

The findings are likely to spark intense debate in Houston, Tfexas, 
□ext week, when an international gathe ring of geochemists and 
biologists have set aside two days of a week-long conference - 
programme solely to debate remits from examination of samples 
from the meteorite ALH84001. ". .. 

The first paper, by a team from the California Institute of . ■■■ 

Technology, found that magnetic grains inside the meteorite' cooled 
in the presence of a strong magnetic field on Mars about 4 billion 
years ago, bui were not reheated. This would back up the theory 
pot forward last August by Nasa scientists, who suggested that 
carbonaceous deposits were formed by living organisms, rather 
thanhi^j-temperaturereactions. . - 

The second paper, which examines. the ratios of carbon isotopes 
within the carbonate deposits, also suggests they were formed at 
tow temperarures. “Everytlring we see is consistent with biological 
activity.” said John Valley, a geochemist at the University of 
Wisconan-Madison. “Though Z still wouldn’t rule out . low- ' 
temperature inorganic processes. We have not proven that this 
represents life on Mars; but we have disproved the hjgh- 
temperatnre hypothesis.” ... . . .. Charles Arthur 



NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 4:L2% of _ 
theraw materi al for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 - 
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to cut rush-hour services 


aH£sgj& 


EXCLUSIVE 


■ South Hampshire in the ‘peak 


Tra ms, clubbed the 
w?na Ine in the country, is plan- 

K®^“L r ^ h ? Ur . s ? re iccs, 


i?iBS 3 BS?T i r i 

The company, which has al- 

39 trains from its 
daily timetables after laying off 

* Per cent ofthe 

workft»t:e - will also replay 


tough trains in the rush hour 
wth connecting services,forc- : 
wg passengers lo change at 
stations in order to get Jo 
. their destination; 

• SY^ owned -by the stage- 
coach .bus company* runs the • 
laigesi commuter service and 
was theftst line to be privatised. 

According to its “Ham Ser- 
vice Proporais , VSWTpiaiie“to 
rationalise tiwlocal service in 


Trains to be scrapped in- 
clude the 7.33am Eastleigh-to- 
- Portsmouth and' the busy af- 
ternoon Tide from Portsmouth 
to Southampton. The propos- 
als also mean late-nigfal pas- 
sengers between Portsmouth 
and .Southampton wffl face a 
change of tram it Eastleigh. An- 
other late service from Eastleigh 
to Portsmouth wffl be dropped 
from the. timetable. 


Many stations will also be 
dropped from the company’s 
summer timetable. The 7.15am 
train from Lymington Pier to 
Waterloo will only go as far as 
Brockenhursl, which will cost 
die commuter towns erf Asfaurst, 
Totton and Redbridge a service 
into London. 

The moves come into force 
with the summer timetable in 
June and have been agreed by 
Opraf, the office of passenger 
franchising which let the service. 


and Rm I track, the company 
which co-ordinales the sched- 
ules between rail firms. 

Rail-passenger groups said 
their warnings had been ig- 
nored. “These services were 
not protected by the ‘passenger- 
servrcc requirements’ and hence 
wc have seen them cut as we 
predicted," said a spokesman 
for the Railway Development 
Society. Both the passenger 
watchdog, the rail-users con- 
sultative committee, and 


Hampshire county council ob- 
jected to the chances. Insiders 
said there was little time to 
gauge public reaction because 
nf the rush ui get the propos- 
als accepted. 

The proposals which wen.* 
condemned yesterdav by Op- 
position MPs and passenger 
groups and come u week after 
rail enthusiasts claimed private 
firms in the South of England 
had cut trains and failed to meet 
agreed targets for late depar- 


tures and excessive joumev 
times. “What wc are beginning 
to see is the extent of the cut- 
backs which companies are im- 
posing on travellers in a mad 
rush u» cut the grant from the 

government and push up their 
profits,’* said Jonathan Brav. a 
spokesman for Save Our Rail- 
ways. an anti-rail privatisation 
lobby group. 

The Labour Pam said that 
the “franchising director is on 
his last ride." 


A spokesman for Glenda 
Jackson, Labour's junior trans- 
port spokesman, said: “Rail 
services are now disintegrating 
as rapidly as the Government- 
Ministers need to step in and 
control the monster they have 
created." 

A spokeswoman for SWT 
said last night: "Some services 
have been cm in a bid to reduce 
over-crowding on trains in the 
London area." 

Hazardous journey, page 24 
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Cousin is actually called Brett 
T v - •. :~Xr Allen,” replied Mr McCatium, 

“Brett Allen is irinocCht^ the faintly amused. 1 "Apparently 
billboards have been'sereammg . they are being driven crazy by 
-yet another miscarriage of jus- . seeing then, name, up every- 






W I-?'-' 



i ff A/ 

± -WM . 

, : ' '/'&*&. -V 


bee, perhaps, a man wronged? 

The name has been embfe- 
zoned ofl biiUfliiigs ail overtire 
country mudr to tbe bemose- 


where. Vi^ve gone for. it big 
timer to raise the profile ofthe 
aathorJ" "... • 

. ‘T wouldn't like to be the real 


Literary reflectibn: The real Brett Alim (above) at the launch of the book The Final Judgement; and, left, the promotional poster by Saatchi and Saatchi Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


ment of Bmt Allen, thersti^eia.. 'Brett Allen!” exclaimed- the 
from StAfbaoswfao hasbeconre real .Mr Allen. Mr McCallom 


,?es biocte 


entangled in- a promotional - 
campaign for anbwnoveL 
■ Yesterday* tiie reaT Brett 
Alien (sanefocefoh&ce^mtiithe 
publisher of a.book whose ad- 
vertising campaign takes- he 
name in vsiin. . . ?■; f- 

“Who is Brett AHen?” he 
Ibsked the marketing direciorof- 
Random House. *Jt*s a Action- 
al character- a woman,” came 
Mark McCaliunj'sTepIy. .. ■" 
“Is there a real BretiAilea?” 
he continued. “Somebody’s 


“He was supposed to J>e 


anonymously urged to take up 
the case. 

Yesterday it was revealed 
that it was aD part of a Saatchi 
andSaaccfu’s campaign to prt> 


saving his life has been made a ; mote The Final Judgement, in 
misery by this," heremariced ca- which a woman called Brett 


:suaOyi,. v 

Mr Alien had come to Lon- 
don to dear his name. Fosters 
-have been plastered on walls 
omridefaw courts. police sta- 
tions and railway stations to give 
the impression of a subversive 
prisoner protest campaign The 
words were beamed mto the sky 
for the whole of London to see. 
and crime correspondents were 


Alien is accused of the murder 
of her boyfriend. 

But in raising the profile of 
their best-selling American au- 
thor, Richard North Patterson, 
Random House has inadver- 
tently trodden on the toes of the 
20-year-old psychology gradu- 
ate with tite same name. 

“Obviously I want to disas- 
sociate myself from it Because 


Tm an honest guy 1 don’t real- 
ly want anyone to mistake me 
tor being a criminal." 

He first beard about the 
campaign from his uncle who 
had seen a poster at Waterloo 
Station. “I thought he was wind- 
ing me up at first- but then he 
sounded quite serious. My dad 
was concerned.” 

“If it had been ‘Brett Allen 
is great* or ‘Brett Alien is cool’ 
I wouldn’t have minded that Or 
even ‘Who is Brett Alien?' -that 
would have been OK." 

Whilst he hopes that it wifi 
work in his favour, his brush 
with fame has already alerted 


him to its price. “I've had calls 
from people who I don’t know. 
You look at the colour display 
and it’s a withheld number. It 
becomes a bit sinister." 

And the paranoia has begun 
to creep in. Tm kind of wor- 
ried that to a certain extent it’s 
some kind of premonition for 


the future. I'm a little supersti- 
tious. Il could come true. Thai's 
lurking in the deep recesses of 
my mind." 

Saatchi and Saatchi was de- 
lighted to hear of Mr Allen's ex- 
istence. “1 do think it’s an 
excellent twist that there's a real 
Brett Allen out there." said a 


spokeswoman- “It’s quite amaz- 
ing that it's affected him enough 
to call you. Obviously the cam- 
paign must be provoking some 
interest." 

And when Mr McCaUum 
heard that he had in fact been 
speaking to the real Mr .Allen, 
he was surprised of “the likeli- 


hood that ultimately someone 
had the time even to say, ‘Hey. 
that's me’." 

He dismissed any suggestion 
that Mr Allen may suffer from 
the publicity. “I really would be 
very surprised if it had any 
particular impact on his life,” he 
said. 
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a noses oner oouqi 
to young homeless 


Now you can collect 
pounds, not points 


bficote Veash 
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As Agnes and Rachel sit cat the 
concrete step talking to 23-- 
year-old Oiriss the London sky 
brightens. The two women, one ' 
from West Africa, The other 
iSrom Devon five tfrousands of 
’miles apart bin. they havea com- 
mon purpose: helping young 

• ; ■ k people oft the streets and back -. 
■ into society. 

Tamale is an impoverished - 
city in north Ghaiu^ where ' 
Agnes Chiravira. 38, is -cp -ot- - . 
dmalorofa project which help®, 
children - some as young as 
three , but -most in their early 
teens - foget off the streets and 
back into, the mainstream 
cormnunffy. ■ 

Bade in. Britain, 39-year-old . 
Rachel Crane works at the 
London Connection, a day cen- 
tre for homeless yotmg people 
which offers advice, support 
and a warm place to meet for 
achat. 

Both prefects are heavily 
funded by Comic Relief, which 
has raised £1 12m for disadvan- 
taged people In Britain and 
Africa since-xomedt'an Lenny 
Henry jfiist . introduced Red 
Noseljaywrieycaisago-. . 
v The pair 2 ffeabout to embark 
* on a lOniay . partnerslttp, in 

which tiwyynK«swp stories and 

adviefl/pfikitp tips and discuss " 
the proWetas.ofhelping yo ung . 

people vrftiMie homeless. 

“I am atnaied at the s®*' 

lariliesfJcsweenlKnDelessneas in 

Britain'/and .Ghana," sa? 1 ? 
Rachd. ^Tlftcausessre® tohe 
so simflarr TTtere is often the 
trauma, of family break-up aj 1 
the grip erf pewerty. Hometes^; 
ness is v the; same the world 

On fit S i n f e ction, th e pro b- 
^ lemsof with the home-, . 

* kss in Bthiaii and Ghana seem 
i^e quitosmiJar, but fcwould : 

. be na&eipsay ibaithings are 



Nosing along: The actors Rupert Graves and Tara 
pfegerald dressed up for Comic Reiters Red Nose Day 


^W5?> ce 9SKEX her vounssteis are somehow “It just aboutextreme pover- 

leinsof paling with the SL htSc than Ibeir HngGsh . fy We have no welfare system 

teainBrilimaixiGtoasc™ to*WofthediiWieDaKv«y 

lio bequilfesiaulmfabin -^—^j^^^tiidrogsandwe young when they are forced to 

be n^S>.say tiwlBungs are ^P^^poMemswithaJ- live on the streets.” 
wholly aSie. ^adren seem a lot ; By contrast, Britain shome- 

Agnes. whose nrjiey don’t shout' and less diiklren are generally old- 

U.4S Srt)ieat" She said.. er.TtouHedyou&sMoutof 


t daily basis, thtok* 


young when they are forced to 
live on the Streets,” 

; By contrast, Britain’s home- 
less children are generally old- 
er. Troubled youths fall out of 


social services care only when 
the reach 16. And illegal drugs, 
glue and alcohol are an easy way 
to escape the misery of failing 
in the sometimes judgmental 
eyes of family and society. 

Yet when Agnes sits down to 
talk to Chris, the differences in 
their background and experi- 
ence evaporate into the Spring 
air. . 

The young Glaswegian, who 
has been homeless for six years, 
is at first embarrassed to talk 
about hiscurrent situation, but 
as the African woman, unfa- 
miliar with the streets of Lon- 
don, puts her hand on his knee 
and stares into his bloodshot 
eyes, he starts to relax. 

“You just have to be positive 
because the rest of your life is 
before you," she tells Chris. “1 
say this to all my children. 
'Never give up hope and never 
say you are desperate’." 
Chris nods his head, appearing 
to agree whh this optimistic view 
of his life. 

The women have already 
derided to swap a couple of 
ideas. Agnes is particularly im- 
pressed with London Connec- 
tion’s cheap meals service and 
Rachel likes the concept of 
helping young homeless to set 
up titeir own artisan 
businesses. 

As we leave the young man, 
sitting on his step in the busy 
Soho street, Agnes turns round 
to look at him, “When I first 
started working with the chil- 
dren 1 used to cry every day ” 
she says with tears in her eyes. 
Perhaps thinf? w31.be the same 
in London after alL 
■ Events are taking place 
throughout the United King- 
dom in aid of Comic Relief to- 
day, including a celebrity fun 
run through the Gitv of Lon- 
don. a tripe-eating record at- 
tempt in West Yorkshire and a 
sponsored abseil down the 
Avon Gorge. The day culmi- 
nates in a seven-hour Comic 
Relief television special 
starting at 7pm on BBC1. 



Get on the ball with Britain's 
only money back credit card 


The new Alliance Sc Leicester Credit Card gives you 
money' back on every purchase, even’ year! There’s no 
other card like it in the U.K. today! 

Just look at all the advantages you enjoy: 

I money back on every purchase, every year 
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I free Purchase Protection 
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double money back. 
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Unfriendly berth as floating orison arrives from America 









Christian Wofcnar 

Westminster Correspondent - , 

The. police have been called in 
to investigate the run ning of 
Labonx-controlled Doncaster 
Gounod, after a critical report 
by the district auditor pub* 
Ished earlier this year. 

Investigations by South York- 
shire Police's Commercial 
Branch are thought to focus on 
the expenses claims of some 


It is not pretty; and It Is not wel- 
come. Britain's first floating 
prison for a century was yester- 
day inching its way into Portland 


Harbour on the Dorset coast. Rid- 
ing piggy-back on an ocean-going 
barge, the lOOft-tall HM Prison 
Weare, designed to hold 480 low- 


risk prisoners, made its grand en- 
trance at midday. There was no 
welcoming committee to greet 
what tiie Prison Service believes 


Is a solution to the overorawdh^ 
crisis. Residents of Portland were 
unenthusfastic yesterday at the 
ship’s arrival, claiming that It, 


combined with the peninsula's ex- 
isting two jails, the area was 
rapidly becoming a penal colony. 

Photograph: Brian Harris 


trips. The district auditor’s re- 
port drew attention to the fact 

that trips to various parts oftfae 

world, including China, Japan, 
Poland, Sweden and the Unit- 
ed States, appeared not to have 
been authorised, and had not 
been the subject of any reports 
about their purpose to other 
councillors. 

Yesterday, a police spokes- 
man said that officers were 
“analysing a number of docu- 
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meats ' 7 following a meeting 
with the district auditor but it 
was “too early to say whether 
there is any evidence of any 


committed”. 

' The news of the police in- 
vestigation came as it emerged 
that the scope of the district au- 
ditor’s inveaigations have been 

widened to indude the actions 
of several council officials who 
axe thought to have gone on 
overseas trips. Because of the 
police investigations, a second 
. report by die district auditor, 
scheduled to be published lat- 
er this month, will probably now 
not be issued until after die 


general election. The Labour 
Parly has also widened the 
scope erf its own enquiries into 
the affair. Neil Swan, a former 
coantiHor wbo has written to 
Tony Blair about his concerns 
rhat the council, was being run 
by a grrraTi group within the 
Labour party, called the Min- 
ers’ Community Group, has 
been told in response that the 
whole local party is being 
investigated. 

In response to his letter, Sal- 
ly Morgan, the bead of party li- 
aison, paid riwt “the procedure 
ami conduct of Doncaster Dis- 
trict are under scrutiny” . The 
Labour Party had previously 
been reluctant to say it was in- 
vestigating its councillors, argu- 
ing that it was awaiting the 
second report of the district 
auditor. 

However, Mr Blair's office has 
received a wide range of oom- 

and Min- 

ers' Gomumnity Group, and the 
party leader is known to be keen 
to ensure that Labour has a dean 
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MrSwan welcomed the par- 
ty’s investigation: “I don’t sup- 
pose they will do anything 
before the general election, but 
I hope that afterwards they arc 
going to throw a lot of prairie 
out of the parly to enable Don- 
caster to make a fresh start.” 

Last week, Peter Wfelsh, the 
leader of die council, and Ray 
StoddnU, the deputy leader, 
stood down form their posts be- 
cause of the atticisms in the 
report 
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Top-secret US spy plane 
crashed on British base 

SAS scrambled to protect aircraft, whose existence is officially denied 


Christopher Beflamy 

Defence Correspondent 

and Timothy Walker 


Aurora top-secret hypersonic spy-plane 


A top-secret United States spy- 
plane which flies on the edge of 
space ai five tunes the speed of 
sound crashed at the British ex- 
perimental airbase at Bos- 
combe Down, Ham pshire, in 
September 1994, according to 
a report in a leading mflhaiy avi- 
ation journal. The SAS, the re- 
port said, was scrambled to 
throw a cordon round the 
wreckage, which was flown back 
to the US two days later. 

The hypersonic reconnais- 
sance aircraft, called Astra or 
Aurora, is believed to have 
been developed in the 1 980s as 
a secret US government “black 
programme’'. 

Officially, the US denies the 
aircraft easts, although there 
have been many reports of mys- 
terious sonic booms and sight- 
ings. This is the first report of 
such an aircraft crashing. 

The British Ministry of Def- 
ence and the US Defense De- 
partment both denied the story 
yesterday but David Oliver, the 
editor otAir Forces Monthly, said 
that Royal Air Force officers had 
been among the sources in a two- 
year investigation of the incident, 
and that be was sure the report 
was true. 

“We have do doubt that an 
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incident did happen on the day 
in question and it has never 
been satisfactorily explained by 
the authorities”, Mr Oliver said 
yesterday. 

Air Forces Monthly is widely 
read in the MoD and in the de- 
fence industry, both in Britain 
and in the US. The report savs 
the Astra (Advanced Stealth Re- 
connaissance Aircraft), or AV- 
6, or Aurora, crashed during 
take off on runway 23 at 


Boscombe Down on the evening 
of 26 September 1994. London 
Air Traffic Control Centre was 
aicned that a serious incident 
had occurred. Later that night 
a witness reported seeing a tar- 
paulin screen around the front 
of the aircraft surrounded by a 
number of emergency vehicles. 
The witness said the rear section 
of the aircraft appeared to be 
raised, suggesting the nose- 
wbeel bad collapsed 


Witnesses also saw and pho- 
tographed men in plain clothes 
arriving during the night, who 
were later identified as SAS. 
The following day an Agusta 
109 helicopter - one of four cap- 
tured Argentine helicopters 
used exclusively by the special 
forces - arrived. “The SAS ar- 
rived twice”, Mr Oliver said. 

The wreckage was kept un- 
der a tarpaulin in the comer of 
a hangar but was seen by wit- 


nesses when the doors were 
opened to bring out a Bucca- 
neer aircraft. The next unusu- 
al event was the arrival of a 
giant C-5 Galaxy transport 
plane, which is believed to have 
flown the wreckage back to the 
US on 28 September. 

Reports of the new aircraft 
have been around for five years. 
In April 1992 a US radio ham 
intercepted a transmission from 
an aircraft descending from 
65,000 feet, a height only 
reached by the Sp3ce Shuttle 
and the Cold War spyplane the 
U2 Hater renamed TR1). Con- 
corde, the highest and fastest civ- 
il aircraft, flies at 59.000 feet. 

In August 1992 unexplained 
sonic booms were measured 
over the Netherlands, prompting 
questions in the Dutch parlia- 
ment. The path of the aircraft 
suggested it had flown from 
RAF Machrihanish on the 
north-west coast of Scotland 
In December that year The In- 
dependent reported claims by 
the crew of a boat in the North 
Sea that they had seen an Aurora 
and produced an artist’s imp- 
ression similar to the latest im- 
pression ia Air Forces Monthly. 

On other occasions radio 
hams intercepted transmissions 
from unidentified high-flying 
jets requesting permission to 
land al Machrihanish, though 
that airfield has now closed. 




We have the technology: Dr Kyberd with his robotic arm 


Photograph: Colin McPheison 
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arm ol' friendship 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 


• Robots -Were always meant to 
- lend a helping hand: and this 

one does., literally- ll is a robot 
prosthetic hand slrimg enopgh 
to hold a weight equivalent to 
, four kilogram bags of sugar, 
r which is sctf-cuntaiaed apart 
‘ from batteries and two printed 
’■ ‘ circuit boards. 

Built by a team at the 

• Nuffield Orthopaedic Centre 

• and the engineering science 
'V department at Oxford Univer- 

. shy, the hand is intended to re- 
"•place a human one and is 
’ - operated by sensing the mover 
mem of the muscles in the 
user's forearm. ' ' ' • 

“The roost important thing 


about a prosthetic is that it 
should be more like a pair of 
glasses than a hip replacement,” 
said Peter Kyberd, who helped 
develop the hand over the past 
three years. 

“It should be something you 
put on in the morning arid just 
wear. That you don't need train- 
ing to use.” . 

He is shown here operating 
the hand at the Rnbotix show 
in Glasgow's McLellan GaJ- 
: leries, where a huge variety of 
robots are on show for the next 
three days. 

A number of amputees in the 
Oxfordshire- area have already 
tried prototype versions of the 
hand, developed ai a cost of 
£127,000. Dr Kyberd thinks 
that, forthe moment, it is more 


effective to operate it via the 
muscles than by techniques re- 
quiring surgery, such as a direct 
attachment to the nerves that 
were linked to the hand. 

“Nerve attachment would be 
a huge invasion” he said. “This 
is better in that it just uses sur- 
face attachment: you tense mus- 
cles to close and open it, and to 
touch and to squeeze. If it feels 
that what it is touching is slip- 
ping, it will squeeze tighter.” 

The maximum that the hand 
can squeeze is roughly 425 kilo- 
grams. A normal hand can 
manage more than 10 times 
that amount -a range which Dr 
Kyberd says would be feasible 
for a robot band, “though it 
would nm the batter' :s down 
faster”. 
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W hen Treasury 

questions started 
yesterday, there was 
a strange form occupying 
three or four inches of green 
leather on the third Tory 
bench, something that really 
shouldn't have been there. 
Who was this hunched figure 
- the clothes banging loosely 
off the bone: a jacket draped 
from the scapulae, a pair of 
trousers covering femurs and 
humeri, a lank lock of hair 
flopping over the bare skull? 
Give the spectre a scythe, and 
the picture would be 
completed. 

That old thespian Michael 
Fabricant - usually drawn to 
any oelebrity or curiosity like 
a gaudy moth to a flame — 
suddenly learned the value of 
geographical discretion, and 
banished himself to a bench a 
long way away, from where 
he stared at Death with the 
round-eyed horror of a child. 

It was ousted Toiy rebel Sir 
George Gardiner, now the 
only representative on earth 
of Sir James Goldsmith and 
the Referendum party: a 
John the Baptist sent 
amongst us to tell of that 
which is yet to come. And 
this Baptist is weD-casL If he 
hasn't been dining only on 
locusts and ditch-water for 
twenty years, he sure looks as 
though he has. Except often 



’Til Death us 
do part . . . 


he doesn't finish the locusts. 

TWo rows in front of him, 
taking up enough space for 
five Gardiners, was his 
polar opposite, Ken Clarke. 
Ken has enough colour in 
his cheeks for two men; 
George would fail to lend 
hue to a paramecium. Ken 
likes going to jazz clubs; 
George enjoys funerals. Ken 
sinks pints of Federation ale; 
George sups bile from a 
broken glass. 

Disappointingly Death 
didn't stay. He'd bagged his 
place and would return to 
stalk even bigger prey. With 
Prime Minister’s questions 
coming, it wasn't the 
ventriloquist he was after, but 
the d ummy hims elf. While he 

popped back to the 
wilderness for a late lunch 
(root and two berries), the 
House filled up. 


But wait! Here was Sir 
George again, replenished; 
the last berry still visible half- 
way down his neck. There 
. was tumultuous applause, 

' except it was, of course, from 
the Labour benches, one of 
whom raised this emanation 
with the Chancellor. “I 
remember him as a 
passionate supporter of the 
European Movement," 
Clarke quipped, “but he has 
moved away from me". At 
this. Death raised his face to 
the heavens and made one of 
those exaggerated faces of 
disgust that - in boy's school 
- is occasioned by sudden, 
unpleasant smells. 

Here was the Prime 
Minister now, sitting down 
and having his shoulder 
tapped by Mr Fabricant. I 
couldn’t hear what was said, 
but I imagine that Mr F said: 


‘ “Fssltt! PM! Gardiner’s 
here!" And Major replied: 
“Get your tongue out of my 
ear, Fhbricantr 

Then Prime Minister’s 
questions began. And 
between each one. Sir 
George was plucked upwards 
as though by some hidden 
heavenly hand, only to 
subside agam T uncalled. It 
seemed as though his 
message was to doomed to go 
unh eard. Then, to a huge 
cheer from Labour, Speaker 
Betty called his name. Once 
more he rose, and - with a 
modest inclination at the 
pelvis - bowed to the 
multitude. 

In his not unpleasant voice, 
he referred to the campaign 
being run by the European 
Movement to scrap the 
pound, move to a federal 
Europe and slaughter the 
firstborn. Given that this 
organisation got money from 
the EU - and the EU got 
money from Britain, “how 
much of taxpayer's money 
has been laundered in this 
way?" 

Mr Major was undaunted. 
There was, he said 
innocently, “quite a lot of 
money available on both 
sides". That was it; questions 
were over - and Death 
rattled out, surrounded by 
silent Tory MPs. 
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Labour in 25 point lead 


as 


John Rentoul 



Labour main tains a 25-point 
lead in today's Harris poll for 
The Independent , as polling 
companies prepare for an elec- 
tion which wflJ test their new 
methods and their credibility. 

The party, on 52 per cent, is 
one point lower than in last 
week's poll, with the Conserv- 
atives down three on 27 per 
cent. Tbo much should not be 
read into these changes, which 
could partly reflect the shift in 
the liberal Democrat figure, np 
from 10 to 14 per cent - more 
in line with other polls. 

A poll by Opinion Research 
Business, a breakaway from 
Gallup, for yesterday’s Lon- 
don Evening Standard showed 
a similar Labour lead of 24 
points. The trend in polls is sig- 
nificant since the Winal South 
by-election two weeks ago. 
Comparing three post-Wirral 
polls frith the same polls before 
the by-election. Labour's lead 
widened by an average of five . 
points. 

With only seven weeks to go, 
a Tbry party official sounded a 
faintly despairing note: “The 
longer we delay the election, the 
more the gap will close.” 

John Major must hope that 
the polls are as wrong as they 
were last time - and more. In 
1992, the lories won by a mar- 
gin of 7.6 percentage points. 


THE INDEPENDENT 
HARRIS PHI | 


Voting intentions 


Labour ' 
Conservative - 
Libera! Democrat 
Others 


52% 

27% 

14% 

7% 


Tha Independentflianis Foil mails. 
Harris Research Interviewed 1,040 
adults face-to-face tn their homes 
between 7 February and 10 March. 

rather than the one-point 
average Labour lead shown by 
the final (minion polls. But it 
seems unlikely that they mil be 
as far out this tune. 

The debate among pollsters 
over the past five years has been 
occasionally bad-tempered and 
partly inconclusive. 

Most pollsters accepted that 
they would have to overban] 
their methods, with Nick Spar- 
row, of I CM. leading the way 
with instant research into the 
causes of the failure and ex- 
periments with new techniques. 
Bob Worcester, of MORI, was 
most defensive, bat MORI has 
also changed its methods. 

It enow generally agreed that 
there were four causes of the 
polls' error in 1992, although no 


one can’ say how important 
each one was. One h3s defi- 
nitely been solved; the other 
Three have been tackled in var- 
ious ways, but no one will know 
until 2 May how successful 
these changes have been. 
LOut-of-date census-type in- 
formation. All polls adjust then- 
findings to make np for the fact 
that they have interviewed too 
few men, too many pensioners, 
too few rich people, and so on. 
This is called weighting. In 
1992, the pollsters thought the 
electorate was more working 
class than it actually was. 
NOFs unweighted figures, for 
example, were more accurate 
than the figures they published. 

2. Late swing. Some voters 
changed their minds in the last 
few days last time, or on elec- 
tion day. The main movements 
were from Labour to Liberal 
Democrats, and from Lib Dems 
to Tories. This time all pollsters 
are likely to call back on the 
telephone, the day before 
polling day, to people they have 
already interviewed to check if 
they have switched, which will 
give dues to ary late swing. 

3. Stay-at-homes. Tbry voters 
were more likely to turn out last 


time : a factor hard to separate 
from a late swing. All the poll- 
steis can do this time is ask peo- 
ple bow certain they are lo vote, 
although all the evidence is that 
it is tiie lory vote, rather than 
Labour's, that is “soft". Our poll 
today finds 62. per cent of 
Labour voters “certain to vote", 
against 48 percent of Tories and 
35 per cent of Lib Dc ms. 

4. Sty Tories. This is the really 
tricky problem: in 1992.1uxyvot- 
erssuddenlydid not want lo take 
part in opinion polls or, if they 
did, tell pollsters how they would 
vote. We might guess That, with 
Margaret Thatcher gone, then; 
was no counterbalance to the faa 
that Tory voting had come to be 
seen as selfish or uncaring. With 
the Tories now breaking records 
for unpopularity, it is assumed 
that this “conspiracy of silence" 
still exists. 

It is difficult lo adjust for this, 
especially for those who refuse, 
to take part in opinion polls. But 
the evidence from large random 
surveys conducted over long 
periods is that roughly equal 
numbers of people remember 
voting Labour and Tbry at the 
last general election (people 
tend to revise their memories ac- 
cording to their present views). 
This might be a, way of check- 
ing the reliability of polls. 

In our poll today. Labour has 
a one-point lead in bow people 
say they voted in 1992. 


Lib Dems make youth crime vow 


Co&n Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Competition to be tough on 
crime between Michael 
Howard, the Home Secretary, 
and Jack Straw, his Labour 
shadow, was condemned as 
“obscene” by Alex Carlfle, the 
Liberal Democrat spokesman 
on home affairs. 

“It’s no more than a sort of 
spot the ball-and-cbain com- 
petition," Mr Carliie, who is 


standing down at the election, 
said on BBC radio. His 
remarks could mark a serious 
rift with Labour on its promised 
crackdown on law and order, if 
Labour wins the election. 

He accused the other parties 
of “demonianga generation^ by 
failing to come up with suitable - 
youth crime prevention policies 
and putting too many young 
people behind bars inappro- 
priately. “You see evidence 
time and time again that crim e 


prevention is foe way to keep 
prison numbers down, not lock- 
ing up more people in prisons. 
The evidence that prison works 
as a way of preventing people 
from committing crime simply . 
doesn’t exist,” Mr Carlfle said. 

His party promised to tack- 
le youth crime by ex panding 
community sentencing and es- 
tablishing targeted prevention 
.'schemes from an early age; 
and to stop the diversion of 
money from crime prevention 


to prison building under foe 
Crime and Sentencing Bill. 

Victims would be given a new 
deal under Liberal Democrat 
plans to introduce a restorative 
approach to justice, in some cas- 
es requiring offenders to com- 
pensate for foe damage caused 
to their victims. The party's 
manifesto will pledge- a review 
of sentencing. Money would be 
diverted from jails to concen- 
trate on preventing crime and 
increasing conviction rates. 
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Abrams 

Fpjitica I Correspondent 

Conservative Mp s f oughl a 
fierce, unsuccessful rearguard 
action to water down ihe dam- 
agiDg findings of a ParUamen- 
. tary inquiry on nursery vouchere 
; wfu cb was leaked to the Inde- 
pendent, ii emerged last night 
Details of how Tories on the 
House of Commons committee 
tried to wipe out every one of 
its most damaging conclusions 
emerged as the Prime Minister 
condemned theleak and as an 
inquiry was launched into how 
. it came about, 
r-v ^ ie ®“ Labour and Liberal 
Democrat - MPs on the com- 
mittee united to push itsjreport 
through, while two Consenra- 
- trves voted against it and four 
abstained. The report, which 
said the Prime Minister's flag- 
ship voucher scheme would be 
unukely to raise standards or in- 
crease parental choice and that 
it might force private nurseries 


to dose, is due to be published 
next weeki • " -• 

Mr Major said yesterday that 
■ he. felt “dismay that someone 
should have chosen to leak the 
report.” The voucher scheme 
had in creased choice .for -par- 
ents, he daimed. “Parents have 
choice specifically because of 
the voucher; scheme. Without 
the voucher scheme the only 


way to get a free nursery place 
would be to send your child to 
a state school” be said. 

. . However, it became dear 
that one of the few criticisms 
supported by Conservatives on 
the Education and Employ- 
ment Select Committee was 'in 
fact that the scheme squeezed 
private and voluntary providers 
rather than helping them. 


Graham Riddick. Conserv a- 
tive MP for Colne Valley, 
fought a loang battle to remove 
its most damaging findings as 
the committee finalised its 
report on Wednesday evening. 

He tabled amendments to its 
draft report which would have 
removed key criticisms and in- 
troduced congratulatory state- 
ments. Instead of saying the 


Staff-pupil ratios hit private sector 


Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent ' 

A private day nursery is threat- 
ening to take Norfolk County 
Council to court to' loosen 
tough restrictions on staffing ra- 
tios to help it'corapete with 
schools for nursery vouchers. 

- The move by Rainbow Day- 
care nursery at North Walsham 
in Norfolk - one of four pilot 
authorities for vouchers - will 
forth et embarrass the Govern- 


PRIME MINISTER’S QUESTIONS 

SCORING THE EXCHANGES 


THEMES OF THE DAY 


meat a day after the scheme was 
criticised by the Tory-led Edu- 
cation and Employment Select 
Committee. 

Private nurseries were among 
those expected to benefit from 
the vouchers, yet Rainbow 
claims it is losing out as schools 
“hoover up" four-year-olds. Its 
grievance, which it intends to 
take to the High Court, centres 
on a difference in the legal de- 
mands on private nurseries 
compared with schools over 


ratios of staff to children. While 
nurseries arc obliged to allow no 
more than eight children to each 
adult, schools are exempt. 

Most local authorities have 
changed primary' admissions 
policies to admit four-year-olds 
to reception classes, where the 
pupil-teacher ratio may be as 
high as 30:1. Parents are opting 
for schools over nurseries out 
of fear that their child could oth- 
erwise be denied a place at their 
chosen school at five. 


evidence was '■inconclusive*' on 
whether the scheme would have 
increased places, it would have 
welcomed the fact that it had 
“resulted in places for pre-fives 
in educational settings." 

On the quality of nursery 
lessons, Mr Riddick wanted to 
add that Qfsted reports gave 
■■significant grounds for opti- 
mism" despite the fact that 
most children would be in re- 
ception classes which might 
not provide proper nursery ed- 
ucation. He also wanted to 
delete criticisms of poor Eng- 
lish in Ofstcd's inspection re- 
ports and of the “considerable 
amount of work" which would 
be placed on teachers. 

Last night, the Conservative 
chairman of the committee, Sir 
Malcolm Thornton, said the 
committee was split over the re- 
port. and that he had used his 
chairman's casting vote twice 
during Wednesday's meeting - 
once against Labour and once 
against the Conservatives. 



Hard to swallow: Tories demanded praise for the nursery scheme Photograph: Bnan Harris 
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Thatcher’s aides 
deny faith in Blair 


CoGvrBrown 

Chief Political Cofrespondent 


Baroness Thatcher’s office last 
night tried to scotch reports that 
she privately believed Britain 
would be safe in the bands of 
the Labour leader; Tbny Blair. 

Lady Thatcher’s Eejforted 
remarks threatened fo under-, 
mine the Tory campaign warn- 
ing of “New Labour, New 
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Danger” with posters of Mr 
Blair with demonic eyes. 

A spokeswoman for Lady 
Thatcher said she had ho 
knowledge of the remarks, 
reported in adiaiyitemin The 
Times at the weekend by Peter 
Siotbard, the editor. 

. - MrStothard, who declined to 
* comment, -described an evening 
in dubland in January in which 
ah unnamed worried Tbiy from 
Gloucestershire had asked what 
Sort of prime minis ter- Mr Blair 
. would make. 

=,'* MrStothard quoted “averyse- 
morTbrf' replying; “Tbny Blair 
is a man who won't let Britain 
down.”.'. 

Tribune, the left-wing news- 
paper, today names the source 
as Baroness Thatcher. 

But 24 hours after angrily 
denying Lady Thatcher was 
acting -for Michael Portillo's 
leadership attempt to replace 
John Major, her office was 
forced to dismiss the Blair, re- 
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Finger food: Matt McLaughlin, head rider of the Lippanzer Horse Troupe, from Florida, rewards mount Conversano Bella Donna the 3rd of 
Clyde after rehearsals for last night's show at Wembley Arena, the opening venue for a nationwide tour Photograph: Kalpesh Lathigra 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affaire Editor . 

A key blow was struck against 
the Government's ban on gays 
in the military yesterday after a 
High Court judge sent the most 
critical challenge yet to the Eu- 
ropean Court of Justice. - 

A ruling in favour of a sacked 
naval medical assistant, Terry . 
Perkins, who claims Britain js 
breaking the EU Equal Treat- 
ment Directive, would mean the 
scrapping of the policy and 
could pave the way fox a mul- 
ti-million pound compensation 
bill for the Ministry of De- 
fence for the thousands of ho- 
mosexuals discharged from the 
forces over the past 20 years. 

Such a ruling would also 
force the Government to 


rhang R the law covering the pri- 
vate sector, creating the right for 
gays not to be discriminated 
a gains t in employment. 

In the wake of a recent Eu- 
ropean judgment giving trans- 
sexuals . protection from 
discriminati on at work, Mr Jus- 
tice Lighlman said the 
prospects of the Luxembourg 
court upholding Mr Perkins’ 
complaint were “significant'’ 
and sufficient to justify a 
reference to Europe. 

Mr Perkins, 28, was dis- 
charged in October 1995 after 
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vice following a tip-off to the 
Royal Navy’s special investiga- 
tions branch, and is among the 
100-plus homosexuals believed 
to be sacked because of their 
sexuality each year. Following 
service at sea be trained with the 
Royal Marines and gained ear- 
ly promotion. He now lives 


Mr Perkins, now a technical 
services consultant, praised the 
judge’s “brilliant" ruling, 
addmg: “I have a lot of friends 
in the Royal Navy who don’t 
have a problem with it at all. I 
have had no negative feed- 
back whatsoever. 

In yesterday's judgment Mr 
Justice Ljghtman said: “‘Ho- 
mosexual orientation is a real- 
ity today which the law must 
recognise and adjust to — there 


must be a real prospect that the 

the European Court will take 
the further courageous step to 
extend protection to those of 
homosexual orientation, if a 
courageous step is necessary to 
do so.” A ruling is expected in 
about 18 months. 

Duncan Lustig-Prean, 37, one 
of four sacked gay service per- 
sonnel whose cases are pending 

before the European Court of 
Human Rights in Strasbourg, 
said: “I am delighted we have 
opened our second legal battle- 
front in Europe and that the 
piftw h** sn dearly expressed the 
view that the blanket ban is like- 
ly to be considered unlawful." 

Nicholas Soames, the Aimed 
Forces Minister, said: “the Gov- 
ernment supports the armed 
forces in their wish to maintain 
[the] ban. Homosexuality is not 
compatible with the trust that 
must exist between comrades in 
arms ... I fear that Labour, if 
elected, would give up the 
case.” 

The MoD said it might argue 
that the ban on gays was “pure- 
ly for the reason of combative 
effectiveness and incompati- 
bility and that such key defence 
decisions are outside the scope 
of the EU treaty from which the 
directive derives and also out- 
side the scope of the European 
Court of Justice." 

Leading article, page 17 


DAILY POEM 


My Hands 

By Tariq Latrf 

All day I have wiped paste mlcs 
Rom auxiliary rollers, ink ducts. 

Rubber stamps and the work top: dabbing 
My fingers in trichloroethane. 

The cleaning solution is dear as water • 

And smells uke methylated spirits. 

My fingers are numb. When I squeeze them 
They tingle, letting loose 

Tiny electric bolts. The top part 

Of the fingerprints are grained with inks. 

My fingers are like lighthouses 
Granulating under a storm of adds. . 

Fissures straddle across them. 

Some cuts run deep as valleys. The air 
In them is loaded with missile-shaped atoms 
That bombard the surface. 

Dust plumes up. I died flesh flakes. 

My hands are ageing, faster 

Than the rest of me; look 

They are like two finished pages of a diary. 

“My Hands” comes from Thriq Latifs second collection. The 
Minister’s Garden (Arc Publications, £6.95). Bora in Lahore, 
thepoet moved to Manchester in 1970, graduated in physics 
at Sheffield University and now runs a labelling business. The 
Minister’s Garden is distributed by Password Books Ltd, 23 New 
Mount Street, Manchester, M4 4DE. 
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Fish out of water: (Top from 


_ ul Vhmwn back, dead, into the water Photomontage: Jonathan Anstee 

left) Whiting, cod, plaice; (bottom) haddock, herring, halibut and mackerel - all are at risk of over-fishing in the North Sea where they y 

tv more fish in the sea? Not any longer 


Nicholas Schoion 

Bergen • 

Half the catch of cod and had- 
dock from the North Sea is 
thrown back overboard, dead, 
environment and fisheries min- 
isters from nine nations bor- 
dering the heavily over-fished 
sea Were told yesterday. 

The ministers, with two very 
different sets of responsibilities, 
are meeting -at international 
level for die first time in an at- 
tempt to change forever the pol- 
itics and diplomacy of fishing. 
That, at least, is the stated goal 
of some, including the Secretary 
of State for the Environment, 
John Grimmer. 

Discarding over-quota fish 
“isn't unfortunate or silly, but 
basically wrong and indefensi- 
ble,” he told his fellow ministers 
from Norway and other Euro- 


pean Union states: the ElTs 
common fisheries policy had 
failed. “Wfe spend so much time 
sharing out the stocks that we 
haven’t found a way of in- 
creasing them,” he said. Some 
of the estimates for stocks al- 
located among the nations were 
“invented, paper fish” which did 
not exist in reality. 

Cod is the most endangered 
large stock. But fisheries minis- 
ters have failed, year after year, 
to introduce curbs and tough 
quotas which lift the risk of 
stock collapse for many species. 

Lobbying by fishermen and 
their MPs leads to quotas being 
set which are often well above 
the recommended safety levels. 
The quota system also leads to 
vast quantities of fish being 
discarded because they are be- 
low the minimum legal landing 
size or because boats have al- 


McAliskey can 
keep baby in jail 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

The pregnant terrorism sus- 
pect, Roirin McAliskey, will be 
allowed to keep her baby with 
her in Holloway jail when it is 
bora, Uie.PrisoHServk» decid- 
ed yesterday foliowing arec- 
ommendation by an expert 
panel. ....... 

Alan Walker, director of 
operations, took the decision 
after a review of medical reports 
by the panel of welfare and 


nection with the IRA mortar 
bomb attack on a British Army 
base in Osnabruck last summer. 
She denies involvement. 

Following the recent reduc- 
tion in Ms McAliskey’s securi- 
ty categorisation from high-risk' 
to standard-risk Category A*she 
will he able to attend ante- 
natal classes at the north Lon- 
don jail intbe final weeks pf her 
pregnancy. 

The detention of 34s 
••• McAliskey, daughter of the for- 
mer nationalist MP Bernadette 


the views of the expert panel 
that it would be in the child’s 

best interests for them both to 
be located in the mothet-and- 
baby unit,” he said. 

The move will make Ms 
McAliskey, 25, who is seven 
months pregnant, the first Cat- 
egory A prisoner to have a' baby 
in prison. It comes amid con- 
troversy ever her four-month cfo- 
tention, without charge or 
conviction, while Germany 
seeks to extradite her in con- 
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ready caught their allowance of 
the species. 

The ministers were told yes- 
terday that, by weight, 22 per cent 
of cod and 36 per cent of had- 
dock were discarded. But the 
□umber of fish thrown back is put 

at 51 and 49 per cent respectively. 


The joint declaration which 
the ministers will sign today 
aims to put North Sea fishing on 
a sustainable basis. It should also 
begin a new process of setting 
maximum annual catches and 
minim um safe-stock levels which 
would impose much tougher 


limits on quotas. The declaration 
is expected to call for safety lim- 
its, as yet undecided, to be set 
within two years for 1 1 of the 
most important stocks, includ- 
ing cod, plaice, herring, mack- 
erel. haddock and sand eci. 

The Bereen meeting, which 


ends todav. cannot change any- 
thin o directlv because the North 
Sea conference process, of which 
it is part, does not make fishing 
law and policy. ThaL is the do- 
main of the EU's Common 
Fisheries Policy, the Norwegian 
government, and whatever the 


two of them agree in their reg- 
ular negotiations. But the final 
ministerial declaration ought to 
qjve a strong political direction 
towards reforming the policy. 

For Mr Guramcr. yesterday 
brought the chance to renew his 
acquaintance with Norway’s 


plain-speaking Environment 
Minister, Thorbjoem Bemtsen. 
the conference chairman. A 
few years ago he declared Mr 
Gumraer “a shit-bag” when 
they disagreed about'whaling. 
In Bergen yesterday Mr Glim- 
mer said they were friends. 


because of her condition. Her . 
lawyers will make a fresh bail 
application today.' 

. . Ms McAliskey will give birth, 
in an outside hospital and will 
not be restrained while she is 
there. Her mother said die was 
delighted with the decision, 
adding: “Now we have ensured 
that mother and baby stay 
together, the next step is to 

ensure that mother and baby are 

together outside jail." 
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Forget the 
rumours 
about Ken. 
Billy, the 
gay doll 
with all 
his parts, 
takes the 
market 
by storm 



Out of the closet: Billy, the world’s first proud to be gay doll - and anatomically correct in every detail - modelling a range of outfits 


Kate Wfatson-Smyth 

For years there were rumours 
about Barbie’s boyfriend, Ken, 
and everybody wondered 
whether GI Joe would come out 
of the closeL But now those bets 
are off - there is a new boy in 
town. 


His name is Billy and he is the 
world's first out and proud gay 
doll, anatomically correct in 
every detaiL Tail and blond with 
biceps and boxers bulging, Bil- 
ly is taking America by sLorm. 

The 13in tall doll, whose pe- 
nis measures 1.5 inches, was 
launched at the New York 


International Gift Fair less than 
a month ago and sold out with- 
in three days of delivery to the 
American stores. 

John McKitterick. a former 
fashion designer for Red or 
Dead, who designed Billy, is 
delighted. 

“I was alwavs sure he would 


be 100 per cent successful 
because he is the first gay prod- 
uct that can be sold over-the- 
counter instead of under it," be 
said. 

Mr McKitterick. who is gay. 
insisted that Billy is a respon- 
sible adult who has a message 
to convey. “We are taking gay- 


ness out of the ghetto, but we 
are not saying that every gay 
man should look like this. We 
are trying to put out a message 
about individuality and per- 
suading people that it is OK to 
be gay, to be different." be said 
“The point is that you sbouid 
not judge people.” 
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Billy began life as a two- 
dimensional drawing who mod- 
efled Mr McKitterick’s designs, 
but the idea of making him 3D 
gradually took hold as he 
acquired apenonaiity. 

For the record, he is from 
Amsterdam, advocates peace, 
understanding and safe sex and 
he has his own condoms - 
Japanese finger condoms are a 
perfect fiL 

However, for the time being 
Billy, who retails at $49.95 
(£30), will only be sold in the 
United States. 

“It is not that the British are 
not ready for him, just that he 
was launched in America and be 
has done so well that we are try- 
ing to cement that,” Mr McKit- 
terick s ai dr “When the rime is 
right he will be sold in England.” 

Mr McKitterick is currently 
working on a “friend” for Bil- 
ly, but his identity is a closely 
guarded secret, 

“BiDy is gay because I am gay, 
if I was a transvestite ._ who 
knows,” he said. 

In the meantime, not to be 
outdone by his female coun- 
terparts, BiDy has a range of sim- 
ply gorgeous outfits. There is 
Will Street Banker Billy, sailor 
BiDy, cowboy Billy, Master Bil- 
ly (very rubber and studs) and 
San Francisco Billy, who’s just 
hanging out dude. 


In two months’ time Holly- 
wood Billy will be on the scene, 
complete with shades and lycra 
shorts. 

Mr McKitterick’s dearest 
wish is to buDd BiDy his very own 
apartment, where he can 
entertain friends with the video 
from the song he has recorded. 

Move over Ken. you are 
so dated man. 



Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 


A ticking “timebomb” of crum- 
bling schools wQl explode with- 
in three to five years because 
planned spending on repairs is 
being cancelled in favour of 
emergency patching and mend- 
ing, local authority architects 
warned yesterday. 

A survey of 70 councils from 
shires to dries revealed the 
shortfall -between the billions 
authorities say is needed to re- 
pair crumbling schools and the 
ea«h the Government permits 
them to spend - has hit a 20- 
year high. Thjs year, councils say 
their allocation represents just 
a fifth of what they need. 

The problem is worst in pri- 
mary schools, where the gap 
between, need and actual spend- 
ing to repair crumbling roofs, 
replace leaking mobile class- 
rooms and even clear danger- 
ous asbestos has risen by 40 per 
cent in the last three years. Id 
secondary schools, the shortfall 
has increased by 25 per cent 

The Society of Chief Archi- 
tects in Local Authorities, which 
carried out Lhe survey, said its 
research showed councils were 
cutting bade on planned repair 
projects such as new school 
roofs to release money for day- 
to-day maintenance work. 

The society’s buildings 
spokesman, Laurence Cooper, 
said delays to major schemes 
meant more money spent on 
patching up. 

“Instead of having a new 
roof you start putting out the 
buckets, which ultimately 
means greater cost and more 
disruption in schools. We 
appear to be entering a down- 
ward spiral towards a crisis in 
the next three to five years.” 

Local education authorities 
were told by the Department for 
Education and Employment in 
December that they would be. 
allowed to borrow less than a 


fifth of what they had asked for 

to spend on schools buDding and 

repairs in 1997-9S. The total 
av ailab le is almost £ 700 m, but 
councils had asked for £l-9bu 
to pay an estimated repairs and 
maintenance backlog o££3-2bn. 

Lancashire Cotmty Council is 
among the authorities forced to 
postpone major repair projects 
to mid the cash for general 
main tenance. 

The authority asked for per- 
mission to borrow £34 .5m in 
1997-98, but was granted ap- 
proval for just over £5m. The 
entire sum is allocated for 
spending on new school places, 
leaving not a penny 
towards the £20m the council 
says is needed for repairs. 

Ray Marriott, head of plan- 
ning and community services., 
said the cash was needed to re- 
place rotting and leaking Sixties- 
buflt school buildings. 

He added: “It is simply that 
the whole fabric of buik&igs de- 
teriorates yet at the rate of 
school replacement we have at 
the moment some of our 
schools are going to have to wait 

700 years to be renewed.” 

John Ryan, Labour education 
chairman of Bradford council, 
said the authority needed 
£200m to bring aD its schools up 
to standard. However, the 
authority had won approval for 
only an eighth of the £40m 
repairs money H asked for to 
replace 149 roofs and remove 
asbestos from 148 schools, 
among other projects. 

David' Whitbread, spokesman 
for the Association of County 
Councils, said most authorities 
saw their capital budgets eaten 
up on providing new school 
places and were unable to spend 
adequately on repairs. 

A s pokeswoman for the 
DFEE said the upkeep of build- 
ings was the local authorities’ re- 
spousbflily. If they delayed, 
buildings would deteriorate and 
the final cost would increase. 
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NOTICE TO CUSTOMERS OF 
HALIFAX INTERNATIONAL 
(ISLE OF MAN) LIMITED. 

Halifax International (Isle of Man) limited, announces certain revised 
interest rates from I7th March 1997. 


BALANCE 

ANNUAL INTEREST 
GROSS FA. 

% 

MONTHLY INTEREST 
GROSS PA. 

% 

HALIFAX nSTTCRNATIONAL GOLD 90 

£100,000+ 

6.40% 

6.22% 

£50,000+ 

6.30% 

6.13% 

£25,000+ 

6.05% 

5.89% 

£10,000+ 

5-45% 

5.32% 

HALIFAX INTERNATIONAL GOLD 

£100,000+ 

6.05% 

. 5.89% 

£50,000+ 

5-80% 

5.65% 

£25,000+ 

5.70% 

- -5-56% 

£10,000+ 

5-15% 

5-03% 

£5,000+ 

4.50% 

4.41% 

£500+ 

3-25% 

3.20% 

if you have less than £10,000 in your Halifax International Gold 90 account it wifl earn' 

interest at the equivalent Halifax Internationa] Gold rate. If you have less than £500 in 

your Halifax International Gold 90 or Halifax International Gold account we will only 

pay interest at 1.00% gross pa. ‘Gross' means we will not take any tax off the interest 

we pay. The accounts shown above are. not available to residents of the Isle of Man. 


Further details can be obtained by calling Halifax International 
(Isle of Man) Limited on 01624 612323 (from within die UK) or 
44 1624 612323 (from outside the UK). 


HALIFAX 
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Afghans hope far peace in the pipeline 


TnSn 0 ?^ i g ha nistan. from 
^fcnenstan in Central Asia to 
«*^tan and India 

^ if5 lgh Afghanistan is still 
re^rded as unstable, two cor- 
porauons - one W the Unit- 
A and one from 

Argentina - have tabled plans 
to bufld pipelines to carry bil- 




the a-Soviet reptfii tosoutE 

cm Asia. 

one or both of the com- 
panies succeed, it wifl be the first 

pnyate investment 
by the West in Afghanistan 
^»ce the Soviet invasion in 

The plans follow the discov- 
ery of a colossal deposit of 750 
btlhon cubic metres of natural 
Bps Yashlar in Turkmenistan. 
Besides the potential commer- 
cial advantages to anyone with 
the courage to invest, western 
diplomats see the pipeline 
plan as a way of stabilising 
Afghanistan and the entire 
Central Asia region. 

One pipeline is proposed „ 
the Bridas Corporation, an o_ 
and gas company which has an 
Argentinian director, and is 
based in the British Virgin is- 



Battte weary: Afghanistan has seen frttte peace for decades. If Its mineral wealth - or that of its neighbours - can be exploited, the country could enter a period of stability Photograph: AP 


fere nee” in apian to export the 
Yashlar gas to Pakistan. Bridas 
set up a joint venture with 
Turkmenistan to develop Yash- 
lar in 1992. But in 1995, Turk- 
menistan granted Unocal rights 
to set up a consortium to build 



lands. The other is proposodby 
the American Unocal Corpo- 
ration, teamed with the Delta 
03 Company df Saudi Arabia/ 
Both propose four-foot diam- 
eter pipes, 800 miles Jong cross- 
ing Afghanistan and - avoiding 
the mtSt rugged mountains. 


by . a pipehne from the Hirkmen- 
ou Afghan borderto Multan. 

• - Malcolm Huriston, repre- 
senting Bridas and speaking 
from - Ashkhabad in Turk- 
menistan, said that in February 
1 996- Bridas had signed an 
exclusive agreement lofnrildtbe 
pipeline with the Tklebari, the 
Islamic group then controlling 
large parts of the south ofthe 
country. . • • • 

“This year, Bridas has visit- 
ed all the different parties in 
A fghanistan and has confirmed 
the agreemeotswith them to go 
forward witlr the project with- 
out waiting for the' end of 
8o$t3iti^ , _he said. . 

. Last month, Bridas also won 
a deal to upgrade the existing 
-gas 'pipeline system in -Kaza- 
, khstan, which forms part of the 
former Soviet network and car- 
•“ ties TUrfcmen gas to Russia and 
bo to Western Europe. 

. . Yesterday, Mr Horlston said 
he. had been in negotiation 
with aD three waning factions 
. in Afghanis tan, although the 

the 

ban. wbicb now controis Kab- 
ul andmost of Afghanistan. 
The ; Bridas pipeline 


Ai proem, the twoccupora- planned to run from Mary in 
lions anf in dispute. Btidasrts ■ Turkmenistan through west and 1 
pursoingtwo separate legal ac-' south Afghanistan to Sui in 
tions - -one-. againslTurk- ftldstan,fipm where h« hoped 
meni^iffir ifod pine . against irwflllinkwith existing pipelines 
Unocal, for hs ^tortuous inter- into, India: -It will! require six 






Tony Baber 

Europe Editor 


n a region with a rich tradition 
>f hnuiy-1 oving, self-glorifying 
Jespots, President Saparmnrad 
'Jiyazov of Turkmenistan just 
ibout takes the biscuit Every 
icwspaper, every biU board, 
ivery banknote' and every office 
n his desert nation has a picture 
if the man who is known to his 
jeople as “TarkmenbashT 
leader of oQ the Turkmen). 

“May my tongue shrivel up 
ind my bones pirn to ashes iff 
>etrav my country or my pres- 
dent"," chant Turkmen cbfl- 
lren every morning. In 
Vshgabat. the capital a statue 
if Mr Niyazov’s mother nurs- 
ng the president as a child de- 
licts him as a Christ-like figure. 

As Communist Party leader 
.efore the collapse of the. 
jSSR, and then as president of 
he first independent Turkmen 
taie in histoiy, Mr Niyazov 
las esrabfisbcd a personahty culr 
5 huge as those of Stalin and 
Aao Ike-mag. Towns, mosques 
nd roads are named after the 
nan who, according to his ant- 
es, is frittering away Turk- 
menistan's gas and oO wealth in 
u orgy of .corruption and 
xtravagarit spending- 
.AvdyKolfyev,a former Turk- 
men foreign minister wbo broke 

Ah the president in 1992, said: 
Niyazov has begun to lead 
tie people back into^the Mid- 

je Ages. Begshateg .fo 1991. 
•hen wc achieved indepen- 
ence, we began to slip back 
rom the - level of development 
lat we attained underRussian 
to foe 19th century 
even, the 18th. 


the country beingaWe to 

vive on the proceeds of our 
and gas, which would gen- 
te enoughwealth that every* 
: would have a Mercedes, no 
* wnhld have to work, and-ihe 
dilation would tie ajpund. 
nkinc tea and thinking of; 

hing„ There is catiy ooe way 

• t rid of tins leader 


i uus government. 

^eroding 10 the US-based , 


human rights group freedom 
House, which ranks the per- 
formances of aD the world's gov- 
ernments, Turkmenistan last 
year was one of the 17 most re- 
pressive countries on earth. 
With the average person’s 
monthly income hovering at 
£10 or less and annual inflation 
of more than 300 per cent, 
most of its4.5 million people do 
not even b3ve the consolation 
of enjoying energy-derived 
personal wealth. 

Since independence, Turk- 
menistan's development has 
been held bade by two Cunda- 
, mental problems. One is its re- 
liance on Russia to transport its 
gas - its. main export - to the 
markets of Ukraine and the 
Transcaucasian states. 

The other is that these coun- 
tries are so poor that they have 
runup debts to Turkmenistan of 
about £L25bn- If Mr Niyazov is 
to-finbis treasury’s coffers and 
start moderating his country, it 

is essential 'for Thdanenstaii not 
only to collect its debts but to 
develop new markets. - 
. This is one of the main im- 
pulses behind foe Turkmen dri- 
ve to build a gas pipeline across 
. Afghanistan; to P aki s tan . An- 
other is the desire foloosen the 
grip- which- Russia- currently 
maintains on'Jhrkmen export 
pipefines. '.7'-' 

With prickly Uzbekistan, tur- 
bulent Afghanistan and zealous 
Iran for neighbours. Mr Niya- 
zov is not foolish enough to 
think that either he or lus vul- 
nerable country can survive 
vAhout Ruffiian blessing. How- 
ever, according 10 Mr" Kuliyev, 

that has not prevented Mr Niya- 
zov from occasionally playmg 
the anti-Russian card in an ef- 
fort to win popularity at home. 

. . Anti-Russian feeling has 
charted a course through Turk- 
menistan’s histoiy ever smee 
Tfearist forces slaughtered thou- 
sands of Turbnen ai foe battle 
of Geok-tepe.in ISSL While 
avoiding extremes, Mr Niyazov 
has made Turkmen foe state I 
l anguage and; stifled freedom 1 
of expression" for his 
country’s 3 Q 0 , 000 *trong Russ- 
ian minority. 


compressor stations lo keep 
the gas flowing, and will cost 
$25bm The Unocal proposal 
envisages, a similar pipeline, 
ending nearby at Multan, at a 
cost of $1.9bn with the exten- 


sion lo northern India costing 
$600m. Both proposals plan to 
send up to 20 billion cubic 
metres of gns a year. 

The final decision lo proceed 
will depend on a lasting peace 


in Afghaniiidn - something an- 
ticipated by the two corpora- 
tions. The West has a strategic 
interest in exploiting the ofl and 
gas resources of the area. If 
Afghanistan, which has been at 


war for 20 years, is to become 
stable, diplomatic sources said 
yesterday, a doilar-eamcr - ofl 
and gas -or a pipeline carrying 
them - will help. 

Britain also takes a wider 


view' of South Asian security. If 
India and Pakistan, with their 
vast and growing populations, 
are dependem on each oilier for 
access to ihe • ill and gas doty *iu, 
of Central Asia, ihev are less 


likely lo a! lack each other - as 
they have done in the past. Mil- 
itary planner*, believe a major 
war between In Jia and Pakistan 
might he the most likely sce- 
nario for a future nuclear 
conflict. 

Turkmenistan a Minister fox 
Industry and Mineral resources, 
Gochmurad Nazdzhanov, said 
on Tuesday dial his country had 
6.5 billion tonnes of oil and 
21 .IHH 1 hillion cubic metres 
fmorc than 2f> times the Yash- 
lar pi*ckel) of gas. He said his 
government had taken "con- 
crete steps" m attract invest- 
ment in the oil and gas sector. 

Until now. opens have been 
sceptical about ihe prospect of 
cxpli filing oil and gas in 
Afghanistan, or laking Central 
Asian oil and gas out through 
it. because of the cost and the 
area's instability. US prospec- 
ts *rs lound small quantities of oil 
and gas in Afghanistan in the 
1930s. but the natural route out 
was always seen as to the west, 
via the Caspian Sea. However, 
potential instability in Russia, 
along with increasing energy de- 
mands in India and Pakistan, 
have altered the picture. 
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25,000 miles flat out at I40mph. 
You’ll never need to do it. 

But it’s nice to know you can. 


IF YOU’RE CONTEMPLATING TEST-DRIVING A SAAB 
900, think about the one it's, already had. We drove -one 

• A 

around Alabama's TuHarfesaifcjjxJic for 8 days and nights. 


non-stop, flat out (that's 25,000 miles. MOmph). 

In the process we broke forty international long- 
distance records. The engine, despite our best efforts, 
remained undamaged. 


yond the 
conventionc/ 


Clearly, it's nice to know chac the Saab 900 possesses 
such power and endurance... 

Berrer still, if’:, nice to know it's no: beyond your means 
On the road. * Saab 9 00 will cost you from £15.500'! -vhilsc 
contract hue for business- users ; s from £(99 a north. 

To arrange, a test drive, ofione 0800 but 556. At cl or th r 
day, remember ro observe the. speed limit 


£•199 PER MONT H ^P<UUS ' ) Rl T 1 A L Dl POSIT. CONTACT HIRE SCHENE/;T Y ; PIC "E XAHPLu: SAAtl "900i 
' 'Pc“- ' £ 3/219 30- Morctl'l^lyr.mitvvss 47.v £199.00.. On- in'? so.\d Tv-r Jm.ite - l15.53D.0C 

-V.'. •/ -A k-AUra- - 1 ; *: . Y A* •_? 


iTCgL-ag..tl , iUi. 1 jimm II 1 ■ 

TO SAAB INFORMATION CEUTPE. FREEPOST WC*»52«. LONDON V/C I B 33R PLEASE SEND FUP.THEF i:if OPMATlOM Ot 

•NaroeU/L,. ; ' Address 

Presw«-«« make £ model .. r "' • • l! unfler • 

•Cat :ho* r .-'¥EOs ? O' W/ad-'?.i ftmwtaflw ' moniht. De^s»*' tSMeS? M:r-V On i!>c rodC tjJi entw- t X. 
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that swapped style 



EBzabefth Nash 

Madrid 


Street of shame: The EU is to inject cash into the work of restoring the Gran Via, Madrid's pulsating, but tarnished artery Photograph: Colorific 


The Gran Via, the pulsating aor- 
ta of Madrid, a swaggering ait 
deco, jazz, age boulevard lined 
with some of Europe's finest 
baroque follies, earliest sfcy- 
. scrapers and gUtriest movie 
palaces, is to be “remodeDed” 

: with the help of European 
Union firnds. 

- Once k was one of the 
swankiest thoroughfares in Eu- 
rope. When it was built in 1910, 
14 streets were scythed away to 
permit the passage .of the 
motor car. The Oran Via blos- 
somed daring the First World 
Wu; when neutral Madrid was 
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st PATRICK’S DAY.. 


Jt'h # &tr:. 
'••‘•u£Sy> ••••*. ?V. '‘V 


Buy any 2 multipacks and save £5 


Guinness Original (12x440ml) 
Draught Guinness (8x440ml) 
Kilkenny (8x440ml) 


£9.99 

£7.99 

£8.99 


Offer available until 22 March 1997. Also available at Sainsbury’s Savacentres. Merchandise 
subject to availability. The law does not permit the sale of alcohol to persons under the age of 18. 


me Guinness were: ano ‘.r.e Harp device r.rc rc^is’cred !r 
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a ma gn et for every kind of 

prosperous activity. “Vulgar 
and blatant'’ was how ' Gerald 
Brenan, the writexiou Spain, 
found it in 1949. .. 

This week, Madrid’s efiy fa- 
thers described the Gran Via 
mid 10 adjacent squares as “the 
most derelict and socially mar- 
. ginal areas in tbe dtf-Tbey say 
prostitutes, drug dealers and 
“urban tribes” .abcnihd. They . 
reckon it will cost £24m to 
spruce the area up and have 


It is true that the Gran Via 
has seen better days, that on an 
evening stroll to the. austere 
1930s cocktail bar Chico te,you 
may glimpse a dazed prostitute ' 
peeing in a do oiway. As you 
press in with the crowds to a film 
at one of the 1920s cinemas, as 
grand and khsefa as the set of a 


posri to create a “leisure trail", 
qtigp rating the existence of IS 
theatres and 19 cinemas with- 
in a few hundred yards of each 

other is not a powerful enough 
attraction: their facades are to 
be touched up, walkways cre- 
ated; special signs erected and 
street nwniture renewed. 

Let’s hope they don’t tear 
down the giant handpainted 
rinenvi posters. The Gran Via 
must be the last outpost of the 
Western world where this 
engaging ait form survives. Nor 


may meet a 

mance artist with a drugged cat 
on his shoulder, or an elderly 
man obuchedbeneath his blan- 
ket across the doorstep that he 


almost 20 years. Many 
the area north of Gian Via as 
a no-go area after dark. 

Crucial to the “remodelling’’ 
is a proposal to widen the pave 
merits bjrneariy two metres each, 
side; which is fine for crushed 
pedestrians, but will compound 
the street’s horrendous traffic 
jams. More worrying is a pro- 


they tinker with the 

facade of Madrid’s finest art 
- dp* 1 building, the Capitol, built 
in 1932; or with Spain's first sky- 
scraper, the T&eroiuca buflding, 
by the metro station. Hailed as 
a modern triumph when it wen t 
up in 1929, this was the place 
where journalists went to file, 
and be censored, during the 
Spanish civil war. 

At the far end of the street. 
Franco’s even taller Edifido 
Espana, built between 1948 
and 1953, is unlikely to be af- 
fected by the Tbwn Hall's im- 
provement plan. Its curious 
modc-Habsburg details have 

been lovingly restored by private 
developers. Prosperous young- 
sters are snapping up the smart 
modernised flats with their 
breathtaking views to the moun- 
tains, or down the main drag - 
the Gran Via — to the heart of 
the ca pital. 


significant shorts 


Paris shop blasted by 
hit-and-run bomber 

A parcel bomb exploded in a shop in Paris, slightly 
injuring one person. A passer-by apparently threw the 
bomb mto the home-decoration shop in the me Mcmge, 
in the Latin Quarter. It bounced down the stairs into the 
storeroom in the cellar and exploded.. A store employee, 
alone in the cellar room, tfas slightly hurt by the blast, 
which caused minor damage. The suspected bomber 

Reuters - Paris 


Senators beg to differ 

It would be a crime to bej* aggressively, to relieve oneself 
in public and to lie down m doorways or on pavements in . 
commercial districts under a bill passed by the New York 
state senate. Its sponsor, Guy VeleDa, a Republican, said 
the bffl was aimed at many New Yorkers’ quality-ofTife 
concerns, and was not aimed at poor or homeless 
minorities. AP- Albany 

Planes pound Tamil base 

Sri Lankan forces launched air, naval and artiflexy attacks 
on a key base of the Thmil Tiger rebels in the jungles of 
the north-east- “Air force pilots have repented direct hits 
on targets,” an official said. “Ground troops monitoring 
rebel radio transmissions say the rebels are a-dring for 
reinforcements." Reuters - Colombo 

Xinjiang attack reported 

A Uighur exile group in Kazakhstan said Uighur 
separatists in China's turbulent north-west province of 
Xinjiang had earned out a bomb attack against a Oijnese 
military installation. A spokesman said buildings were 
damaged but did not know whether there were any 
casualties. He said his own organisation was not 
responsible for the attack. Reuter - Almaty 

Bride gets short shrift 

Security officers barred a bride from wedding at a 
Zimbabwe civil court, saying her short skirt was not 
decent enough as reqnired by court rules. The groom was 
arrested and fined for arguing with policemen and hying 
to force his way into the building. Reuters - Harare 

Flat feeling 

Flat-dweilcis who flock to Ikea to boy furniture soon may 
be able to get their apartments there, too. Ikea and the 
Skanffla group have begun a project to build cheap flats, 
for portmase or rent, at a cost of no more than 3,000 
kronor (£240) a month, about 25 per cent lower than the 
nsualoosL AP -Stockholm 


If we're cheaper 
than the AA or RAC 
why join them? 



Recovery only - ' ' : 

£29.50 

Roadside assistance 

£38.00 

Comprehensive 

£69.00 

Comprehensive Gold 

£93.00 

Total protection 

mfo " mmim ftr amnmmsf^mut to 

£145.00 


CalLJree now on 

0800 001 353 

quoting rtf A3114 

Green Flag iff 

. . Motoring Auirtance 


WE l£AVE CVOrOKE STMnftKC BUT THJ 
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: Is this 


or hoax? 


John Ljddmld 

Paris 


And now. Missalegate. A top-secret, 
and official!; banned. United States 
navy “chainsaw" missile acciden- 
tally destroyed a TWA jumbo jet 
and 230 people off Long Island last 


July, a report claimed yesterday. 
The US government has covered 


>gpvemmeni 
up its involvement, from a mixture 
of embarrassment and determina- 
tion to preserve the secrecyof the 
weapon, according to Pierre 
Salinger, journalist, former spokes- ' 
man for President John F Kennedy 
and leader of a freelance investi- 
gating team. 

Mr Salinger told a press con- 
ference in Paris yesterday that his 
group of ten experts, including 
several government officials, had 
reached these conclusions on the 
mysterious faie of flight TWA800 
with “very great certainty". 

But the FBI. which was given the 
Salinger report four days ago, dis- 
missed its findings as a “cruel/ 
hoax" There was no dear evidence 
that a missile destroyed the plane, 
the FBI said, although this re- 
mained one of three possibilities. 
The other two were a terrorist 
bombing or a mechanical mal- 
function. 

Mr Salinger has been preoccu- 
pied by the unexplained destruction 
of the New York to Plans flight since 
he saw allegations of an acciden- 
tal missile strike on the Internet. He 
called yesterday on the US Defense 
Secretary, William Cohetvto order 
an official investigation into the af- 



missile Photographs: Reuters'AP 

■ i _ _ .1 


fair, which he dubbed ’“Missne- 
gate”. 

The report, co-ordinated by Mr 
Salinger through the Internet, says 
TWA800 was "destroyed by acci- 
dent ... by a US navy missile which 
mistook its target". 

This miss ile - probably a top-se- 
cret kinetic-energy or chain-sm» 
missile containing no explosive 
warhead - was fired either from a 
sub mari ne or from a_ missile, ship, 
engaged insecretmilitaiyexe ros- 
es, the report said- 

. Mr Salinger produced stills of a 

video- reconfing radar screens 
taken at JFK Airport that night 


which, he claimed, showed a “mis- 
sile heading towards the TWA 
plan e". The Pentagon insists that 
no missile has been fired in the area 
for two years but Mr Salinger said 
154 witnesses on Long Island saw 
one ot two missiles in the air that 
night. He said he had also been con- 
tacted by a man with a son in the 
US Navy. The man said his son had 
told him: “Dad, we destroyed the 
plane.” 

The video stills of the alleged 
radar traces of the missile ap- 
peared in POris-Maidi magazine 
yesterday and Mr Salinger said the 
proceeds from the publication of 


the photograph would go to the 
families of the TWA800 victims. 

Families of French victims of the 
disaster decided at the weekend to 
begin a civil action against an un- 
known culprit in the French courts. 
This is likely to bring about a ju- 
dicial investigation. 

A c hain -saw or kinetic-energy or 

continuous rod missile is a fearsome 

weapon, officially banned by in- 
ternational treaty. It ran tains no 
warhead as such and, in flight, re- 
sembles a huge rod of metal When 
it finds its target it blasts straight 
through and would tear an aircraft 
to pieces. 
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SS L, iJSSSSning the radarscreen p ictures in Paris-Matc/. 
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Bonn : 


Thousands bf minemode into 
Bonn yesterday- for an im- 
promptu victory procession, 
honking their horns and holp- 
ing two fihgersaJpft in saJuteof 
the government offices along 


the- route. Foticemen and on- 
lookers lining the road greeted 
thb bikers with Mexican waves. 
. After almost a week :of 
protests. Chancellor Helmut 
Kqfil and tenon leaders readied 
^ /yim proihise yesterday on the 
future of the coal Industry. 
There wffl be no mas redun- 


dancies, but by 2005 the num- 
ber of people employed in the 

pits wfll be cut by halt Over the 

next eight years, about 48,000 
mine rs will be made offers they 
could not possibly refuse, in- 
ch) ding lavishly-funded early 
retirement, retraining and un- 
specified make-work schemes. 


To soften the immediate im- 
pact of the programme, the gov- 
ernment agreed to close only 
one pit between now and the 
year 2000, and another three or 
four by 2005. Currently, there 
are 18 working collieries in 
Saarland and the Ruhr. “The 
fight was worth it," declared 
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Hans Berger, the leader of the 
miners’ trade union, who had 
shouted himself hoarse over the 
last week. 

The government also ap- 
peared reasonably satisfied with 
the deal. “We have ensured the 
survival of the mining industry 
in a way that is economically ac- 
ceptable," said Friedrich Bohl. 
Mr Kohl s right-hand man in the 
chancellery “We have ensured 
that changes in the mining in- 
dustry can be carried out in a 
way that avoids mass layoffs." 

Last vear, the government 
paid DMIObn l£3.7bn) in sub- 
sidies to German coal, which 


costs two-and-a-half limes the 
world market price. Total coal 
subsidies, including contribu- 
tions from the region of North 
Rhme-Westphalia, will be cut to 
DM5.5bn over the next eight 
Years. 

* This figure, however, does not 
include the sums the govern- 
ment has discovered since thou- 
sands of miners pitched up 
tents in Bonn earlier in the 
week. Now the state coffers are 


est. As a result, the taxpayers’ 
contribution to coal-mining will 
aauallv rise next year. 

The' agreement was ham- 
mered out overnight by union 
negotiators and chancellery ot- 
ficials. who stayed up till 5am 
haggling over the details. .After 
Tuesday's debacle, when Mr 
Kohl cancelled his meeting with 
ihe union at shon notice, the op- 


WCtlV. 

miraculously flush with money. 
~M300r 


position Social Democrats 
stepped in to mediate. 


About DMoOOm a year extra 
will pour into the pits to 
persuade miners that a career 
change would be in their inter- 


! ml~ basic compromise - 
postponing pit closures beyond 
’UUP -was arrived at during a 
meeting on Wednesday be- 
tween the deputy leaders of the 


two biautsi parties: Wolfgang 
Schauble of the Christian De- 
mocrats and Rudolf Scharping 
of the SPD. 

The SPD's key role in de- 
fusing the tension offers an un- 
flattering contrast to Mr Kohl s 
feeble posturings of the past lew 
davs. Once again, the Chan- 
cellor has demonstrated lie no 
longer has the authority to gov - 
ern alone. After ;.e>ierda\ s 
agreement the Social Democ- 
rats announced they would re- 
sume talks with Mr Kvihl. 
ostensibly about tax reforms, but 
in reality- about some form ol 
grand coalition. 
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The transformation of Hong Kong: When the 
photograph on the right was taken in 1912, 
Chinese were second-dass dtizens in their own 
territory. They were not even allowed to live on 
the desirable Peak. Now the British are almost 
irrelevant. Paradoxically, the handover to China 
in three months’ time is set to be an occasion for 
mixed emotions. Hong Kong is flourishing. Its 
skyline changes constantly, with an energy that 
seems the essence of the territory itself This is 
a dty of extraordinary vibrancy, where billions 
are made and lost The future under Chinese 
rule is confused, at best. But Hong Kong seems 
unlikely to lose the identity that it has forged. 
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Jojo Mayes 

Hong tong : 


* Wherever you are in Hong Kong, at whrt- 
ever time of rhedayor night, yon are like- . 
Jv to hear one sound: drilling. The dry has 
jin estimated 4^00 bwkfing precis in 
progress at any one tints, and astkr tow- 
er blocks nestle evercfaser together, fts pro- 
file is. nnt just changing upwards Trat 
outwards. 

Hong Kong, with apoputetionof aZ mil- 
lion. needs to house nearly two million ex- 
tra people within the next 15 years. The 
Government is bracing itself for an extta 

55,0tKt mamUndtmmigraifls anmiallj' and 

the lOOLOCWChinese whowffl be eligible to 
live th<«-faUawinft tbe w h^ Many 
more Hong Kong Chinese ire returning, 
pushing up demand, in the private sector, 
while ascronotnicaf property prices have cre- 
ated a waiting Ustdf nearly 150^X10 tor pt»- 

lie housu^inrespocse.theGoFrenin»eot 

plans to buM WflOO flats* year for the 
next five years, but H needs an estimated 
3 . 000 hciiaics of land on which to bund. . 
In a territory ttwtisno.moRS dan two 
t hours tnwefiing' distance from aiw^two 
% points, and in which roost peopte’swindcws 


fc thing ls the sea- Hang KOTg’sbiggest 
reclamation project fe tbc uewQwCup 

Kok airport, wherein m awe-a^pinpgfcat, 

a mountainous island was levelled add re- 
shaped into 1 . 24S hectares <rf flatten!^ 
But the South China Sea.fi bsvm^to brat, 
a retreat elsewhere -roogmt ablytn rtsfe- 
rnons rfragjrant” harbour- K ong 


for commercial and infrastnicture purposes, 
which is slow# but inexorably bringing 
Hong Kong-and Kowloon closer together. 

JlnshaseScited protest from, amoogoth- 
ers, one of Hong Kong’s few preservation 
societies - the Society for The Protection 
Of The Harbour, which says its “unique 
and irreplaceable public asset” should be 
preserved. It rased a petition of 14S,000 
signatures opposing die project, citing 
concerns about safety if the already crowd- 
ed waters are narrowed further. 

But the rooavocal opposition has come 

from environmental protesters, who say that 
Hong Kong’s development fever is getting 
out of control, and that the eventual effect 
on the territory could be catastrophic. 

Lira Hopkinson of Hong Kong’s Friends 
of the Earth says the dredging and dump- 
' ihgjnvdvedmtedaimH^lai^areasoflaiid 
is destro y ing marine life. “They take up the 
layer of soft mud which is highly toxic and 
move it to a site neartheuew aiiport which 
is right next lo a marine park, she says. 
. The marine park was built to protect the 
Chinese White Dolphin - whose numbers 
are rapidly depleting because of pollution. 

As well as making Hong Kcmg s already 
pofluied waters even more poisonous (few 
of the territorv’s inhabitants would eat 


ir.Vlill.fJ.iTT. 


ingof sand from, the bottom of the sea bed 
for “fill” is also problematic, she says. 
. "There’s tots of it coming down from Chi- 
na - we don’t know whether it’s toxic, or 
.. where it’s coming from.” Much of the dam- 
age, sbe says, has already been done, with 
cctals destn^ on therelatively dear east- 
ern Waters, and the depletion of fish stocks 


yan ayear ago to create iBhecraresqfhmd 


ern waters, and the depletion of fish stocks 
and nursery grounds and. the few remain- 
ing areas where sea birds roost and nest. 


Hong Kong’s Governmental Environ- 
mental Impact Agency makes recommen- 
dations for all major projects, but Ms 
Hopkinson says they are often ignored as 
there are no enforcement mechanisms in 
place. “We're not against reclamation in 
general,” Ms Hopkinson said. “But we’re 
questioning the need for it The Govern- 
ment says there’s an urgent housing prob- 
lem but if you look at the land use 
breakdown, the amount sidelined for hous- 
ing is only around 5 per cent.’’ 

Ms Hopkinson accuses the Govern- 
ment of “wringing their hands” and so 
Friends of the Earth have sent a position 
paper to the chief executive-designate. Tung 
Oiee-hwa, asking to discuss the long-term 
sustainability of Hong Kong’s development. 

“We’re very concerned that the Gov- 
ernment’s Territorial Development Strat- 
egy „ is basically going to result in the severe 
degradation of environmental quality. 
Hong Kong will end up with a highly 
polluted harbour bringing more traffic, 
noise and air quality problems in populated 
areas.” 

She adds: “We’ve projected until 2047 
and looked at ideas to show how it could 
become more sustainable, even if the pop- 
ulation increases to 10 million. We’re try- 




these things differently. 

As yet there has been no formal response. 
Meanwhile, it emerged yesterday that the 
Government is expected to reap windfall 
land -revenues on the back of more than 
HK534 billion (£2.7bn) in premiums paid 
by developers - thought to be the highest 
for a single fiscal year. Noise pollution com- 
plaints are up 800 per cent since 1991 . And 
across Hong Kong the drills keep drilling 
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Bill Hilton 


Bill Hilton's greatest claim to 
fume was that he coined the 
terra "the sound barrier, yet he 

always maintained that this was 
the result of a misunderstand- 
ing by a journalist to whom he 
tried* to explain the complex 
concept of supersonic travel in 
the 1930s. This was typical of a 
man who had a brilliant mind 
but never showed the least 
trace of pomposity. His career 
spanned major changes; he was 
an aerodynamical at a time 
when the science was in its in- 
fancy. and was also in at the 
birth of the space race. 

Hilton was born in north 
London in 1912. He studied 
physics at the Royal College of 
Science and aerodynamics for 
his PhD at IraperiaJ College. 
London. His postgraduate work 
wus on photographing the vor- 
tices around aircraft which 
cause lift, enabling them to fly. 
He was the first person to pho- 
tograph vortices on propellers; 
this research was used in 1976 
in the design of the Westland 
Berp Helicopter, which still 
holds the world speed record for 
helicopters 

He joined the National Phys- 
ical Laboratory in 1935 and be- 
came a Principal Scientific 
Officer in charge of the two 
wind tunnels, leading a team 
looking at the possibilities of su- 
personic flight. The wind tun- 
nels were used for research on 
guided missiles, aircraft und 
ramjets. He was to remain there 
until the end of the Second 
World Wan and advised on the 
Mulberry harbours l the pre- 
fabricated harbours towed 
across the Channel by the Al- 
lies), the bouncing bomb and the 
development of the jet engine. 

At tne end of the war he was 
seconded by the National Phys- 
ical Laboratory to the Applied 
Physics Laboratory of Johns 


Hopkins University in Mary- 
land. in the United States, 
where he worked on Project 
Bumblebee ramjet research 
into supersonic propulsion for 
missiles. He returned to the UK 
in 1949 and worked briefly for 
the Royal Aircraft Establish- 
ment, before joining Armstrong 
Whitworth as Chief Aerody- 
n amidst in 1950, where he set 
up his third high-speed wind 
tunneL He published a standard 
reference ■ book. High Speed 
Aerodynamics (195 1 ). 

By the late 1950s his Interest 
was turning to the new field of 
space, and as the Head of the 
Astronautics Section of the Ad- 
vanced Projects Group at 
Hawker Siddeley in Kingston. 
Surrey, be led the first industrial 
team in the UK studying the po- 
tential of communications satel- 
lites. He is remembered by 
colleagues as an inspirational 
team leader. He suggested a 
cheaper alternative to the stan- 
dard circular orbit designed by 
Arthur C. Clarke for commu- 
nications satellites; by describ- 
ing an ellipse and so coming 
closer to the earth for part of 
the orbit it was possible for satel- 
lites to carry a greater payload 
and yet provide excellent cov- 
erage or the northern hemi- 
sphere. Called the “Hilton 
orbit'’, it is still in use today by 
Russia under the Molniya pro- 
gramme. However, following 
the short-sighted decision by the 
British government not to press 
ahead with communications 
satellites, which became a 
multi-mfllion-daUar industry, he 
was forced to change direction. 

Hilton spent IS months from 
1963 in Paris as Secretary of the 
International Astronautical 
Federation and continued to at- 
tend their annual congresses for 
the rest of his life. Indeed, be 
prasemed a paper. “Commu- 


nications with Extra ’ Terrestri- 
al Intelligence (CEn)”. to the 
Peking Congress in 1996 at the 
age of S4, since he saw this as 
the next great step. He worked 
for the British Aircraft Corpo- 
ration from 1966 as Assistant to 
the Technical Director, before 
[•-iking early retirement in 1973 
to pursue his many other in- 
terests and to continue his work 
on the Councils of the Royal 
Aeronautical Society and the 
British Interplanetary Society. 

Bill Hilton’s bobbies were 
many and varied. He had placed 
the ukulele since his mother 
bought him one from a market 
stall for 2s 6d as a child: since 
he had never seen one before, 
he began by playing it upturned 
on his lap. In his later years he 
became a member of the 
Geotge Formby Society and 
the Ukulele Society of Great 
Britain; he recalled with en- 
thusiasm a meeting with Form- 
by himself. A number of 
scientific conferences through- 
out the world were enlivened by 
Hilton and his ukulele. He was 
also a keen skater and a 
pelargonium grower, who had 
plants in bloom throughout the 
year. 

Pamela Hilton 

William Frank HQlon, aerody- 
namical; bom London 10 June 
1912; Principal Scientific Officer, 
National Physical Laboratory 
1935-46: Aerodynamics Group 
Supervisor. Applied Physics Lab- 
oratory, Johns Hopkins Universi- 
ty 1946-49, Chief AerodynamidsL 
Armstrong Whitworth 1950-59; 
Leader, Astronautics Section, Ad- 
vanced Prefects Group, Hawker 
Siddeley 1959-61; Secretary, In- 
ternational Astronautical Feder- 
ation 1963-64; married 1939 Joan 
Unwin (one son, two daughters); 
died Epsom, Surrev 6 March 
1997. 
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Robert Browning 


HDton showing off model rockets before a lectors tour tn 1966 


Margaret Vines 


Margaret Vines was an actress 
to whom the critic James Agate 
was "not prepared to deny the 
possibility of greatness"*. He 
called her “our shyest, most tim- 
orous neophyte" and she played 
one highly praised West End 
leading role after another in the 
1920s and 1930s. A slim, wist- 
ful brunette with an engaging 
line and feyncss. she was on the 
stage for 40 years; but was the 
first to admit that she neglect- 
ed her theatrical career for the 
sake of the men in her life. 

In an age in which great act- 
ing of the kind dispensed by 
Eleonora Duse, Sarah Bern- 
hardt and Ellen Terry was still 
in living memory. Vines stood 
out not just for her looks and 
theatrical technique but as an 
actress of the highest potential. 

For Agate she provided in a 
play called Take Two From One 
(Haymarket Theatre. 1931) “a 
short 10 minutes of unearthly ra- 
diance which took the shine out 
of everybody else". When he saw 
her again the following season 
in Rudolph of Austria (Arts 
Theatre), “she had not been on 
the stage five minutes before 
one realised that here, if she puts 
herself into the proper hands 
is the next Viola, Cordelia. 


Desdemona and the whole 
category of faithful hearts'’. 

Did the actress then start 
looking for someone to steer her 
career into the highest classical 
places? She did dol She never 
gave it a thought. “I'm afraid I 
was a complete flapper." she 
confessed years later. “There I 
was having a big success and all 
these wonderful parts and it 
never occurred to me that it 
would ever be any different. I . 
was young for ray age and 
green, and very, very fey." Hav- 
ing become a West End star in 
her twenties she “didn’t realise 
that on the stage you've got to 
keep an eye to the main chance, 
take note of all the little jeal- 
ousies and rivalries and be 
madly ambitious all the time". 

Instead she just enjoyed her- 
self. She married, had a daugh- 
ter. ran away with another man. 
was divorced, had a son. and 
one day after the Second World 
War found herself faring life 
alone with children and a sick 
mother to care for. “No career, 
no job. no money and no man," 
as she put it. “And it was all my 
own fault," she said in 1956, 
when she was interviewed as a 
pre-war wonder who had end- 
ed up in a shop selling women’s 



Vines: ‘I was a complete flapper’ 

clothes and just made what she 
hoped was a come-back; though 
by then she had married for a 
second time. 

“The shop was awful but I had 
to live and that was all I could 
find. Then a friend found me a 
job in a small antiques shop in 
Hampstead. It was very cosy and 
genial and I loved it and 1 might 
have gone on doing it," had 
her first major role for years 
not been offered in 1956. This 
was a shrivelled and inhibited 
spinster in Paul Osborn's Morn- 
ing’s At Seven (Comedy and 
Westminster. 1956). As this 
“unquiet and revengeful spirit 


pent up in a thin parcel of ner- 
vous fidgets" (as one senior 
critic put it). Vines won the 
Clarence Derwent Award for 
the best West End supporting 
actress of the year. 

Vines was bora in Portuguese 
East Africa in L907, trained far 
the stage at the Royal Academy 
of Dramatic Art and first ap- 
peared in London at the Brix- . 
ton Theatre in 1926. Between 
understudying Elissa Landi in 
The Constant Nymph and Peg- 
gy Ashcroft as Naomi 
in Jew Suss (Duke of York's. 
1929), Vines acted in repertory 
at Huh and Birmingham. 

Returning to the West End - 
and Agate’s acclaim in 1931 -she 
found herself accused of mum- 
bling. “It may be that Miss 
Vines is not a great player in em- 
bryo," thundered the critic. “At 
the same time she is one of the 
only two novices now claiming 
attention - the other is a youth 
- to whom I am not prepared to 
deny the possibility of greatness." 

In the Kauftnan-Ferber com- 
edy Dinner at Eight (Palace 
Theatre. 1933), in which she 
made her Broadway debut be- 
fore staying on in New York as 
Anne of Bohemia in Gordon 
Da riot's Richard of Bordeaux. 


she gave the part of Paula 
Jordan what Agate called 
a palbos which would have been un- 
bearable if she had not also invest- 
ed her with a pinched enundatioa 
that was intolerable. Miss Vines 
must at once set about to remedy this, 
since the fault is so qcmdamg as 
to threaten her whale career. 

Vines evidently obeyed. She 
was “enormously* improved" as . 
the grand-da ugh ter in No£L 
Coward's production of the. 
□ext Kanfroao-FerberOoraedy, 
Theatre Royal (Lyric Theatre, 
1934), with Marie Tempest and 
Laurence Olivier as other mem- 
bers of a famous American 
acting , family (based on the 
Barrymores). The play may 
have rune personal bells for 
Vines, with its satire on the pri- 
vate lives of famous players who, 
“like fairies’* as another critic 
put it, “are subject to laws, dis- 
cipline and traditions which are 
as strong as those in the mortal 
workaday world, but different: 
and like fairies court disaster 
when they marry mortals". 

The reference books are 
silent about her between 1934 
and 1938, when she turned up 
in Shakespeare at the Open Air 
Theatre in Regent’s Park, Lon- 
don. Her Titania in/! Midsum- 
mer Night’s Dream and Marina 


John' Snell of Glasgow, bene- 
factor ofBalHol, has a lot to an- 
swer for. Since 1699 . Snell 
E xh g n tioriers, g ra du ates oCGIas-. 
gdw, have traditionally sboul- 
dered a bag of oats and headed 

south, past Sweetheart Abbfey in 
the St wmt ty (ft Kirkcudbright, 
wherefiestheheartof JotanBal- 

EoL, to his eoBege In Oxford, for 
four further years of hardiabour. 
This is austere training. 

After Kehinsdde Academy, 
Robert Browning of Glaqgow 
'addedhis name to over 200 oth- 
ers when Professor Rennie 
called the roll for his Ordinal? 
<7)»s« in the Humanity .Depart- 
ment of Glasgow University in 
1931. By 1935 Browning was 
therefore older than others of 
: his year when he presented 
himself as Snell Exhibitioner at 
BallioL Born in 1914, be faced 
youths bom in 1916, such as 
Kenneth Gaxiick (art historian). 


met his first wife Galina. In 

TV - . tnth? 



Photograph: Hutton Getty 


mPaicles were both outstand- 
ing; but during die Second 
World VVhrshe did not act all, 
“not even for Ensa". 

“1 suppose it was my own 

fault that I faded right out of the 
theatre. For one thing I was too 
busy looking after my small son 
in the country." Apart from a 
1945 season for Alec Ounes’s 
- Arts Theatre company inwhicfaJ 
her Lady Teazle tnumphed with * 
“the' innocent gfee of a . mis- 
chievous schoolgirl” and a sea-, 
son at HtkxhiyTheatte Festival 
in 1960, Vines found it “im- 
possible to get bade. Managers 
seemed to have forgotten me 
completely." She joined the 
BBC drama repertory compa- 
ny. There were occasional try- 
outs and television plays such as 
Ibsen’s PUbas of Society and the 
series Emergency Ward Ten and 
film parts. She finally retired 
from the stage in the 1960s. 

Adam Benedick 

Margaret Vines, actress: bom 16 
January 1907; married 1927 Ed- 
ward Loftus-Tottenham (one 
daughter marriage dissolved; 
t we son by Basil Sydney), second 
Denis Goacher {marriage dis- 
solved): died East Grinstead. 
Sussex 1 March 1997. 


tonaa. 

Browning was to collaborate on 
the then radical journal Past & 
' g was a natural 
elder, somehow always a mem- 
ber of a Senior rather than Ju- 
nior Common Room (over 
which Heath presided). 

Besides his Fnstsin Mods and 
Greais,Browning collected the 
full house of efa«ical prizes 
fardrips(forthe record: 
Nowfends, Ireland. Craven, Fer- 
guson, De Paravicmi, and 
Jeokyns; his Chancellor’s Prize 
was for a Latin version of 
Hume’s “Essay on Avarice"). 

He also started collecting 
languages — Albanian came 
early. This was a surprising 
hobby for one whose preferred 
method of coaununjc&tioato an 
individual, whether fay post- 
card or muttered aside, was as 
laconic as it was distinctive — al- 
most furtive. His languages, 
which never found Browning at 
a loss for words among schol- 
ars abroad, were timed fay lis- 
tening to East European radio 
stations at night after Munich. 
But, placed on a platform. 
Browning was loquadous. He 
could dehver over 300 words a 
minute without altering the an- 
gle of his smil e. Such style was 
to entrance generations of- 
research students, who never 
it the matter. 

thiny-mne brought 


iteyexr years? service, initially in 
the-Royal ArtiHery. He learnt 
Georgian in a troop-ship round 
the Ope. hi Cairo fab worked 
with another Hellenist, Enoch 
Fowefl, and met his second wife, 
Ruth. Ih Italy be wason the Gen- 
eral Staff. In Sofia he was on the 



■ In 1946 Browning returned 
first as a Hannsworth Semor 
Scholar at Merton College, Ox- 
ford, and then estabhshedhnn- 

setf m Loudon Uaiversigc from 

1947to 1965 in University Col- 
lege, and from 1965 to his re- 
tirement in 1981 as Professor of 

Classics and Ancient Histoiy at 
Birkbeck. , 

Such a formation made 
Browning a Hellenist first. 
From Glasgow, Snell’s bene- 
faction sent no more severe a 
textual critic to BalhoL But ex- 


perience or me DBIMIIB LflWUfiUl 
to this grounding medieval and 
modern Greek (the title of 
Browning’s influential hand- 
book ofl 969) too- The classicist 

(lie? r uft gt 


Browning: 300 words a minute 


subtle with classical texts seen 
through Byzantine eyes. He 
ebafred both the Societies for the 
Promotion of Hellenic and 
Byzantine Studies. He was re- 
view editor both of the Journal 
of Hellenic Studies and editor of 
the bibliography of the Byzan- 
tinische leuschrifr maga z ine. 

An internationalist, vice- 
president of the International 
Byzantine Association from 
1981: the years between Balli- 
ol and Belgrade were also a con- 
text for Browning’s politics, 
which were an enigma to those 
who sought continuity between 
his seductive studies Justinian 
and Theodora (1971), naturally 
Byzantium and Bulgaria ( 1975) 
and The Byzantine Empire 
(1980), and his contributions to 
the Historians’ Group of the 
B ritish Ownrumist Party in the 

heady days before Hungary. 

• • Some misread Browning's 
cryptic asides. It dawned on his 
students that he was most con- 
cerned for them, particularly if 
they were foreign, or as “mature" 
as a Snell Exhibitioner. Typically, 
it was in Canberra that Maistor, 
the title of his Gist Festschrift, 
waspublished on Australian ini- 
tiative in 1984; and this year it 
was in Venice that PhileOen, the 
title of hs second, was published 
cm Greek initiative. 

• . Robert and Ruth Browning 
enjoyed his formal retirement 
from Birkbeck in 1981. He an- 
imated a further generation of 
students in Dumbarton Oaks, 
which is Harvard Univeisity’s 
Byzantine .research outpost in 
Washington DC He advised the 
new University of Cyprus and 
was forthright about where the 
Elgin Marbles should be. John 
Snell’s Exhibitioner could also 
rummage in his bag of oats to 
find another collection: of ho- 
nours, from the kg® of Athens ‘ 
to a Birmingham doctorate. 
But it is by their students and 
the love of thek students that 
great didacts are known. 

' Anfliony Bryer 

Robert Browning, RyzantmisL 
bom Glasgow 15 January 1914; 
Lecturer, University College Lon- 
don 1947-55, Reader 1955-65; 
Professor of Classics and Ancient 
History. Birkbeck College, Lon- 
don 1965-81 (Emeritus); FBA 
1978; married 1946 Galina 
Chichekova (two daughters ). 
1972 Ruth Gresh; died London 
11 March 1997. 



Hugo Weisgall 


Sgt Weisgall at the Albert Hall in 1943 


Photograph: Hulton Getty 


The composer of 10 operas 
staged in the United States be- 
tween 1952 and 1993. Hugo 
Weisgall also wrote several bal- 
lets, many songs (including 
eight song cycles), choral works, 
chamber music and liturgical 
settings. He was also an excel- 
lent conductor. teacher and 
administrator. Three of his op- 
eras, Six Characters in Search of 
an Author, based on Pirandel- 
lo’s play. Nine Rivers from Jor- 
dan. with a text by Denis 
Johnson, and Esther, taken 
from the Bible, were derived 
from works by Wedekind. 
Strindberg, Yeats. Racine and 
Mishima. In 1995 he won the 
William Shuman Award, do- 
nated by Columbia University 
to an American composer for 
a lifetime’s achievement. 

Weisgall was bom in Eifaen- 
scbulz, Moravia (now Ivancicc. 


Bohemia), and emigrated to the 
L'S with his parents in 1920 
when he was eight years old. He 
studied piano, harmony and 
composition at the Peabody 
Conservatory. Baltimore, then 
with Fritz Reiner and Rosario 
Scalerio at the Curtis Institute, 
Philadelphia, gaining diplomas 
in conducting ( 1938) and com- 
position ( 1939). He also stud- 
ied composition with Roger 
Sessions. He was awarded his 
PhD by Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity for a dissertation on 
primitivism in 17th-century 
German poetry in 1941. 

After military service in Eu- 
rope (he was stationed in Lon- 
don as assistant miliary attache 
to governments in exile. 1945- 
46L Weisgall returned to the US 
to begin hk career in earnest He 

wt» director of the Baltimore In- 
stitute of Musical Arts 1 1949-51 ), 


then look a post teaching at 
Johns Hopkins. Having written 
two operas. Night and Litith, 
while a student m the 1930s, be 
now composed The Tenor, a 
one-act piece based on Wede- 
kind’s play Der Kamnutrsanger, 
which was produced in February 
1952 by the Peabody Opera 
Company, Baltimore. We isga ll 
himself conducted. In August the 
same year another one-act 
opera. The Stronger, based cm 
Strindberg’s Den Starkare. was 
performed, with piano accom- 
paniment, at the While Barn 
Theatre in Westport Connecti- 
cut by the HID Top Opera Com- 
pany, founded by the composer 
earlier in 1952. ’This dramatic 
monologue - there are three 
characters, but only one, a so- 
prano. sings - was revised and 
performed in 1955 at Columbia 
University. New- York, this time 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 

UALLETT: Ben. retired Vkc- Principal 
of Brunei Technical (.YiUcirt. Britfoi. 
*> March IW. ce asek-ssh and kwiiujy 
mirved wvr declinin': nnnnihs hi- 
Moreen. wife of m 2 'happy years. 
Much loved bv mo children und 
cijhl ■jamJdttlJtcn. Funeral und cre- 
mation ui Cun funi Cemetery. Br&ioi 
at IJOpm. Monday 17 March, all 

welcome. 

NICHOLSON: In lovingi memory .if 
fintoib) Gift who puv,ed jw.iy on 7 
March, aged <WJ. He was -I Ue.tr iriend 
and an inspiration tuail ufw femw and 
loved tun. Ruth and Parntiu MnchelL 

Announcements for Gazette BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS may he 
telephoned to 0171-293 2912 or Eucd 
to QI7J-29J 2010. arid are charged at 
£A50 a line (VAT rairai. 
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Birthdays 

Prince Albert of Monaco. St Sir Ken- 
neth Alexander. Chancellor. Ab- 
erdeen University. 75: Miss Pam 
Ayrcv pod. 5ft Prulcssor Sir Michael 
Bertv. research professor. Bristol 
University, 56: Mr Ian Bruce MP. 50: 
Mr Michael Caine, actor. 64; Mr 
Jasper Carrott, comedian. 51 Pn> 
lcv.nr Sir Colin DoIIery, former 
Dean. Royal Postgraduate Medical 
5ch«iL Mr Alan Elliott, chief con- 
stable. Cumbria. 55: Ll-Gcn Sir fr- 
ier Graham, former General Officer 
Commanding. Scotland fift Sir Philip 
Holland, former MP. hft Mr Quin- 
cy June*, bandleader. 64; Sir Gavin 
Laird, chairman. Greater Manches- 
ter Buses North. r>4; Air Chief Mar- 
shal Sir Douglas Lu»s. 75: Mr John 
McCall urn. actor and producer. “9; 
Lord Marsh, former chairman. 
Newspaper Publishers’ Association, 
oft Sir Eric Norris, former diplomat, 
79: Mr Bill Owen, actor. 81 Sir 
Richard Parsons, former ambas- 
sador to Sweden, rift Dame Beny Pa- 
terson. former chairman. Northwest 
Thame* Health Authority. HI: Gen- 


eral Paul Rader, General of the Sal- 
vation Army, 63: Miss Tessa Sander- 
son, javelin 'thrower. 41: Mr William 
StUery. Headmaster. Belfast Royal 
Academy. 56; Mr Anthony Smith, 
President. Magdalen College, Odmi. 
56: MLs Rita Tinhiqgham. actress. 
55; Sir Nicholas WalL High Gum 
judge. 52. 


Anniversaries 

Births: Georg Philipp Telemann, 
organist and composer. 1681: Johann 
Strauss the Eider, composer. INfli: 
Victor Emmanuel II. King of Italy. 
1820: Giovanni Vugirno Schiaparel- 
li. astronomer. 1835: Mrs Isabella 
Mary Bouton iMayson). author of 
household and cookery twoLs 1856: 
Albert Einstein, physicist. 1879. 
Deaths: Admiral John Byng. executed 
for neglect of duty 1 757: John Jervis. 
Earl of St Vincent, admiral of the 
fleet 1823: Karl Marx, political 
philosopher. 1883: William Hale 
White (“Mark Rutherford"), novel- 
ist 1PI3; George Eastman, photo- 
graphic inventor. Busby 


Berkeley i Wjliiam Berkeley Enos), 
choreographer. 1976: Sir Huw Pvts 
W beldac. broadcaster and adminis- 
trator. Cta this dajr the first pro- 
duction of 77jr Mikado . by Gilbert 
and Sullivan, was staged at the Szvny 
Theasre. London. 1885; the Gist 
trassitiastic radio broadcast was 
made. 1925: the New English Bible 
l New Tes;an:cn: i. a new translation, 
w-r- published in London. 1961. 
Today is the Feast Day of SI Euty- 
chhi> or Eustathios of Carrbae. St 
Leobmu- or Lubtn .md St Matilda. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Norman Coady. 
“Ascetic; iii i: Fflipito 1 ‘ Uppi* The I ir- 
gtr. and QiSd *Lth Saints tenant and 
DanUrj c ~' ip ra _ 

Victoria and Albert Museum; Susan 
Morris. “Lc Sueur's Bnst of Charles 
l~. 2J0p«n. 

British Museum: Cfcloc Saver, 
“Mexican Textiles'’. 1.15pm. 
Lom&boraodi InhtrMtj: Dr frier 
Barham. “Science in the Kitchen - . 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

1tr(>Hi><^l!RifiSiSnU''Mn Sotn Ik 
OOte aPhfS. ftnnr. Badonol- m rigMutnM Eog ■ 
list JStodJ fix AS HttlMkl BdMni CSaerp- 
witan- 41 >Sc VUKtti! laSnr AuL AnuAm 

Pirto uiurt, OwM Ils IUc rf EJafTErt > 

Wai-I bfecaJ h*U * hctiSm i A 

Hmfaar.hrrn Patki. TSt PtIpctm Rw* ima i or* 

*iri t Ww $LO»n. IbmUon. tch inug grc. 

Licaexal>Lni3ltucfmAcom!t»diiik>- 

P I Vagi B inw .MdanCTdcaL Brant KnrtaEaat 

UstoUpirTCwdl •sfcMoSuflSdtlSi?- 

iIxaI Lrranfemnb lacnu n tir.jid^llMW 

katafir Lsatni. Icnar.TkDriietatb 

>!■ I <tk V3i << EfliHfiaafAaacra. Uo& 

■^ltkSjiwail'Wccii'rKKikX Ln^tnraasjad loft- 

nnlip at Isi-cnd I-rak-n Sttf 

Changing of the Guard 

Tte H-.rascWJCjrsC!* Uraakd Rceac* nnma» 
'Se Oxt* • I4f Oort Jl Hmc GnA Manr. M- 

ptx&n C.oisan ijnauAo' moi Ac 

yucp‘> Uwi a: riTthtf 11 Mo, 1IJM. 

haBjponlalbvAcCWHmaQn^k ' 


Synagogue services 

Details of synac.ojue senkes to be 
held tomorrow may he obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath, 
begins in Londoo at 5.49pm. 
lulled 009. IWtra- 

Ubenl j»d rrapwix 0171- 

Sm 1663. Mn pT Great 

Biitalw fill. Spalit and Pljr- 

lU9K<r iAn Coamnattew 0| 7t-W 2X73. 

Uiadn Nysacogoc OLsotOI: OI7M2S 
102k 


with orchestra. It is one of his 
finest works. 

Moving to a new teaching 
post at the Juflliard School in 
New York, Weisgall next com- 
posed a three-act opera, Six 
Characters in Search of an Au- 
thor, for the New York City 
Opera, where it was produced 
in April 1959 durirg a season de- 
voted to operas fry American 
composers. Beverly SSHs sang die 
Coloratura (the 
in Pirandello’s play). By now 
WeisgaFs highly individual style, 
evolved from Neodassasm and 
Belgian Expressionism, was ful- 
ly formed.-His next opera. Pur- 
gatory. after W.B. Yeats, was 
performed in Wishington DC at 
the Library of Congress in 1961. 
It was followed by Athaliah, 
based on Racine, which re- 
ceived a concert performance in 
New York in 1 


Nine Rivas from Jordan, vrtih 
a libretto fay Denis Johnson, was 
produced at the New York City 
Opera in 1968. It attempted, 
over-ambitiousfy, “to deal with 
the unprecedented problems 
... caused by the Second World 

War" - in other words, to “ex- 
plain" the Holocaust— and was 
not popular. Much more suc- 
cessful was Jennie; or the Hun- 
dred Nights, commissioned by 
the Jnilfiard School, and per- 
formed at the American Opera 
Center there in 1976. The text 
was adapted from a modern 

hfoh play by Yukfo Mishima, the 
setting transferred to 19th- 
centuty London. The Garden, of 
^ 1 ^“’ originally written in 
1959 and revised between 1977 
and 1981, was finally performed 
tn 1992 at the Witherspoon 
Concert-Hall in Omaha. It was 
based on Andrfi O bey’s play, it- 


self based on Shakespeare's 
Venus and Adonis. 

In WeisgalTs final opera, Es- 
ther, premiered at the New 
York City Opera in 1993, the 
composer at last achieved his 
ambition to write a Holocaust 
opera, using the Old Testa- 
ment story as a parable, with the 
villainous Hainan standing for 
the Nazis and Esther herself for 
the Jewish people. Wdsgail's lat- 
er style, leaner and more dis- 
sonant, suited the subject 
perfectly and the opera scored 
a great success; and is to be 
leywed by NYCO next season. 

Elizabeth Forties 


bom Eibenschutz, Moravia 13 
October 1912; married 1942 
Nathalie Shubnan (one son, one 
daughter); died New York 11 
March 1997. 


CALLS TO THE BAR 


Lincoln's Inn 

Hard Marg g g MOxas; Chris Mjtraxiti. 
kis Uofd Roy Phnerw Gay Antony 

larnem ftral Aii Oorc Alextmfcr ftur 

MaeLmen: Shata ftra; JacyirW eru. 

abah Anoc Edwft: M&b Lee Ben 
WStaa Benedict Hamm Md Ntaawj 
Haqae;. Mebu-Dopioa Tbcodorides: 
Laras Anwar Hosm. 

Jot^hN&ttsKfFsitK David MakUcvt: 
Ease* Tbs Sds fiuip Chesner Jotfaa; 
fane Sww Mi ith p rav lBBh: WM— 
OtaJwirHaaiAdcUaJaaitiAfcft^if.jHo- 
haaiHl A& Judo ftxmei 

Wlffiaa Mcyrick; EHzatah Am Scott Knr 

Jcrany James Moms: timer Ainanc Jean 
Margam Caltan: Septa Pcto Dmwojr 
Mcgai Karoh Lewto; AsWcy Hnrtunnee; 
Juki Leamr. ' . 

ftlcah Sac&dn% Pfctafc OmanobH- A»- 
pta Aagda Maria Hcafr Cbarta Jama 
SmikI RahkS-IkyifDbh; Hctca EBaheth 
Smlor. SSmaa'QB Ai Scric CaibeAe He- 

In Abcmc Donriftice; -Bttyjaaata 

ftwow; Rates Tfaocsa SiqiheK JcdcU 
Ktaaom Jahfcar. 

N4R«n Y«o<u Andces Tfcw, Whh 

MafmuuL Stspfaca Ja±ha Metwe Iiund 

Bbcoc, Yaackub H) Mat 


Hilary Term 1997 ; , 

Inner Temple ; ■ • _ . 

fc*«t Nkbo&s Vftack; P»af Goode* Ct»-“ 

LalK WBliaio Smith; Chrktophtr John. 
Annstroos Lnaa.Ham&a; khdnfay 
nwnt, urasn Eftr rn ff p ; Huxb Qvb 
Jacqatime U*toc LbaRocfaefle 
Ctfao tdteCktaaiao De A*wdO! 
Si^MLaara Aabaoft; Hta Oama: Atari 
Karim Lets MStTHauBeOhe Oder H»- 
mom Sarrit Jane Vise. MA&wte Utrie 
ItomttaBriiiMeatgtaiAtaiJCay 

Middle Temple _ . • 

Eamon AncttKiite CMaHe^-EHaabeih 
TVwpwa; Wendy Anne O^DwU . 
CtateFoKmane JBOQOtnuefastta Den 
AodcEric ,Aoy Bomrit JctaPiwwUl^ 
ta SmonMmfc Bany;CBdKdHkSfri Don- 
way. Romick Andrew aupMv; Hekrn 
Uvpua WhBe r. Hmtia JtaM Mam 
Gaic; Stmas David. Ctmk Zoe Vjaoda.' 
laac-SnitiK taanHu La^Tcoodiy 


S cfaoSeld iftwitJmMP-itririM r; gw^.| 

: S mnana Jjaasait Frias; Remnh Jak 
Mcfmyru; Ssafaaen Pak q,^ ^ 
Martin CWmy. - 

Gray's Inn 

Wdmd Arawgr Jnde CyDooorfi. 





Damis Mtasfnm: 

iKWtwDnmiUeM 


itt Lo^Tonotby Lawiencs AtaOittOb S 
MWI c:a«re ; HBb NUmlmJaim Grab. 

tfa AandsTbonui Jane AirOri: Menes 


r-. CbKs Ocorp Kotmes SneK: 
Micbslle Ai Ling Us; Aleander George 


1 AmaS) R towltadlSStaS 


Rax Be, 

Spud Dddowa; Mdanmied ZhiS H® 
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d The armed forces don’t need a 


yie 


XsayS ,T„°!^^.voti e n g 
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ffla^bcweva^B the azmed forces. A fel- 
, ? iDer ^nttibutes to the 
debate; ^Ve don t want effine ouRmin 




tbe W This was 
crndefy expressed, but Government 
ministers still feel able to express the 
same sentiments in the House of Com- 
mons. Nicholas Soames, the Aimed 
Forces Minister, would not .publicly. 

urge women to get back to the kitchen 

‘ or the Prime Minister to play the race 

card in the coming election. But he will 

. say, as he did yesterday. “The Govem- 
meat supports the armed forces.in their 
wish to maintain a ban on homOsexuai- 
- ity in the services. Homosexuality is not 
compatible with foe.trust that m?igf mo 
between comrades in arms.” 

This is pre-election postering of the 
most unsavomy kind. He must kncw^as 
we all do, that the European Court of 
Justice will strike down the ban on gays 
in the military as contrary to European 
Union discrimination law. It wflLabobe 
struck dtown by the other Euro-court, in 


Strasbourg, as contrary .tothe European 
Convention on Human Rights, which is 
separate from tbe .EU. Mr Soames's 
detemrinatio&to fight the Perkins case, 
referred to Luxembourg by the High 
Court yesterday, is synthetic “I fearthat 
Labour, if elected would give up the 
‘ case, 7 ? he went on. • ' 

Tfcny Blair, too, has . been guilty of 
unattractive pre-election posturing on 
thisissue. Last May, he, his deputy John 
' Prescott, his moral commissar David 
B&iqkett, and his defence sp okesm an 
David Clark, all abstained in a Commons 
vote to lift the ban on gays in foe mili- 
. tary. Pretty h was noL Understandable, 
in the light of Bill Clinton’s experience 
with this issue on co ming to office . 
.Understandable, in view, of the depths 
to which Mr Soames shewed the Ibries 
- were. prepared to sink. But not at all 
appealing. 

Hie question is whether discrimina- 
tion on grounds of race, sex or sexual- 
ity is justified in any of the uniformed 
services. The answer is no. Uventy years 
after foe Sex Discrimination Act and foe 
European Equal Treatment Directive, 
thismould not be co nt rove rsia l. And yet 
: this Government has shown itself will- 
ing to pay out huge aims of money on 
behalf of the aimed forces and the 
police in hopeless defence of their right 
to discriminate against women and 
homosexuals. Police forces have recently 
been found by the courts to have failed 
to control sexual harassment of women 
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officers, and foe Strasbourg court will 
rule on Alison Halford’s case over dis- 
crimination in promotion on Monday. 

Why is it that uniformed services 
think they operate by different laws? All 
foe arguments foil apart under dose 
scrutiny. The distinguishing feature of 
these services is the requirement for dis- 
cipline and teamwork in acutely stress- 
ful situations. Mr Soames’s choice of 
terms goes to foe heart of the discrimi- 
nators’ case: “trust” and “comrades in 
arms”. The case is that you cannot have 
the essential bonding foe camaraderie, 
that will survive under fire or in a riot, 
unless you have a homogenous group of 


white straight men. But it is a difficult 
care to spell out, as MR» found when they 
tried to look at it in the Armed Forces 
Committee last year. Much nonsense 
was talked about people having to five 
in “dose proximity” to each other, about 
showers and sleeping arrangements. 

This is all about sex and’ symbolism 
and things people find difficult to talk 
about. But open discussion is needed, 
because it will help both the armed 
forces and foe public at large confront 
their irrational fears. Many service 
chiefs used to be instinctively 'hostile to 
women in combat roles in the armed 
forces, but if thev were made to talk 


about it came round to the idea. We sus- 
pect that foe same would apply to foe 
issue of homosexuals. 

Homophobia runs deep in wider soci- 
ety, but there is also a countervailing lib- 
eral tendency of which this country 
should be proud, of tolerating what 
other people get up to in private. Open 
discussion would help the second over- 
come foe first Of course, there have to 
be rules about what people get up to in 
private in uniformed services, as there 
are, in fad; in most organisations, writ- 
ten or unwritten. Sexual conduct does 
matter, especially when bosses and sub- 
ordinates have affairs: discipline and 
team loyalty can be undermined, and 
sexual tension creates uncertainties that 
can devastate proper working relation- 
ships. But sensible rules about sexual 
shenanigans apply equally to everyone. 

Finally, the nonsense about “effec- 
tiveness” It is a code for virility, and, 
while there is a role for controlled 
aggression in foe police and foe armed 
forces (and almost any other job), there 
is no reason why women or gay men are 
not able to show H. True, women are not 
so interested in zapping aliens in com- 
puter games, but many excel at the team 
skills of r unning operations centres and 
malting fast decisions which matter as 
much or more in real war, or running a 
crime-breaking operation. 

For foe police, certainly, effectiveness 
must depend to an extent on the force’s 
connectedness with the society it exists 


to serve. How many miscarriages of jus- 
tice would have been avoided if the social 
base of police forces had been broader, 
if the pool of talent on which they could 
draw had been deeper? That is the prin- 
cipal argument in favour of open recruit- 
men L And it ought to go without saying 
that it is unhealthy for the armed forces! 
like the police, to be unrepresentative of 
the society they exist to defend. In a 
democracy, socially representative uni- 
formed forces are an important guar- 
antor of everyone's securitv. 


The Lady’s right 
behind you, John 


B aroness Thatcher wilt be working 
“flat our“ in the election campaign 
to support the Prime Minister, a 
spokesman for her office said yesterday. 
Why Lady Thatcher thought a denial was 
needed is a mystery. First this week she 
was accused of backing Michael Portillo 
in the undeclared Conservative leader- 
ship campaign. Then it was alleged that 
she thought Tbnv Blair was a decent chap 
who “won’t let Britain down". What pre- 
posterous ideas! Mr Portillo is a One 
Nation Tory who wants to subsidise the 
royal yacht. And Mr Blair has made his 
distaste for Lady Thatchers firm style of 
leadership absolutely plain. She should 
replace her spokesman forthwith. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 



Care rules for 
the old favour 
spendthrifts 
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Sin Your leading article of 11- 

• March fails to address acrudal ■ 
issue - foe perverse incentives 

: resulting from the existing 
arrangements for paying for long- 
term care of foe old.. 

If I have worked hard and been 
careful with nw rroneythroogban* 
my.wcttking life, and if Xhavesaved 
and invested in nw own borne, then 
■ when I become okf and frail or • 
struck down by Alzheimer's, the 
. state wiD expect me tosdl my house 
to pay for long-term residential care. 

Butiflhavebeenidleand ?»■ 
squandered my money, and if I 

• have not planned for foe future but 
; lived for the' present, then foe state 
will happily pay in fuH for my long- 
term care. 

Yon refer to foe estimated f200m 
a year that the proposed scheme may 
cosl What y<» ignore is foal a ' . 
pensioner living m their own home 
who has paid off then mortgage 
before retirement win notte a . 

burden on thestate beyond their 
. basic pension. But thepensfonerstiD 
. renting their home wiD need the state 
to pay housing costs for perhaps 20 
or 30yearsof healthy retiremenL 
This represents a far higherburden 
on the taxpayer than that resulting 
from Stephen DooeJTs proposals. 
MARCUS YOUNG 
' Efy, Cambridgeshire 
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■ Sir: Thankyou for your leading 
article. What a refief! My reaction 
to Mr Donnell's plans had . 
prompted foe terrible thought, “If I 
am the only one who thinks that, 
am 3 already marching rewards 
dementia?* - . 

My house is my insurance against 
future need.hfyduldretthavea 
dear choice. Either they can help to 
look afierzoeifl become unable to 
. do it for myself and inherit their 
. reward, or I canpay someone else 
to do it and leave little behind. For a 
government supposed- to believe in 
family values, encouraging them to 
. opt out of family responsibilities 
and also to have expectations of ■ 1 
something for nothing, seems a bit 
rich. 

BETTY PERKV ••»••• 
Chelmsford. Essex 



They deserve 
Dawkins diatribe 


Sir: Some of your correspondents 
( Letters. 11.13 March ) have clearly 
been annoyed by Richard 
Dawkins's intemperate diatribe 
(S March) against woolly thinking 
in the name of religion (or anything 
else). 1 could understand their 
annoyance if Professor Dawkins 
had expressed himself 
contemptuous of people merely for 
possessing religious faith, but 1 do 
not think he did. 

Actually, are we not entitled to 
be just a little bit contemptuous of 
people, however eminent in their 
own fields, who allow themselves to 
be inveigled into pontificating in 
public about something they know 
very linle about? Especially" if it 
involves telling other people, some 
of whom may have studied and 
thought quite hard about the issue, 
how to behave ? 

Professor T J PEDLEY 
GonviUe and Coins College, 
Cambridge 


Parties rescued 
a VAT absurdity 


Sin How exquisitety timed your 
: article “The main parties 



Sir. No congratulations for your 

•le ading -article of 11 March. Its 
■ comments are directed at a 
relatively well-off class of home- 
’ owners. "Many home-owners are - 

relatively poor, having struggled - 

' for years not for an investment but 
to keep a roof over their headsand 
their child ren, and to create nota 
' “nest egg” but a beloved nest- The 
culminating irag£<fy for them is - 
being forced out of their homes by 

foe absence erf adequate, 

affordable home-care which would 
allow them to remain io them. 

Throughout the piece foe word 

“house* is used almost exclusively 
' ■ i i r ..... n/4n A 



nn use can mu ecu pc ■ 

soWthatahomecanornyh 6 . 
created rvith Jove and care, and it is 
the loss of this which is ite real 
injustice and the cause of so muen 
pamaadunhappiness. 

Mrs SHEILA MANN 

Leeds . 


leading 

need a deeper shade of green’ 

. (22 March). On your news pages 
you report a heavy defeat for a 
backbench amendment to foe 
F inan ce Bill, an amendment that 
would have- in the words of 
former Chance llor.N orman : 
Laxnont m his 1993 Budget speech 
- removed “ananomaty which 
makes a nonsense of any attempt to 
use fo&tax system to assist foe ' 
environment”. *'■>• 

. The anomaly hi question is the- 
patent absordity-of cbargmgVAT 
on energy conservation materials ai 
17.5, per cent whilst levying it at 8 
percent on energy consumption 
what is so depressing is that both 
Conservative and Labour from 
benches colluded to stop this 
distortion being rectified- 
ANDREW WARREN . 

Director; Association for the 

Conservation of Energy . 

London N1 


Tortoise and hare 


Sir. Your supplement on primary 

school league teMis was . 
ithimhwring. Who would haroe 




S^^Brow^havebcen 
beaten Ity Plodder Lane? 
.JONATHAN RIPLEY - 
Tonbridge, Kent 


Sin Your leading article was a 
welcome chfllieng&to the 
mainstream grey parties to address 
foe real problems afflicting us 
today. But what a pity that you 
continue to propagate foe myth 
foat the Green Party is a “single 
issue” party. ■ - 

The Greens recognise that a 
healthy environment, economic 
and social justice, and a true 
democrat^ are interconnected 
That is why we advocate a phased 
restructuring of foe taxation system 
io shift the burden from labour to 
pollution andresomce use; a basic 
income scheme for .nil, demolishing 
the poverty trap and ft ' 


strengthening of democracy and 
persona] freedom through such 
measures as proportional 
representation, a Freedom of 
Information Act and a Bill of 
Rights. Hardly single issue! 

I suggest that it is the grey parties 
who are “single issue”. Their 
damaging reliance on “economic 
growth” as a solution to all ills will 
inevitably perpetuate a widening 
gap between rich and poor, greater 
environmental destruction and 
ultimately a lower quality of life. 
DAVID CROMWELL 
Southampton Green Pony 


Attlee was a 
true socialist 

Sin Some facts about foe Attlee 
family show a rather different 
pkturefrom that given by Kate 
watson-Smyth (“Attlee was realty 
a Tbry, says his daughter-in-law” 

7 March). 

Clement Attlee's father had 
been a Liberal supporter. Gera was 
introduced to socialism by his 
brother Tbm, who had preceded 
him to foe East End of London. 

The two brothers worked together 
there from 1907 and had foe 
sympathy of their sisters, Mary and 
Margaret. 

Tom was a life-long member of 
foe Labour Party, his son 
-Christopher stood as a Labour 
candidate in 1953, 1 955 and 1 959 
and his granddaughter Catherine 
in 1 992. Other members of the 
family have been Labour 
councillors. Gem was not a lone I 


socialist in the family. Nor, in view 
of his government’s record or of his 
support, for instance, of foe 
International Brigade in Spain, 
could it possibly be argued credibly 
that he was “secretly a Tory”. 
PEGGY ATTLEE 
London NW3 


Murdoch and 
digital television 

Sir; Polly Toynbee’s article about 
digital terrestrial television and the 
BBC (“A naive fish in very 
dangerous waters.” 10 March) was 
foil of misconceptions. Here are 
four. 

1. To suggest that switching off 
analogue ten or more years hence 
is some drastic event is nonsense. 
This will only happen if Ity then the 
vast majority of foe public have 
chosen to buy digital televisons 
when replacing current televisions. 
In foe meantime analogue 
televisions will continue to receive 
existing channels for years to come. 

2. It is wrong to claim that 
everyone will “have to buy into foe 
digital age with a new blade box”: 
digital television sets will also be 
available. Neither set-top boxes nor 
digital televisions will be controlled 
by one private company as the 
article suggests. Both of them will 
be manufactured by many different 
companies and both will make the 
free digital services available to 
viewers as well as subscription 
channels. And. in the digital age, 
access for subscription services will 
be rigorously regulated. 


3. Her claim that “Murdoch" wiD 
control digital television if British 
Digital Broadcasting's application 
is successful is mistaken. 
“Murdoch” does not own BSkyB. 
BSkyB does not control British 
Digital Broadcasting. It has one 
third of the venture along with 
Carlton and Granada. 

4. British Digital Broadcasting 
does not propose to use 
“Murdoch’s terrestrial box". We 
will support a separate box serving 
our own customers with our own 
independent subscriber 
management service and smart 
card. To avoid confusing customers, 
this box will also be able to receive 
digital satellite as well as digital 
terrestrial channels. This is a good 
thing. 

NIGEL WALMSLEY 
Director 

British Digital Broadcasting 
London SB7 


A community 
unable to care 


Sir The case of Martin Murseli 
("Professional failures that led to a 
family iragetty”, 8 March) shows 
for a lie this government’s rhetoric 
about “care in the community”, 
because the community does not 
care. This is not because the 
community is uncaring, but 
because the Government has 
stretched foe resources of health 
authorities, social services and 
housing services to the point where 
they cannot dedicate sufficient 
time to each case nor co-ordinate 
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their efforts so as to ensure that no 
gaps are left through which the 
least fortunate may fall. 

I was in the same psychiatric 
hospital unit as Martin Murscll, 
although not at the same time, and 
upon my release I came to terms 
with ray menial health disability 
with only the help of loving and 
supportive friends and the 


sympathetic reaction of neighbours 


and employers. These people are 
representative of the community at 
large, but the official community 
services were no help at all. despite 
the obvious and sincere goodwill of 
the beleaguered practitioners who 
struggle to help those in need. 
EAMONNOTTERNEY 
London NI 


Sir: As a scientific officer working 
in the public domain I rmisL 
acknowledge the Rev Ian Kcnway’s 
assertion i letter. 1 1 March ) that I 
bear a responsibility to account for 
my activities. 

1 certainly would not wish to 
pontificate on questions of the 
philosophy of science or the writings 
of C P Snow, since 1 have had formal 
training in neither. However 
subscribing to an ancient, iT] -defined 
and shifting set of metaphysical 
values t insert the progressive religion 
of your choice ) or a set of ancient 
immutable dogmatic misconceptions 
(insert the fundamentalist religion of 
vour choice) does not quality one for 
such a task either. 

My understanding of Professor 
Dawkins's argument was foal there 
is a media circus that feels obliged 
to recruit not one, hut several 
spokesmen for the many cults and 
religions that cluuc-r our modern 
culture. The consequence is that 
foe transmission of clear, testable 
scientific information is obscured 
by sheer weight of numbers. It 
seems to me entirely appropriate 
that an individual like Professor 
Dawkins, charged with the 
responsibility of enhancing the 
public understanding of science, 
should highlight this foUv. 

G R TAYLOR PhD MRCP^th 
Leeds 


Algebra no joke 


Sir. It is a picy that you see fit to 
snigger on your front page at a 
“piece of ajgebra" produced by a 
statistician to identify unusually 
high numbers of false alarms 
( report, 12 March). The equation 
you display could be used (and in 
broad terms understood) by many 
16-year-olds if only the ideas and 
notation employed were property 
explained. 

If you lowered the level of 
discussion on your sports or 
business or arts pages so that they 
could be understood by those 
absolutely ignorant of such 
matters, you would rapidly lose 
custom. Why not raise your 
treatment of mathematics and 
statistics to recognise that many 
readers can appreciate averages 
and square roots when they see 


them? 

NICHOLAS COX 
Department of Geography 
Unhersiiv of Durham 


Lunar irony 

Sir; At about the time we received 
pictures of the Moon landings, a 
story was running about a woman 
aged over 60 in South Africa who 
had given birth to a bahv. 

I was working in a London 
hospital and on the ward was an 
older nursing auxiliary, unable to 
have children, who firmly rejected 
the former story as a scam “aJJ done 
with mirrors'' and ardently believed 
in the latter, as it gave her hope. We 
nurses, who knew better, scoffed. 

Ironic, That since then, doubt has 
been cast on those pictures (letters. 
7, 13 March) and a woman in her 
60s has had a baby. All these years 
later. I feel I owe her un apology. 
KATE DAVIDSON 
Chenscv, Surrey 


Eurofudge 

Sir; At Iasi, some good news from 
Europe! "Bundesbank admits 
EMU fudge possible" (headline. 12 
March ), Gan you tell us u here ii 
will be on sale and whether it will 
be subject to VAT and guaranteed 
free from salmonella? 

GEOFFREY HEATH 

High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire 
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I t may yet go down as 
one or the shortest-lived 
governments in history. 
YesLerday at noon, 
Bashkins Fino was 
sworn in as Albania's new 
prime minister at the head of 
an emergency all-party admin- 
istration; but even before his 
team of m misters had officially 
taken office, their authority 
had disintegrated into dust. 

Outside in the streets of 
Tirana, gangs of young men 
were looting army weapons 
depots and embarking on a 
rampage of plunder and terror. 
Automatic gunfire rang out 
across the city, bringing the 
armed rebellion that has swept 
across the country closer to us 
inexorable conclusion; the over- 
tlirow of all remaining state 
authority and the ousting of 
President Sali Berisha. 

The mob paid no heed to the 
new government's call to order, 
no heed to the Albanian intel- 
lectuals begging them to lay 
down their arms, no heed even 
to their own provisional com- 
manders, who have tried to 
impose order in the southern 
strongholds they have seized 
over the past week. Instead, 
they pushed Albania further 
into anarchy. Mr Fino remarked 
as he took over his meaningless 
new mantle of power “God 
save us. God save Albania." 

The events of the past few 
weeks - from the collapse of 
Albania's fraudulent “pyramid" 
investment schemes, to riots, to 
armed insurrection teetering 
on the brink of civil war - have 
come as a shock to an outside 
world that had given little 
thought to this most remote 
and mysterious of European 
countries. Mostly, Albania had 
not featured on the radar 
screens of Western govern- 
ments: to the extent that it 
had, it was vaguely assumed to 
be doing a reasonable job of 
emerging from 50 years of 
totalitarian nightmare into the 
democratic light of day. 

A state of political, social 
and economic collapse is hardly 
the ideal circumstance for West- 
ern policy-makers to play a 
rapid game of catch-up. Indeed, 
to match the confusion of the 
situation in Albania itself there 
has been an extraordinary 
plethora of interpretations in 
the media, ranging from the cau- 
tious to the downright barmy. 
Perhaps most extraordinary Is 
the highly polarised and per- 
sonalised ideological battle 
being waged on the pages of 
British and American newspa- 
pers between rival camps of 
academic specialists on the 
Balkans. Reading die competing 
dispatches in this battle is 



on the balcony of the Tirana 
International hotel as police 
brutally broke up an opposition 
demonstration just oatside in 
Sfamdarbeg Square, beating a 

prTT7iher oftat^mne rU.opp ositxm 

. jg ift them off into 
custody for several hours. - 

T he reaction to -such bla- 
tantly undemocratic 
behaviour was hardly 1 
instantane ous. Indeed, Euro- 
pean countries went ahead and- 


gentle pressure on Mr Berisha: 
than risk alienating him through ■ 

noisy protest. As a result, the rul- 
ing Democratic Party reckoned 
it had got away scot-free and feftr 
bold *n«» E h to cock a snook at 
both the US, which caBedibr the- 
elections to be held agai n , and 
the IMF, which suspended its 


Shadowed by anarchy: as authority cofiapses, shocked Western commentators argue with each other about the causes of the crisis 


Photograph: Alex MajoH/Magrium 


‘God save us. 
God save Albania’ 


depressing, partly because it 
reveals the limited vision of 
many of the players, but mostly 
because it makes tbe job of 
understanding Albania 10 times 
harder. 

Broadly speaking, there are 
two schools of thought on the 
origins of the present crisis- The 
first, mistakenly referred to by 
its detractors as the “left-wing 
view but shared in most partic- 
ulars by independent analysts, 
including this newspaper, is 
that President Berisha hood- 
winked the world into believing 
he was a democrat while evolv- 
ing into a dangerous dcspoL 

Political repression went 
hand-in-hand with rampant 
state corruption and a nourish- 
ing of crime rackets that were 
not only tolerated, but to a large 
degree also organised by the rul- 
ing order. The president tried to 
buy his people's support with the 


government's refusal . to dose 
down the pyramid schemes. 

The tragedy that has un- 
folded since the collapse of the 
schemes has shown up not only 
the strength of popular feeling 
against the government, but 
also the inability of anybody to ' 
control the forces that have' 
been unleashed by the uprising: 
Anyone who has beat to the 
chaotic south of Albania, where 
foe revolt has beat in foil swing 
for more than a week, knows, 
that accusations of Com m un i st-- 
inspired plots to overthrow the 
state are preposterous, just as 
anyone currently in Tirana- 
would laugh at foe notion that'- 
ll Berisha is some kind of all- 
powerful evil genius manipu-: 
fating the whole thing for his 
own purposes. 

And yet these are the sorts of 
analyses finding their way into 
serious newspapers. On Tues- 
day, The Wall Street Journal 


While armed mobs roam the streets of Tirana, uncontrolled even $5Q0m a year) and foreignaid. breathtaking for its sheer igno- ; 


by the insurrection's leaders, confusion and conflict reigns among . STS3 ! 

TTT . , . . , ... . m «> because of foe dientelistic credible claims of ballot-box 

Western analysts and policy-makers, says Andrew.' Gumbel ■ of the government, stuffing- ■ 

•' x " ** . which appeared reluctant to hons, even though the OSCE > 


pyramid investment schemes, 
which in turn were propped up 
by the profits from the illegal 
arms and drugs traffic. When 
foe schemes collapsed, popular 
anger at the regime knew no 
bounds, and. in short order, 
army depots were looted, pop- 
ular revolutionary councils 
sprang up and the march on 
Tirana became unstoppable. 

The other view, espoused 
until recently by Western 
embassies and still championed 
by a small group of Thalcherile 
ideologues and right-wing news- 
papers, is foal Mr Berisha is a 
much-misunderstood man. a 


ftotf 


jp a turedm &rsduri "* 


true democrat struggling to pull 
Albania away from its heritage 
of Stalinist isolarkxusm but beset 
by the powerful forces of foe past 
operating through the mafia and 
the main opposition party, foe 
Socialists. Reports of electoral 
fraud were exaggerated by Ctm- 
raunist propaganda, as were alle- 
gations of government collusion 
m organised crime. The pyramid 
schemes were an unfortunate 
side-effect of free -market capi- 
talism. and their existence a sign 
of the weakness of the govern- 
ment's hold cm Albanian society, 
not its authoritarian strength. 
The armed insurrection has 
nothing to do with popular anger 
but was deliberately stirred up 
and organised by criminals 
backed by foe Socialist party. 

Much" of the debate sur- 
rounding these diametrically 
opposed positions has been 
marred by conspiratorial think- 
ing. the more polarised writers 
on the left tending to credit 
President Berisha with an evil 
omnipotence, and the right 
doing exactly the same thing 
with the Socialist-led opposi- 
tion. Worse still, some British 
writers have taken to accusing 
each other of fomenting anar- 
chy in Albania. The Sunday 
Telegraph ran a headline this 


week that read:. The media . and stabilising the currency. 


.-.L> ’-.ImV.-v- iiiorfi. j ru aeiiigjaafoeonirol over any area 1 reportireferred to them dearly 


back the Communists'- as 
usual". Two of the Albania spe- 
cialists specifically attacked in 
foe accompanying piece, James 
Pettifcr and Miranda Vickers, 
promptly threw a slew of accu- 
sations back at foe author, 
Anthony Daniels, some of 
which found their way into The 
Guardian on Monday. 


C learly, foe debate should 
be focused on Albania 
itself, not on foe various 
axes being ground around aca- 
demic corridors. There was 
undoubtedly a terrible mis- 
reading of Albania by Western 
governments after foe fall of 
Communism in 1990-91. Tbe 
World Bank went so far as to 
characterise Albania as a “small 
haven of peace and economic 
growth" - a phrase that must be 
haunting foe authors of foe 
report in which it appeared. 
President Berisha and bis gov- 
ernment were showered with 
development aid as a reward 
for maintaining stability in their 
comer of an otherwise turbu- 
lent Balkans. And they were 
widely praised for liberalising 
the economy at great speed, 
opening the country to foreign 
markets, containing inflation 


But whileithe West -felt its 
own interests were being well 
looked after, the regime was 
becoming increasingly auto- 
cratic showing ever scam er 
respect for foe institutions of 
foe state, conducting purges of 
public officials, espeoaflym foe 
judiciary, denying the opposi- 
tion and the independent press 
their fundamental rights, as 
guaranteed under foe constitu- 
tion and alienating many of its 
supporters, who either switched 
to foe opposition or left tbe 
country. 


of economic fife. • 

- Afar greater revenue source, 
meanwhile, was the Mack econ- 
omy, and espeoalty organised 
crime. Albania is a major con- 
. dmt for foe smu gg ling of arms 
and drugs, and during foe war 
in Bosnia it was used for foe 
transit of petrol to Serbia.and 
Montenegro, in contravention 
of UN sanctions. The port of 
VIora has lived handsomely for 
foe past two years on foe trans- 


foe Balkans and Asia across foe 
Adriatic to Italy. Western intel- 
ligence officials believe that 


Economically, all was not this cr iminal revenue is. at the 
well either. It is true that the origin of the pyramid invest- 


country recovered rapidly from 
the post-Communist cofl^ise of 
1991-92, eradicating chronic 
food shortages with help from 
the Italian army and opening 


ment schemes and helped to 
keep them going far longer 
than mathematical logic would 
dictate. 

Foreign governments began 


the Albanian market to , a wel-' ; to express concern about these 
ter of Western consumergoods. issues only in the wake of the 


It is also true that, with foe help 
of foe IMF and other organisa- 
tions, the lek was stabilised and 
inflation brought under control 
But foe nature of Albania’s 
economic growth was suspect 
from a very early stage. The 
bulk of its legitimate income 
derived not from production, 
but from remittances sent 


May 1996 elections, which were 
boycotted in midstream by the 
opposition and denounced as 
invalid by foe Oiganisation for 
Co-operation and Security in 
Europe and others because of 
widespread vote-rigging and 
mriroHfatioa. Ttao dags after the 
first round of voting, the diplo- 
matic community and the 


home , by Albanians, working - world’s media had ringside seats 


And it described Mr Berisha as 
a medical man, “not a Com- 
munist apparatchik”, even 
though he was a secretary of the' 
old Party of Labour for more- 
than 20 years and served as a 
cardiologist In Enver Haxha's- 
jealously guarded inner aide/' 
Admittedly, foe Oxford 
group of Thaicheriter acade- 
mics is rather more intelligent: 
in its analyses. Mark Almond, a. 
lecturer in Balkan history, is-no. 
doubt right to aigue that the: 
Albanian government has- 
become weaker than foe mafia- 
rackets operating in foe conn- 
Dy, and right to warn of foe d aiK> 
gets of a Socialist party takeover: 
without democratic guarantees^ 
But the abflhy of Mr Berisfaa's 
Western’s admirers to absolve! 
their hero of all blame for the: 
Albanian disaster is uncanny. Mri 
Berisha has been described as. 
“foe fast Thatch ente”- adared. 
for ideological reasons by a-, 
dutch of right-wing thinkers? 
Unfortunately, much ofthe adu- 
lation heaped upon him has 
been offered unminkingiy and' 
inesponably. It is time for foe; 

apologists to swallow their pride 

and admit they were wrong, for 
foe sake of a dear-eyed under- 
standing of what can be done tu-; 
help Albania. . \ 
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Mr Howard and the incredible prison hnik 

A s Mr Michael Howard Very funny. I am sure, but let ™- ,j ■* — • — • • — 

continues in his bid to us be serious for a little 
pot all potential voters while. A moment's fooueht 
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A s Mr Michael Howard 
continues in his bid to 
put all potential voters 
behind bars before tbe 
election, it turns out that he 
has already occupied all 
available space on land. So 
Mr Howard has imported a 
- floating prison from America 
to be moored off Portsmouth 
and help to absorb onr 
surplus prison population. 

It seems likely that this 
will involve Mr Michael 
Howard in farther legal 
problems, and further 
dashes with the judiciary, so 
to explain aD tbe legal 
niceties of this new move by 
Mr Michael Howard, I have 
secured tbe services of Julios 
Martello QC, an expert both 
on marine law and megalo- 
mania, to answer some of 
your questions on this 
exciting new development In 
Britain’s naval heritage. 

It seems to me that Mr 
Howard is just toting us back 
to the grim Victorian days of 
the floating hulks, and / 
wonder if it is in Mr Howard's 
mind to go even further back 
and start sending other 
prisoners ov erseas to sene 
their sentences in Australia : 
Julius Maricllo QC writes: 


Very funny. I am sure, but let 
us tie serious for a little 
while. A moment's thought 
will show you foal even Mr 
Michael Howard would not 
send prisoners to Australia to 
carry out their sentences. 

This is because Australia is 
. now a sovereign power and 
would not accept them. My 
understanding is that Mr 
Michael Howard is seriously 
considering sending our 
prisoners overseas to some- 
where like foe FaUdands. or 
Gibraltar or ... no. that’s it 
lb the Falklands or Gibraltar. 
Or maybe St Helena. There's 
a precedent, after all. 

Won't the inhabitants he up 
in arms? 

Julius Martello QC writes: 
Very possibly. But as they do 
not have a vote In the election, 
I do not suppose that win 
worry Mr Michael Howard. 

Tftis new prison ship due to 
be anchored off Portsmouth, 
Hill it be subject to maritime 
law? 

Julius Martello QC writes: 
Undoubtedly. It wfl] become 
foe first prison in Britain 
which wul be, from a.legal 
poinl of view, part of our 
merchant navy. 

Does this mean that, for 
instance, tlte governor of the 


Miles 

Kington 


Would it not be illegal under 
maritime law to confute’ 
passengers to their quarters, 
forfearof their drowning in 
an emergency? . 

Julius Martello QC writes: 
Normally speaking, yes. But I 
gather Mr Michael Howard is 
of the opinion that a drowned 
prisoner is a prisoner who will 
not reoffend. There is also a 
jrfan to have the prison ship 
surrounded by armed guards 
in rowing boats to prevent 
escape. 

And to shoot anyone who 
does?. 

Julius Martello QC writes: 
Well, I am not sure of that 
But very possibly Mr Michael 
Howard may be of the 
opinion that a shot, drowned . 
prisoner is even leas likely to 
reoffend. 

_ A has been forecast on d& 
rides that the more prisoners 
Mr Michael Howard tries to 

cram into jail the more lijcely ■ 


pnsonwm be the equivalent of Howard may be of the • 
a ships capon and wiB be opinion that a shot, drowned 

empowered tomarrypisoners? prisoner is even less likely to 
Julius Martello QC writes: I reoffend. . 1 

fonfo it would be very unwise It has been forecast on dU 

for a prison governor to many rides that die more prisoners 
a prisoner. &pectajy rf he - • Mr Michael Howard tries to 
were marred already. crum Into ja% the more tikefy 

ha, what I meam was -oh. then is to be same sort of 

never mind But one thing that explosion of anger. How the 
spmgs to mind is that off sea cc usudliesub ofaprisdn revolt 
§vmg vessels must have is a roof-top demonstration, 

adequate emergency routines ’ - ,-bu{ in the case ofHMS Hulk' 
and regular hfe-boat drill On h is quite likely that the lads 
the other hand, prisoners an will take over the prison ship 

usimlN left locked up in their AND TAKE IT OUT TO 

cells for most ofthe day. How SEA! Now, Once they have 

can these two be reconciled? gone past the three-mile Umil 


could they not re-register the 
boat as an independent state ‘ 
and apply for membership of 
tiie Untied Nations? 

Julius Martello QC writes: 
Hmm. I suppose 
theoretically it is possible ... 
although it might be 
construed also as piracy. 

Say, for instance, tiiatMr 
Michael Howard himseff 
decided to visit die floating 
/atom.- Sounds untikefy that he 
would visit a prison, but let's 
say so- Let's say that while he 

is on board the floating prison 
there is a takeover by the - 
prisoners and the ship is taken . 

out to sea. Lei's say that the 

new crew of the HMS Hulk 

decide Jo have a democratic 
trial of Mr Michael Howard ■■ 

and after a fair hearing.— there 
will after all, be a few . 
soBcitbnarrtbanhtiersamane 
the prisoners -he is 
condemned to walk thrplank 
■Let’s say that as Mr Michael 

Howard is dragged to the 
plank weeping and screaming 
andbeggpigjor the mercy he i 
never showed anyone rise ... . 

Sadly; that is all we have time 
frm But rest assured that 
Jnfias Martcflo QC will be 
back soon to answer more of 
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gfas Hogg's weekly tor- 
ment at the disnatch bi the 
ttions of the 


relentless 


; 


secretiveness and incompetence 


at the Ministry 0 f Agriculture, 
the. ra^Uy and gmesomety 
unromanticteJeviaon images of 
excrement encrusted cows 
reflect something much bigger: 
*“ irreversible charge m aifture! 
The discovery of Bffl Swann’s 
report on the filthy condition of 
the country's abattoirs was 
something much more impor- 
tant that an embarrassment for 
a moribund Government. It 
may not be too mflknnialiasar 
we are now seeing, fo at least 
anesegmenr of national life , the 
begmnmg a transitiQn from an 
age erf producerism th an age of 
consumerism. 

It is- apt to say that Svpann’s 

report was discovered over the 
dead body of the Ministry of 
Agriculture. It's all over for. 
MafE, at - least . in its present 
form. It is: pointless to rant on 
about the culture inbred in the. 
Qply department to sponsor a 
single industry, or network of 
industries. In which dvjl ser- 
vants and veterinary, anantrerg 




Donald; 

MacIntyre 


had been unearthed by the Lib- 
eral Democrat agriculture 
spokesman Paul Tyler and The 
Independent. Small beer no 
doubt, but the point is that the 
Ministry of Agriculture admit- 
ted they knew that Mr Corrigan 
had had a problem m Australia 
when they appointed him. An 
insoucaance which surety speaks 
volumes about the: incestuous 
relationship the ministry 
expects its officials to enjoy 
'with the industries they are 
supposed to monitor. 

. This is nicety xQastrated, as it 
happens, by a glossy publication 
called Functions of the Meat 




jobs-in the. department and 
the companies they regulate. In 
which a minister can say, with- 
out irony, as Lord Lucas, agri- 
culture spokesman in the Lords 
did on Wednesday, that on food 
safety it proceeds on the basis of 
co-operation with the indistiy. 

It did not, he added, “take a big 
stick to hand close down every- : ■ 
thing that was unsatisfactory. . ' ■ 

Had we done so we would have 
closed down two thirds of the ■ 
industiy on day one." There is ■ 
yet to be a single prosecution for hygiene- 
breaches of the kmdsobnitalty exposed tytbe 
Swann report And, as Sheila McKechnie, 
director at the Consumers’ Association, said: 


A revolution 
is taking 
place that 
will end 
far ever ’ 
the food 
producers’ 
stranglehold 
on the 
Ministry of 


Hygjene Service, which the min- 
istry helpfully issued on 
WiODesday, Given the depart- 
ment’s instincts for suppres- 
sion, ft was rather surprising that 
it wasput out at all For it could 
hardlybeamqregraphicxllus- 
tration of what is wrong, There 
are lots, erf pictures of earnest- 
lookrag. folk in spotless white 
coats examining r^ry^cc^c in 

- gl e<mnng ^« rfflhlithnv»nf«; of the 

sort Swann, for qne, would not 
reopgnise. Ea 1st of its “per- 
formance targets”, “applying 
.fay^^ ieqpirement^' comes 
seventh out of nine, behind 
.three on ffnanrinl p^nnnimn^ 
one on and one on animal 

welfare. But the best bits are the 
glowing encomia -dropped into 
the main ten — from the big 
beasts of the food producer 
jungle: die Federation of Rush 
Matt Wholesalers is enraptured 
■ with the “positive and respon- 
• - swe” way the service has met 

‘V’- “recent demands”. From whom 

\ it does not say. And then the 

International Meat Traders’ 
Association is tfariDed with the 
.... “excellent service and total co- 
operation’' it has received from the chief exec- 
utive and all MHS staff. - 


we re talking about." Nor is ttus the lament of 
a New Age foodie: remember, 20peoplehave 
died of£ coff in Lanarkshire. • 

The Meat Hygiene Service, the agency 
which is ai the bearfcofHogg’s travatisifras had - 


i short and unhappy history: The Commons 
ammitteereaord 
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Standing -Committor. , Eeponfe^of the -debate 
when it was set up in AprilT995 already read; 
like- something frown bygone ago, Theded- 
siem to Temove the job of abattoir regulation 
from local authorities and hand it to a nation^ 
wide agency was opposed by Labour. But tins 
was mamfy over the one issue winch dominated 
the proceedings of the committeft* the costs to 
industry that would accrue from . the new ser- 
vice. Tb his credit. Labour’s. Eddie O’ Hara 
warned prophetically of the danger under the; 
new system of ^cross-oewtammation and con- 
sequent food poisoning". He pointed out that 
it had been the local authorities who had been 
most concerned about the possible - but at the 
time officially dismissed risks of BSE. But 
even his speech was hugely taken up witb.the 
anger of meat wholesalers who - feared being - 
driven out of business by the excessive costs 
they would have to pay to be inspected. That . 
couldn’t happen now. . . 

^ What's more, the service bad -a. rather 
unpromising starL.Even most of the experts 
have forgotten that its first head of-operations, 
FhilipCbrrigan, a vetwithanmternational aca- 
demic reputation, was found.to have left his 
native Australia under a bit ofti cloud - namely 
six distibfinary charges under the Anrtratiarj 
Public Services Act, including a complaint 
alleging that he had solicited a grant from the - 
AnstrafianQ^Sfora^AssodaticmtofiiBiKe 
a-triri tn an inter n atmnfll conference in Berlin. 

He left, but only after his roubles in Australia 


tafkxn the MHS still has, of course, would be 
if the quote had said “The MHS and its chief 
. executive have been an utter pain in the nedc, 
snooping at everything we do, enforcing all 
sorts of footing restrictions and being para- 
noid about the odd'eow with diarrhoea." 

• -Ifs.fi safosh bet that; this wfll be the last 
report of its kind from the MHS. Itmaybe that 
Maff will Bmp ton, as Labour cunentiy intends, 
with another agency, whether answerable to 
the Department of Health or not, taking care 
of food safety. There is no reason why MafFs 
green functions should not be hwed on to Envi- 
ronment and its European subsidy negotia- 
tionsto the DTI (a department crowded with 
ministers with too little to do). Some food stan- 
dards -campaigners believe it should be 
reformed wholesale rather than dismembered. 
But others, including Sheila McKechnie, 
believe it should be abolished if only to elim- 
inate the corrosive culture of a department 
which saw its role as protecting not just farm- 
ers but meat wholesalers, tenderers, abattoir 
operators and the whole panoply of industries 
now caught in the freadbgbts. 

.This change will be painfully slow. There 
may be mare revelations to come. The intim- 
idation of meat inspectors at abattoirs won’t 
stop overnight. The problems of the poultry 
industiy have so far escaped attention. But 
something has snapped. It no longer seems 
possible that Edwma Currie could face the 
lyhdi mob which ended her ministerial career 
over salmonella. It no longer seems possible 
that Mrs Thatcher could say, as she once did 
when asked whether Maff had outlived it’s 
usefulness: “You don’t see: fanners are con- 
sumers too." The stranglehold tire big pro- 
ducers have had over those who buy and sell 
then- food is loosening daily. And it won’t be 
cpmingbadc. 


Racist table talk of 



I take it that no readers of 
this newspaper, or any 
other newspaper for that 
matter ever make or hear 
anyone efeemakngracfet 
remarks. That is why Paul Wit- 
son’s television documentary, 
The Dinner Party , in which “the 
most notorious dinner guests in 


by Suzanne Moore 


the country” sit around happily 
mouthing off about queers and 
immigrants and “Black Rasta- 
farian Africans", is deemed 
newsworthy. 

A week after David Evans 
felt free to lecture school chil- 
dren on the subject of “black 
bastards", we have yet more 
evidence that the heart of dark- 
ness is located in that mythical 
land, Middle England, actually 
this time rural Suffolk. Out 
there in the shires, or maybe in 

the cotmcQ estates of our rides, 
there is that evil thing called 
racism. Where we live, how- 
ever, everything is harmonious 
beyond belief a regular little 
Ebony and Ivory situation. 

Who are we kidding? And 
what are we trying to prove? 
That other people are oigots, 
stupid enough to let them- 
selves be filmed spouting their 
true blue prejudices, while we, 
the whiter-than-white, look on 
with disdain Or are we glad 
that these views are expressed 
publicly because then we know 
what we are up against, we 
know who tiie enemy is, where 
the racists are? If this is the 
case, then is the enemy senior 
judges referring to hard work- 
ers as “people who work like 
niggers”? Is ft the police 
involved in the Stephen 
Lawrence case? Is it those m 
the Ibry party who want to 
turn immigration into an elec- 
toral issue? . 

These are confusing times. 
The Daily Mail is prepared to 
name those it claims killed 
Stephen Lawrence yet it also 
supports Nicholas Budgen’s 
view that the relaxing of immi- 
gration controls is a legitimate 
subject of debate. John Major 
has said that.he wiU not play 
“the race card" and Tbny Blair 
has congratulated him for it 
There are those who would 
argue that the discussion of 
immigration is not in itself 
racist, yet the playing of “the 
race card" can only be mean- 
ingful if we all assume that we 
are playing it into the bands of 
an implicitly racist electorate. 

The Daily Telegraph can 
conjure up the spectacle of 
hordes poised to enter the 
country, “half a million people 
every five years"; Budgen 
defends his position by claim- 
ing t hat the majority of Asians 
themselves think our muni- 
ion polices are too lenient, 
ie cites the Asian doctor who 
has no reason to want more 
Punjabi labourers brought in. 
The Mail, naturally, admires 
Asian immigrants, particularly 
“their respect for education, 
the law and family values". 
Admiringibem is not the same 
as wanting more of them, is it? 
Budgen talks of the number of 
“blade riots" in Brixton, Bris- 
tol and Wolverhampton. Inc- 
redibly, he tells us that there 
has been “no white rioting 
against the Black and Asian 



White people should stop 
feigning horror when the “secret 
racism’ of so-called polite 
society is exposed 



population. The white com- 
munity has expressed its view 
through the ballot box." 

One doesn’t have to be a 
lily-livered liberal to find the 
subtext to all this guff, and it 
is as undeniably racist as win- 
terings of a few drunken half- 
wits over dinner. The differ- 
ence is that all public speech 
now has to start with a decla- 
ration of anti-racism before it 
goes on to parade in the crass- 
est way possible a series of 
stereotypes based on igno- 
rance and fear. 

Of course as, Linda Bellos 
inted out in these pages car- 
er this week, things are 
improving and there are a few 
signs that the “politics of race” 
are being discussed in more 
intelligent ways. Professor 
Patricia Williams, deliverer of 
the Reith Lectures, despite her 
demonisation as a PC zealot, 
turns out to have some inter- 
esting things to say about 
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“colour-blindness". Bellos also 
mentioned the handling of the 
discovery of the HMS London. 
which contained the remains of 
manacled slaves. She praised 
the lack of denial of the facts 
about the slave trade. 

We could also talk of the 
sensitive handling of issues of 
race in much of the Comic 
Relief coverage or the atti- 
tudes expressed in opinion 
polls by young people that con- 
tinue to highlight racism as a 
serious ilk Bellos’s point, 
though, was clear - that 
progress can only be made 
when black people themselves 
speak out and arc Listened to. 

Yet the wavs in which race is 
spoken about are so round- 
about that we are shocked when 
faced with overt racism. All the 
poring over league tables, the 
scurrying between one school 
and another, has a lot to do with 
race, but try getting your aver- 
age middle-class “anti-racist" 


to talk about it. The absence of 
black faces in public life is often 
put down to something called 
“institutional racism” which 
means that individuals are let 
off the hook, yet how does insti- 
tutional racism come about 
except by discrimination that is 
practised at times by individu- 
als? The Society of Black 
Lawyers has complained this 
week about “an appalling level 
of unequal treatment - which 


means students from ethnic 
minorities continue to be under- 
represented in the profession. 

I am not suggesting a return 
to a kind of politics of guilt 
where everyone has to locate 
their own inner racist. How- 
ever, continually to position 

racist attitudes as either belong- 
ing to a group of unsavouiy 
individuals or merely the social 
lubricant of many big organi- 
sations does not get us very far. 

As “trust" is supposed to be 
one of the big ideas, one has to 
tackle the distrust by many 
black people of so many key 
institutions - the police, 
schools, the media, to name but 
three. The championing of the 
Lawrences sem out a long- 
awaited message that white 
society did care about the mur- 
der of a young black man. Yet 
while once again we are fixated 
on the banality of racism dis- 
played in Paul Watson’s film, 
three members of Combat 18- 
18 stands for the position of 
Adolf Hitler’s initials in the 
alphabet - received sentences 
of only 12 to 17 momfrsfor their 
activities. This included the 
publication of a hit list, of peo- 
ple to be punished alongside 
detailed instructions on how to 
make bombs. The list included 
Sharon Davies; her crime is her 
marriage to a black man. 

If polite society is as truly 
anti-racist as we like to pretend 
then we should be up in arms 
about this. Remember this is an 
organisation whose main aim is 
to “ship all non-whites back to 
Africa, Asia , Arabia, alive or in 
body bags, the choice is theirs". 
Instead, however, we ache to 
witness the horrible spectacle of 
both parties rushing around 
after the ethnic voterpatronis- 
ing “ethnic minorities" left, 
right and centre. 

Those prepared to play the 
race card may appear not to be 
playing with a full deck, but as 
long as we do not make them 
show their hands then they will 
continue to bluff us. If we were 
able to talk openly about racism 
instead of having to deny its 
presence, the race card would 
not have the currency it has. As 
many of the remarks of recent 
weeks have shown, racism to 
some may be a dirty secret; but 
to others it is part of a shared 
world view. We have found out 
nothing from the remarks of 
David Evans or the guests at 
The Dinner Pony that we did not 
know already. As the “secret 
racism" of so many respectable 
players is exposed, then white 
people dutifully feign horror at 
a secret that black people have 
been Lelling us about for some 
time, if we had listened to 
them. 



Britain 


W hen asking us to give sym- 
pathetic considerati on to 
the possibility of withdraw- 
ing from the European Lfokm, Eqn>- 
sceplics are Jess than frank about 
what this might mean. They suggest 

that an independent Bn tain could 
remain on good terms with the 
Uhion, each going its own separate 
way. This is widely optimistic. More 
likely, relations between the two 
would be implacably hostile, for foe 
lasft thing Brussels would want to see 
is an independent Bn tain doing 
since Thai ' would temp*. . otll ®F 
members down the same path. 
Independent Britain’ssuccess would 
be 1 a permanent challenge .to foe 
4 Eqropean Union, mviting dreams of 
w secessions! their ranks, and itfre 
Union’s success a permanent chat- 
ledge to Britain, 

heresies in ours. Federal Europe and 
independcnrBritam, like it or not. 
would be locked, in a protracted 
conflict, a land of Napoleonic Cold 
Mr. Either their success would be 
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fired it wmrid a war to the death. 

Even if Br itain woq, however,- ana 
remained as independent natron 
state. I doubt if the kmd of society 


which- emerged would oe tnxm 

whidhajtyrivflrsedTbiywonW^^ 

Ao the degree of 

m WtimJcceotic government 


lo WBi-fOT flmoegree w 
■fervour a Eur»-scepfcc &***?*%* 
would have to whip np to 
referendum scttans Bntam otfpf 
Europe would be as 


cdumn, 
reprinted here, 
warns 
eonsequei 
of a CcJd War 
wi& Europe 




required to mobilise the British peo- 
ple behind a long Cold "War struggle 
against Europe. Conceivably, Rupert 
Murdoch wilting, this necessary 
degree of nationalistic fervour could 
b& sustained at the grass-roots, but 
certainly not among the educated 
cosmopolitan fifties, great swathes of 
whom - judging by their present 
attitudes - would be supporting the 
federalist enemy. 

How much tolerance would a 
Europhobic governmentrfor that is 
what, as foe struggle proceeded, it 
would be likely to become- show to 
ifesri? -During foe Napoleonic wars 
“Napdeonists” tike the Whig leader 
Charles James Fox - foe 18th cen- 
tury’s equivalent of Roy Jenkins - did 
get away with virtual treason, as 
many Jacobites, privately drinking to 

foe King over foe water, bad before 
them-But 20tb-centujy nationalism 
is made of sterner, more fouggish 
stuff and it is difficult to imagine 
potential fifth columnists like Lord 
■J enkins ' and, even more so. Sir 
Edward Heath, receiving foe same 
kid-glove and gentlemanly treatment 
- not at any rate if that splendid 
bruiser Norman Tbbbit had anything 

to do with it. 

The climate would, I fear, soon 
have far too much for • comfort in 
common with fin de siide Ranee, 
where right-wing intellectual fire- 
brands tike Cfaades Mannas, founder 
in 1899 olActim Frtmqalse, accused 
.any Renchman of treason whose 
ideas of La Pattie differed from his 


own. Already comparably dogmatic 
definitions cif what it requires to be 
fully English - as against British - are 
beginning to be heard here. No jour- 
nal as rabidly nationalistic as Action 
Branqaise has yet hit the streets, but 
when it does I can think of several 
right-wing intellectuals among my 
friends who would be only too happy 
to contribute. 

Nor would this increasingly 
nationalistic climate be dissipated 
once Britain had taken the plunge 
and decided to withdraw, for short of 
deporting Euro-enthusiasts and 
.purging them wholesale from foe 
public service - where their influence 
is very great - they would still be 
here, “the enemy in our midst", 
handy to lake the blame once the 
pains of independence began to bile. 
In fin de stele 19th-century France 
cosmopolitan Jews were foe scape- 
goats. In /in de siecle 20th-century 
England it would be cosmopolitan 
Euro-enthusiasts. 

That would not be foe worst of it. 
For the radical right would not be the 
only lot of ruthless ruffians eager to 
climb aboard foe patriotic band- 
wagon in foe hope of steering it in 
foeir direction. Equally eager would 
be the radical left, as they were dur- 
ing foe Second World War. Then foe 
“Guilty Men”, excoriated by Michael 
Foot in his famous Gollancz special 
of that name, were the Establishment 
appeasers of Berlin; this time, some 
contemporary Michael Foot. Paul 
perhaps, would put the boot into the 


Establishment appeasers of Brus- 
sels. Then it was only the radical left 
which used patriotism as a cover 
under which to prosecute the class 
war. Now that ploy would be used by 
both the radical right and (he radical 
left. Not only would the Daily Mirror 
have plenty of opportunity to peddle 
its kind of anii-Establishmeni poison 
but so. needless to say. would The 
Sun. Between them evemhing which 
makes Old Britain agreeable and 
civilised - monarchy, Church, serial 
hierarchy, high culture - would be 
ground into the dust and everything 
that makes New Britain odious - 
Union Jack-waving football fans, the 
tabloid press, philistine populism - 
greatly strengthened. 

There is always a high price to pay 
for mobilising foe masses, as the 
Tories discovered after both great 
wars, none more so than Winston 
Churchill, whose humiliating dis- 
missal in 1945 was very much part of 
that price. Having patnolicallydone 
foeir best for the country, the people 
understandably expect foeir country 
in return to do its best for them. So 
it would be even if Britain came out 
on top in foe struggle with foe Euro- 
pean Union. She would emerge from 
it with her governing institutions - the 
very things which the Tory party 
came into existence to protect — 
discredited and foe masses 
triumphant and vengeful. To beat 
Hitler, that was a price just about 
worth paying, but not surely to beat 
M Santer or even Chancellor Kohl. 


If you are over 50 and 
want to save money on 
your home insurance, 


talk to Saga. 


Recent comparisons show that 
SAGA Home Insurance provides low 
cost home insurance for people aged 
over 50. 


But don’t rake our word for it. Just compare these 
prices : 


Company 

Contents Premium 

as 

£138.60 

Zurich Municipal 

£119.15 

Commercial Union 

£79.46 

AA Insurance Services 

£64.95 | 

SAGA SERVICES 

£58.12 


The*: prices base d «w LSSfHJti cnnfetiis enver. 
for a J bedroom dcuchcd house in the South East. 


As you know, price is not everything. 

This is why SAGA Home Insurance provides 
comprehensive, tailor-made cover that is flexible 
to meet your individual needs. Combined with 
first rate claims and customer service, it is no 
wonder that over 320.000 people insure their 
homes with us. 


Call us today FREE 
and see how much vou could save. 


0800 414 525 

Please quote reference ID3705 


Lines are open 8 JOam- 7.00pm Monday -Friday 
and 9am- 1 pm Saturday 


SAGA 


Services Ltd 


Sip Sflvm LfcJ oooU like rn -cod jmi infonnaln™ about Otid Sj^a 
ptrOucu and vtvicci and may iso. on your ifcuih to vtbn Sop. 
compand.-! fur the pnrpoc. 
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NatWest counts the cost 
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Four suspended, 
£8m bonus cut as 
inquiry deepens 


Michael Harrison 


The mis- pricing in NatWest’s 
interest rate options division is 
a ‘'significant setback" for the 
bank and Is likely to take several 
months to unravel fully, its 
chief executive Derek Wmless 
admitted yesterday. 

The episode also evokes un- 
comfortable memories of the 
Blue Arrow affair, which led to 
the demise of Count)- Nat WesL 
the hank's previous attempt to 
become a serious player in in- 
ternational capital markets. 

Bui Martin Owen, chief 
executive of NatWest Markets, 
said it would not blow it off 
course in its determination to 
become a global investment 
hank. 

Investigators from lawyers 
Unklateis and Paines and ac- 
countants Coopers and Ly- 
brand, are confident that the 
problems are restricted to the 
London arm of NatWest Mar- 
kets' interest rate options 
business. 

But they and senior NatWest 
executives are perplexed that 
the mis-pricing could have re- 
mained undetected for so long 
and by (he precise motivation 
that lay behind the deception. 

“There is no evidence of per- 
sonal gain having been made ex- 
cept in so far as people wanted 
to keep their jobs by disguising 
losses." said one source. 

Mr Wanlcss said it was “ex- 
tremely regrettable" that the 
losses should have gone unde- 
tected for so long and he con- 
ceded that the affair was “a 
significant setback" to the 
bank's attempts to build its 
reputation in the international 
capital markets business. 

But he said he was satisfied 
that the mis-pricing was not ev- 
idence of a wider systemic prob- 
lem throughout NatWest 
markets. However, he said that 
there were urgent lessons to 
learn from the episode, which 
has resulted in the suspension 
of th e senior employees and the 
docking of £8m in bonuses 
from a handful of employees in 
the bank's global debt deriva- 
tives division. 

The losses only came to light 
late tost month and were initially 
expected to cost NatWest £50m. 
It now appears that the size of 
the hole is £90m although £l3m 
of this is covered by an existing 
provision and the withholding 
of the bonus payments. 

Kyriacos Papouis, the op- 
tions trader at the centre of the 


affair, left the bank last year and 
has since lost his job at the US 
bank Bear Stems. NatWest is 
attempting to interview him as 
part of the investigation and has 
made several approaches 
through his lawyers. Kingsley 
Napier. 

His immediate boss, Neil 
Dodgson was already on sus- 
pension, pending the outcome 
of the internal inquiry. Yes- 
terday a further four senior 
staff were also suspended. 

They are Mr Dodgson 's su- 
perior, bead of swaps options 
trading Ian GaskeU, a graduate 
trainee who joined the bank in 
1983 and progressed to its 
swaps department in 1991. 

Mr GaskeU in return reports 
to Jean Frangois Nguyen, man- 
aging director of debt der- 
ivatives, who is also suspended. 
Mr Nguyen was brought in 
from Credit Suisse in 1991. 
Christophe Lanson, who also 
came from Credit Suisse and is 
global head of rate risk man- 
agement - and as such the man 
responsible for the financial 
engineering of the options dealt 
in by the team of traders - has 
also been suspended. 

The fifth staff member to be 
suspended is Phil Wise, now 
NatWest Markets' chief ad- 
ministrative officer but senior 
managing director of the capi- 
tal markets division for most of 
the time that the mis-pricing was 
going on. 

NatWest executives stressed 
yesterday that the suspensions 
should not be taken to indicate 
guilt or responsibility but were 
designed to allow the individu- 
als to co-operate fully with the 
continuing inquiry. 

As weU as establishing that 
the mis-pricing was not part of 
wider failures of control with- 
in the bank, no flaws had been 
identified in the models used by 
NatWest to price the options in 
which it trades. 

NatWest said that the second 
stage of its review would con- 
centrate on the management 
issues associated with its failure 
to detect the losses and the mis- 
pricing earlier. 

As an “act of leadership" Mr 
Owen has volunteered to forgo 
£200,000 of his £500.000 bonus 
for last year. 

However, the financial impact 
is much bigger for other em- 
ployees with the number of 
staff thought to be affected by 
the £Sm bonus cut numbering 
fewer than 10. 

Comment, page 21 



Tb senior NatWest executives, the most 
alarming feature of the £90m bole that 
has appeared in its interest rate options 
business is the (act that it remained 
undetected for more than two years. 

It now emerges that losses had 
been bonding up in the book ran by 
the young options trader Kyriacos 
Papouis since late 1994 and yet they 
were only uncovered In February this 
yean three days after the parent bank 
had announced profits of more than 
£l.ibn. 

In part that is due to the highly com- 
plex and esoteric nature of some of the 
financial instruments used in debt 
derivatives trading. 

In part It is due to die fiulure of man- 
agement systems to identify dial some- 
thing was going wrong and tackle the 
source of die problem. 

In part it was due, it now appears, 
to coosaous efforts to obscure the losses 
through the mis-pricing of options 
and the transfer or value between 
trading books, which made it more dif- 
ficult to detect die mis-pricing. 

The mis-pricing only came to light 
after back-office staff at NatWest 
Markets - those responsible for rec- 
onciling trades on a daily, weekly and 
monthly basis - began to question the 
values attached to certain options and 
the way those prices bad been fixed. 

Martin Owen, chief executive of 


NatWest Markets, says: “The losses 
came to light through the book reval- 
uations and testing of methodologies 
that are carried out on a regular basis. 
As we tightened our processes we 
began to discover more." 

He does not believe there is evidence 
of any personal gain being made on 
the part of anyone, “Our continuing 
investigation wfH, however; want to look 
now at the motivation behind these 
trades,” he said. 


£ The mis-pricing 
only came to light 
after back-office 
staff began to 
question the values 

of options 9 


For motivation, the bank might take 
a look at the remuneration which its 
traders can take home and the pressnre 
under which they work. The £8m 
docked yesterday from the bonus pay- 
ments of a handfal of high-flyers in 
NatWst's global debt derivatives busi- 


ness shows tbe scale of the' rewards on 
offer 

Traders regularly start work at 
semi in tbe morning, not finishing be- 
fore six in the evening and sometimes 
much later if the trades they are exe- 
cuting involve Fhr East or US markets: 

NatWest Markets’ interest rate op- 
tions division occupies only a small 
part of the inve s t m ent bank's head- 
quarters in London’s Bishopsgate - 
home to one of the biggest trading 
- fkxns to Europe. The divisiou eBiplqyS 
about 70 people in London and a fur- 
ther 80 overseas. And yet his a key part 
of the bank’s overall derivatives busi- 
ness, bolding some very large positions 
out of the notibnal £260bn on options 
held oh NatWest’s books. 

In essence an option is the right to 
buy or sell a property at a pre- 
determined price in the fature. The 
buyer pays a premium for that right 
In the case of interest rates it enables 
the buyer to fix or hedge thdr debt ex- 
posure on given currencies over given 
time periods. At its simplest it is like 
switching to a fixed-rate mortgage. 

Howevei; clients of NatWest Markets 
would be more likriy to buy the options 
to trade ftqrliaMitiesbft for instance, 
swapping their exposure to dollar in- 
terest rates in five years’ time for 
deutsdunark interest rates in three 
years’ time. 


Some of the options dealt in by Mr 
Papouis and the small team of options 
traders he woiked with will have been 
of af airly conventional nature, heav- 
ily traded on the capital maxkets. But 
some will bave been morecompkx op- 
tions involving a much higher degree 
of volatility thus making the pricing 
of them more suigectivie. - - ■ 

- In foe nw>tn he would have- been 
trading options with dlents -* gbner-' 
' ajgy other banks or. Jarige corporate cus 1 - 


4 The bank might 
take a look at the 
rewards its traders 
can take home and 
the pressure under 
which they work 9 


tamers needing to hedge their Interest 
rate exposure. But in addition, there 
would have beeu a small amount of 
proprietary trading using the bank’s 
own capital. 

What the independent investigatory 

brought in by NatWest from accoun- 


tants Coopers & lybrand and lawyers 
Tin Ha ters and Paines discovered-wa s 
regular mis-pricing to obscure losses 
in certain option books. To nhke 
these losses more difficult to detect, 
the value of options was transferred 
between books. j 

In no cases will customers of 
NatWst have suffered losses by bqymg 
. the options since the mis-pricing re- 
Tates to the vsthie tbatwai attached to 
Thera in the tank’s own books. 
l - The employees so Ear sus- 
pended by NatWest Martlets form a 
chain of command ao^sapoviiwn 
within its interest rate options area 
starting with Mr Papouis. 

•. Martin Owen, chief executive of 
NatWest Markets, stressed yesterday 
that the suspensions were not intended 
to imply guilt or wrongdoing on tbe 
part of anyone but were- designed to 
enable tbe individuals to co-operate 
folly with the ongoing investigation. 

But sailor NatWest sources ddubt 
that Mr Papouis could have mis- 
priced the options he was tradmg in 
so systematically over such a tong pe- 
riod mi his own. 

Investigators also believe that- the 
transfer of value between books points 
to a deliberate attempt to avoid- de- 
tection as the net dosed in. . 

Michael Harrison 


Fall in inflation puts Spain in 
place for rate cut and EMU 


Yvette Cooper 


The Bank of Spain is expected 
to cut interest rales by a quar- 
ter of a percentage point today 
after figures yesterday showed 
a sharp drop in inflation. The 
new inflation figures raise the 
chances nf Spain meeting the 
Maastricht criteria and joining 
EMU while leaving Italy on the 
sidelines. 

The Spanish consumer price 
index fell by tl.l per cent dur- 
ing February, bringing the 
annual rate of inflation down to 
2.5 per cent, compared to 2.9 
per cent in the year to January. 

Julian Jessop of Nikko Eu- 
rope said: '‘TTie markets were 
excited by the inflation figures. 
We expect the Bank of Spain to 
cut rales as soon as possible." 


Spain failed to meet the 
Maastricht inflation criterion in 
January on the basis of the EU 
harmonised inflation measure, 
the HCTP. which put Spanish in- 
flation at 2.8 per cent. 0J of a 
percentage point lower than the 
national measure. The Maas- 
tricht Treaty says that inflation 
must not be more than 15 per- 
centage points above that of the 
three best -performing coun- 
tries, creating a ceiling in Jan- 
uary of 2.7 per cent. 

But the inflation drop in 
February greatly increases 
Spain’s chances of passing the 
inflation test in 1997. David 
Wilton of Goldman Sachs said 
that if the ceiling remained 
roughly unchanged, and if the 
EU harmonised measure fol- 
lowed the national CPI, then the 
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probability of Spain meeting the 
inflation criterion had risen 
from 73 to 96 per cent. 

{railing inflation means that 
Spain has a better chance of 
meeting the other Maastricht 
criteria too. because it gives the 
Bank of Spain more leeway to 
cut interest rates. Julian Jessop 
of Nikko Europe said: “1 don't 
think interest rates are being set 
to control inflation. Spain is 
much more concerned about 
growth. Meeting the deficit and 
debt criteria arc the problem.'’ 

Spain has lower borrowing, 
lower debt and higher growth 
than Italy, giving it a much 
better chance of meeting the 
Maastricht criteria this year. 
Goldman Sachs forecasts that 
Spain's deficit will be 3.4 per 
cent in 1997. compared with the 


Maastricht 3 per cent limit- Mr 
Jessop said: “The Germans are 
less worried about Spain than 
Italy. Spain is a smaller 
economy, and would bring a 
much lower debt into EMU." 

The prospect of Spain leap- 
frogging into EMU while EC 
founder member Italy is left be- 
hind could cause diplomatic 
problems. However. Philip 
Chitty of ABN Amro maintains 
that the most likely scenario re- 
mains that both Italy and Spain 
are excluded in the first wave. 
“The Maastricht Treaty talks 
about sustainable low inflation. 
It Isn't clear to me that either 
country has yet achieved this." 

Average earnings in Spain 
were rising 5 per cent a year and 
there were serious inflationary 
pressures in Spain and Italy. 
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Salvesen shareholders 


Magnus Grimond 

A split between private and in- 
stitutional investors in Christian 
Salvesen opened yesterday af- 
ter the board pushed through a 
controversial £100m special div- 
idend at a hostile shareholders’ 
meeting in Edinburgh. 

The board, led by Sir Alick 
Rankin, chairman, was forced 
to put the proposed payment to 
ajpoll after around two-thirds 
ox the 400 people attending the 
gathering, mainly individual in- 
vestors, voted against on a show 
of hands. The final taQy showed 
69 per cent of the votes cast 
backing the management, with 
over three-quarters of the share 
capital thought to have been 
voted. 

Sir Gerald Elliot, who has led 
a £300,000 campaign against the 


dividend and related proposal 
to demerge the Aggreko gen- 
erator hire business, said he 
thought the private sharehold- 
ers were largely behind him. He 
expressed regret that institu- 
tional investors, led by Morgan 
Stanley and PDFM, had de- 
cided to support the company. 

“1 would like to see boards 
being more sensitive to the 
long-term interests of compa- 
nies and less to the shoit-tetm 
concerns of institutions", he 
said. “What [the campaign] did . 
bring out was the widespread 
concern about the way the com-: 
party has been run.” 

But he said he wouid not con-" 
tinue his crusade, which means 
the management should be able 
to push through the demerger 
unopposed at a second extra- 
ordmary meeting later this year. 
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Granada threw its 

for control of HV ne^ 

Yorkshire TyneTees into confix 
son yesterday after it apparently 
ruled itself out of launching a 
takeover offer for ht feast three 
months. Yorkshire’s shares 
tumbled 117.5p to£IL62p, hav- 
ing dipped as low as £lL05p at 
one stage, as the long expected 
bid, an open secret jn television 
circles, teemed to have been at 
least puton hold. ' 

' The riming nf an unexpected 
statement from Granada only 
24 horns before 1 today’s -an- 
nouncement of full-year figures 
from United News & Medial 
another potential bidder -for 
Yorkshire, added a further twist 
to what one analyst described 
as “an elaboratc pokergame" 
Granada denied it was tatting 
■Ybrkshire’s price kwerto secure 
a cheaperjakeover price. .- ■ 
Itsstatement followed hot on 
the taels of remarks earlier this 
week fromYorkshire fomfraaft' 
WardThomas, that airybld for 
the company wouMhaveUfbe 
patched at £17 a share or xtiore 
to succeed: Granada has expres- 
sedprfvately that paying more 
than £1320 a share wtrald t result 
in dilation ofitsowobanimgs. 

. Although th^steixgMgxt star 
worded in a way .that -the Thkt- 


Granada’s statement ran: -j 
“Reports of tbe possibility of 
Granada malting an offer] for 
Yorkshire at or above the current 
share price are- -misplaced: 
Granada confirms that, writes 
there is a material change in 

V~J tS •. ■ - ' f L. 


cfihg an offer from a Ihfrd palcty), 
ft has no current: intention of 
making an offer for Yorkshire." 

Analysts said that wording, 
h almost certainly cleared with the 
Takeover Panel, would' allow 
Granada to return if United 
News & Media or any other tde- - 
vmon company were to launch 

a fMlfiuted^whidtowis I4per 

-ifcent -af Yorkshire compared 
with -Granada’s 27 per fcen i 
hokfing, also owns, warrants, 
wh&±tfe3CT^^ 
stdfo above 18 per cenL •- '* 

: Speculation adso surrounded*. 
Yorkshire's intentions towards 
Laser; the advertising sales busi- 
ness' owned by Granada which 
sells Commercial Mots' for both 
its owner and Aforkshire. A 
mooted end to Laser’s contract 
with: Yorkshire would ahhost. 
certainly be sceu as a material 
change in Yorkshire's circum- 
stancefeanafysts said, and tibuld, - 
be used as a pretext for a-'bid. ‘ 
TT^st^eDBentwott onfosay: 

‘ !< Tlie<ctnxejjt Yor kshire rfiare 
''ime^ffisadyrefDacts notbnly 
tf'agaiffcant bid premium ^ -J 
’caused by continuing speCulaV^ ' , 


predud^abidfi^ at leasttoree 
months, ft ihdudedcaveafswtoci:- 
analysts said yesterfay 
leave the dobr open faran 


sabstantialitdnction in York- 
shire’sarmuaf ikflrKxfbid “ 

: ni^ie^atibffitfwhfch: 

. fronteenakt’' 
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What will the branch manager say about this? 


s 


EEEEHU 


How is he going to 
explain bonuses of 
more than £im 
earned on the back of 
bogus profits? How is 
he going to explain to 
his staff that a high 
street bank, a clearing 
bank for heaven's 
sake, could ever have 
contemplated these 
lottery-type payments?' 


T hfe is a bad, bad day for National 
Westminster Bank - worse, in some 
respects than the time when De- 
partment of Trade and Industry inspectors 
rc t 2111 into NatWest to investigate the 
filue Arrow affair. That management con- 
trols at any City bank could be so loose as 
to expose it to catastrophic loss on this scale 
a bad enough; that it should happen to a 
njgh street bank with a jealously guarded 
reputation for prudence and probity makes 

it seem doubly worse. 

When rogue trading incidents of this 
type are confined id foreign or family-con- 
trolled specialist City banks, it ce rtainl y 
makes a good story but its wider impact is 
generally limited . Indeed the suspicion is 
that much of the time these episodes go 
entirely unre ported; when the bank is a 
partnership and the losses not life threat- 
ening, it is not hard to hide the incident in 
the general melange of complex derivative 
trading. The culpable traders are disci- 
plinedatid fired (though not publicly), con- 
trols are tightened, and the ship sails on as 
before with few people outside the hanir 
any the wiser. It could well be that these 
thi ng s are more common than generally 
thought. . •- 

But for it to happen to a retaO bank is 
something else. What is the . small town 
branch manager going to jay after this 
when confronted with the cust omer with an 
un a ut horised overdraft? Sony mate, our 
Gty people may be able to get away with 


£90m of deceit, but down here we operate 
to different laws. How is he going to 
explain bonuses, of more than £lm in some 
cases, earned entirely on the back of bogus 
profits? How is he going to explain to his 
staff that a high street bank, a clearing bank 
for heaven's sake, could ever have con- 
templated these lottery-type payments in 
the first place. And how is he going to 
explain that the “rais-pricing” went on for 
more than two and a half years without 
anyone noticing it? 

S ir Brian Pitman, chairman of Lloyds- 
TSB, always had a very obvious answer 
to the sort of position Nat West now finds 
itself in. The culture and underlying busi- 
ness of retail banking and investment 
banking are so different that they can never 
be made to mix, he insists, and any attempt 
to bind them together under one roof is 
ultimately doomed to failure. As a conse- 
quence, Lloyds has steered clear of in- 
vestment banking, concentrating instead on 
building itself into one of the country's lead- 
ing retail financial services groups. 

NatWest has swung the other way, choos- 
ing to reinvest the money it realised by sell- 
ing Bancorp in the US and Banco NatWest 
Espana, on bolt-on acquisitions for its 
investment banking offshoot, NatWest 
Markets. A key element of group strategy 
is to build NatWest Markets into a world 
class player in international capital markets 
and securities. Today that strategy looks 


badly dented if not quite ripped apart, and 
Sir Brian's view seems to have been entirely 
vindicated. 

Docs a clearing bank really have the 
management nous needed to control and 
run an investment bank? The skills, disci- 
plines and systems are very different ones, 
as different. Sir Brian would say. as chalk 
and cheese, li would be an exaggeration to 
say that NatWest had it coming, that it is 
an innocent dabbling in a business where 
it was always likely to lose its shin, hut 
there may be an element of that here. 

Furthermore, the whole sorry episode 
highlights in quite spectacular fashion 
what so many both inside and outside the 
City have been banging on about for so 
long now - the dangers in financial mar- 
kets of very high levels of bonus-driven pay. 
The £8m of bonuses that NatWest will not 
now be paying appear to have been 
promised to fewer than 10 people in the 
interest rate options trading activity where 
the mischief took place, if these bonuses 
were profit and success-related, as they 
almost certainly were, then there was 
clearly a very powerful incentive both to 
inflate profits artificially by mis-pricing the 
options and to construct an elaborate 
cover-up of what was going on. 

NatWest claims not yet to know what Lhe 
motivation was, if indeed there was any at 
all. That must ultimately await the judge- 
ment of regulators. But it's not hard to fig- 
ure it out. What happened here plainly 


went bevond simple negligence and incom- 
petence, as Not West itself half admits in its 

statement. . 

The losses, it says, were obscured by rais- 
ed ling. and the transfer of value between 
books also made the losses and mis-pno 
ing more difficult to detect. This is code for 
saving there was a deliberate deception. 
The fact that the Serious Fraud Office has 
been briefed adds to the suspicion that 
these were deliberate acts, 
i Can any organisation ever hope to stop 
i : the determined rotten apple? Well perhaps 
not in the early stages, hut what makes this 
: particular case so hard to understand is 
• that it went unchecked for so long, 
j There are two possible explanations of 
: why. FirsL interest rate options are quite 
I complex derivative instruments, though 
t not nearly as complex as some, and their 
; pricing requires -highly technical model - 
i ling. Few non -specialists understand it 
! fully. The second is that these instruments 
I are traded over the counter, so there are 
i none of the usual safeguards and alarm 
1 systems that operate in transparent, 
j regulated markets. 

O ptions arc customised products and 
their pricing is to some extent sub- 
1 jective. In this case the mis-pricing was 
> achieved by feeding absurd interest rate 
J volatility assumptions into the model. 

| Whether you arc inside or outside, it is hard 
i to tell that this is happening. Since options 


are essentially private transactions, there's 
nobody to Mow the whistle and point to the 
absurdity or the pricing as there generally 
is in more traditional financial markets. If 
steps arc then taken further to obfuscate 
the position by transferring values between 
different books, it becomes even more dif- 
ficult to sec what's happening. 

None of this should excuse Nat West's 
failure. Derivatives are sold on the basis 
that they allow organisations to reduce risk 
and hedge their exposure to particular mar- 
ket positions and securities. Investment 
banks make an awful Jot of money design- 
ing and selling these instruments. But if 
they cannot control their own risk, who's 
going to believe that these products 
actually limit anybody else's. 

The ’great fear is that the explosive 

growth of these instruments poses a spe- 
cial kind uf threat to the financial system. 
It is not difficult to construct a doomsday 
scenario in which the world’s financial sys- 
tem is brought to a grinding halt by a chain 
reaction of finked defaults. Fortunately the 
great interest rate options scandal has 
proved to he a quite confined episode. This 
was not the great derivative-triggered col- 
lapse that some alarmists think will one day 
rock financial markets. But that's fat com- 
fort to Derek Wanlcss and his hoard at 
NatWest. They are now going to have to 
live with the embarrassment of being the 
first British clearer to fail victim to a deriv- 
atives scam. 



£ 600 m train order 


Kim Sengiqita 


Fiat of Italy and GEC are to 
announce the formation of a 
consortium today to bid for the 
£600m contract to build a new 
generation of fitting trains for. 
die InterGty West Coast fine. 

The huge contract from 
Richard Branson's Virgin Rail 
is expected to create 5,000 new 
jobs in the UK, and, the new 
consortium believes, win lead to 
lucrative export orders from 
abroad in the fomre 

Virgin Rail has drawn up. a 
shortlist forihe contract for the 
high-speed trains, which .it- 
hopes will revitalise fiie ailing 
Vtest Coast line; and reduce the 
London-Scotland journey limes 
by 90 minutes to four hours. 

Mr Branson had let it be 
known that he would favour the 
contract going to a company 
that could guarantee creation of 
jobs in this country. The main 
rival to the Fiat/GEC alliance 
is thought to be Swedish com- 
pany AD Tram, which took over 
the British Rail engineering 
works in Derby. 

Fiat has afready.produced tilt- 
ing trains for Italy, Switzer- 
land and Finland. It has also 


received orders for them from 
France and. Spain. ADT has 
manufactured the high-speed 
trains for networks in Sweden 
and Germany. 

Virgin will receive afintyear 
subsidy of £7&$m to run Inter- 
city \Wsst Coast but by the end 
of its 15-year franchise it will be 
paying the Government £220m 
a year. 

• Mr Branson believes the 
high-speed trains win luxe pas- 
sengers back from air travel. He 
has already introduced fare re- 
ductions of almost 50 per cent 
for off-peak passengers. 

The Fiat/GEC consortium is 
believed to be ready to offer rail 
passengers, airtine-styletravel 
with carnages equipped with 
facilities such asseat-oock video 
screens. 

An industry insider said; 
“This is a pretty dramatic step 
by Fiat and GEC, and it shows 
both the companies believe 
there is a bright future for the 
railway in Britain. It is also felt 
that Britain can actually become 
a viable manufacturing base to 
supply tilting trains abroad. 

“Richard Branson has been 
keen to ensure the oompany 
which gets the contract would 


create jobs in this country. If 
Fiat did not enter into this al- 
liance its chances of getting the 
order would have been slim.*’ 

Fiat's and GECs desire to bid 
for the contract has been boost- 
ed by the recent decision by 
Rafltradc to plough £16bn into 
Britain's train network. It daims 
the “Lottery size" investment 
will give the country a “railway 
that is second to none". 

Separately, Sir • George 
Youn& the Transport Secretary, 
yesterday gave the go-ahead for 
the sale of British Rail's Chan- 
nel Tunnel freight business, 
Railffeight Distribution, to 
Welsh and Scottish 


The sale completes the pri- 
vatisation of BR*s former train- 
operating firms. Raflfreight 
joins 25 passenger businesses 
and five of BR’s six freight 
companies already in' the private 
sector. 

RaBfreight has 1,200 em- 
ployees and in conjunction with 
the Reach railway, SNCF runs 
150 trains every week between 
Bri tain and Europe through 
the Channel Tunnel. 

Rail operators’ hazardous 
journey, page 24 



Cordiant 
returns 
to profit 


Patrick Tooher 


Comfort class: Chief executive Bob Seelert yesterday after announcing the Delta account Photograph: Emma Boam 


Cordiant. the marketing services 
group rocked by the defection 
of the founding Saatchi broth- 
ers in 1995. yesterday under- 
lined a remarkable financial 
recovery by paying its first div- 
idend payment to shareholders 
in seven years and reporting a 
return to" the black. 

Shares in Cordiant rose 9 -5p 
to 1 13.5p, helped by news Lhat 
Delta, the US airline, had hired 
Saatchi & Saatchi for its $100m 
(£63m) account world-wide. “It's 
our most exciting account win in 
recent history.” said Bob Seel- 
ert. Cordiant s chief executive. 

The Delta contract is the 
first big airline account Cordiant 
has landed since British Air- 
ways' advertising business fol- 
lowed the Saatchi brothers out 
the door during a haemorrhage 
of clients two years ago. 

Pre-tax profits at Cordiant. 
which still includes advertising 
agencies Saatchi & Saatchi and 
Bates Worldwide, hit £4 1.8m in 
1996 after a loss of £22. 6m the 
year before. The US made a 
trading profit of £17m after a 
£16Jim loss the year before, but 
Europe was hii by the loss of 
several large clients, including 
Reckitt & Caiman and the Fuji 
film account, which had to be 
resigned after Cordiam's US op- 
eration won the rival Kodak 
contract world-wide. 

Investment column, page 22 


Mirror Group 



all-time high 


Patrick Tooher 


Mirror Group, the newspaper 
publisher, yesterday au but 
ruled out a takeover of Scottish 
Television, in which it has a 20 
per cent stake, even if media 
ownership rules are relaxed 
under a new' Labour adminis- 
tration. 

“It would be difficult to ac- 
quire STV because we would 
then have an interest in all the 
number one media brands in 
Scotland," said David Mont- 
gomery, the Mirror's chief ex- 
ecutive. “Clearly questions 
would be raised about a mo- 
nopolyatuation." 

Muror Group owns the Daily 
Record , the best -selling tabloid 
in Scotland, while STV*s£120m 
purchase of Caledonian Pub- 
lishing included the Heralds 
Scotland's leading broadsheet 
title. Under the Broadcasting 
Act newspaper publishers such 
as Mirror Group and Rupert 
Murdoch's News Corporation, 

which have more than 20 per 
cent of- national circulation, 

cannot increase their interest in. 

ITV companies. 

“The 20 per cent will change 
but it won't affect our strategy, 
Mr Montgomeiy said. 

He was speaking after Minor 
Group reported a 6.6 per e«it 
rise in .pre-tax profits before 
one-off items .to a record 

£S12m on sales 7J per cent 

higher , al £537.7m. Earning; 
per share before exceptional 
• items rose 6.7 percent to 14jp 
while the dividend was m-. 
creased by 125 per cent to J5p. 

“Mirror Group profits have 
achieved an aU-ume high, «•. 
spite predatory price compeh- 


tion and substantially increased 
.newsprint costs,” Mr Mont- 
gomery said- 

The group’s fla gshi p Mirror 
newspaper is Britain’s second- 
top selling tabloid, behind Mr 
Murdoch’s Sun. 

Losses- from the fledgling 
; Liye TV cable channel fell by 
' almost 17 per cent to around 
fUm'. Mirror Group plans to in- 
crease .rite number of city TV 
stations to seven by launching 
in Manchester, Glasgow and 
Newcastle later this year. Live 

TV is expected to break even in 
a couple of years. 

Mr Montgomery said Minor 
Group had.no plans to sell its 
46per cent stake in Newspaper 
Publishing; the company 'Much 
produces the Independent and 
Independent on Sunday titles. 

Newspaper Publishing re- 
duced its operating losses by 43 
per cent to less than £6m. Tak- 
ing into -account a manage- 
ment contract with Newspaper 
Publishing,. Mkror-Group said 
its investment was breaking 
even. 

Minor Group made an ex- 
ceptional gain of £I9.4m. in 
1 996 from the resolution of sev- 
eral property-related issues and 

the sale of ST\Ts stake in fel- 
low regional broadcaster HTV. 

An exceptional tax credit of 
£91 m was included in file 1996 
accounts after a settlement was 
.reached with the Inland Rev- 
enue on corporation taxpayaWe 
for 1991-1994. . 

“The group is m a good fi- 
nancial position to make piv- 
deni investments for the 
future," Mr Montgomery said. 

Shares in Mirror. Group 
dosed 7p lower al 2095p-. 


N Brown in talks for Freemans 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


Shares in N Brown, the mail 
order group, were suspended 
yesterday after the company 
confirmed it was in discussions 
to boy the Freemans home 
shopping business from Sears. 

The announcement follows 
last week's decision by Little-; 
woods to poll out of the Free- 
mans deal when it was told 
Sears was in discussions with 
other parties. N Brown is in ex- 
clusive talks with Sears and the 
price is expected to be similar 
to Liulewoods’ £395m offer. Lit- 
tiewoods said it would still be 


interested in Freemans if the N 
Brown deal collapses. 

N Brown would need a size- 
able rights issue to fond the deal 
as it already has gearing of 23 
per cent. The company is likely 
to fund it with a mixture of debt 
and equity. A rights issue would 
involve the dilution of the 5S per 
cent stake in N Brown con- 
trolled by the chairman, Sir 
David Alliance, and his family. 
The shares were suspended at 
3775p, down 4p. 

Gty analysts said that though 
the freemans deal may be di- 
lutive, N Brown's good track 
record shonld ensure share- 
holder support. “It is a highly 


rated stock and the market is 
likely to be sanguine. Both sets 
of shareholders would probably 
be supportive,” said Sean Ed- 
die of NatWest Securities. 

N Brown said the acquisitions 
of Freemans would provide it 
with the opportunity to use its 
direct marketing s Jails to in- 
crease the combined group’s 
sales. Some job cuts are likely. 

N Brown's customers are 
largely over 50 while those of 
Freemans are typically in their 
mid -30s. N Brown's dire cl -sell- 
ing approach to mail order 
could also be applied to the 
agency business of Freemans. 

N Brown controls 4 per cent 


of the UK mail order market 
compared to Freemans' 9 per 
cent. The deal would catapult N 
Brown to third place in the mail 
order market behind Great Uni- 
versal Stores and Littiewoods. 

Sears is under pressure to se- 
cure a quick sale as the chief ex- 
ecutive. Liam Strong, has 
promised to return £410m to 
shareholders. With profits at 
Freemans falling and morale 
low. Mr Strong would like to 
close the deal before Sears' an- 
nual results on 24 April. 

N Brown made profits of 
£31m last year on sales of 
£23 0m. Freemans made £3Sm 
on sales of £53 lm. 


Wall St unsettled as 
retail figures soar 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


American shoppers set a crack- 
ing pace for retail sales in the 
first two months of 1997. 
Stronger-than-expected figures 
yesterday sent shares on Wall 
Street and treasury bonds low- 
er because of fears that US in- 
terest rates will rise this month. 

The Dow Jones index fell be- 
low the 7,000 barrier by mid- 
morning, with shares down 
more than 61 points al 6^78.18. 

Retail sales rose by 05 per 
cent last month, while January's 
increase was revised ro 15 per 
cent, more than twice the first 
estimate. “If we continue like 
this from February, we will see 
the best sustained retail spend- 
ing m about 10 years, said 
Jonathan Basile, an analyst at 
HSBC Markets in New York. 

Separate figures showed a de- 
cline in new unemployment 
claims last week, with a drop of 


5,000 taking the average for the 
past four weeks to its lowest 
since 1989. 

As always* analysts hold 
mixed views about whether or 
not the Federal Reserve will 
raise interest rates at the next 
meeting of its Open Markets 
Committee on 25 March. But 
the balance of evidence has 
tipped towards expecting a 
quarter-point increase. 

Yesterday's retail sales figures 
followed further evidence last 
week that the American econ- 
omy is creating jobs at an ex- 
traordinary pace. The non-farm 
payrolls total jumped by 339,000 
in February. 

The Federal Reserve's 
“Beige Book”, the regional sur- 
vey of the economy which pro- 
vides the basis for Fed interesr 
rate decisions, contained evi- 
dence- on Wednesday of future 
inflation pressures. Most regions 
reported that businesses found 
it difficult to recruit new staff. 


Burger chief goes in 
GrandMet shake-up 


9 


The Open 
University 


Niget Cope 


Grand Metropolitan, the food 
and drinks gronp. yesterday 
underlined its commitment to 
its Burger King fast food chain 
with a boardroom shake-up 
that will cost shareholders 
significant sums in compen- 
sation. 

Bob Lowes, the Burger King 
chier executive, is to leave the 
group after just over two years 
in control. 

He will be replaced by 
Dennis Malamatinas, a 41- 
year-old marketing man with 
a background at Proctor & 
Gamble and Smirnoff vodka. 
He is currently executive 
director at Grand Met’s 1DY 
drinks subsidiary in the Asia- 
Pacific region. 

There has been persistent 
specnlation that Barger King 
would be sold but GrandMet 
said yesterday that the re- 
shuffle reflected the “increas- 


ing importance” of the fast 
food chain to the group 
strategy: 

As Bob Lowes was not on the 
board his remuneration was 
not disclosed. However, his 
compensation for loss of office 
is likely to be several hundred 
thousand pounds. 

Also departing is Grand- 
Met’s group strategy develop- 
ment director Peter Cawdron. 
He received total pay of 
£435.000 last year including 
bonuses. 

He was on a two-year con- 
tract and his pay-off is the sub- 
ject of negotiation. 

GrandMet said that it no 
longer required a gronp strat- 
egy development director as 
the company had completed its 
m^jor acquisition and dis- 
posal programme. 

However it yesterday named 
Jim Glover as group strategy 
director, though this is not a 
main board post. 
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Enterprise 
Oil rules 

out large 
acquisition 



Michael Harrison 

Enterprise Oil yesterday 
scotched speculation that it is 
ahoul to embark on a big ac- 
quisition as it reported a 40 per 
cent jump in post-tax profits for 
last year and an increased div- 
idend. 

Investors were relieved that 
the exploration group ruled 
out an imminent strike and 
marked the shares up 18-5p to 
652p. Weekend press reports 
had suggested Enterprise was 
eyeing up a bid for Monument 
Oil and Gas, armed with a 
f lbn war chesL British Borneo 
was also mentioned as a possi- 
ble takeover target. 

But Pierre Jungels, who took 
over os chief executive at the 
start of the year, quashed the re- 
ports, saying: "We are looking 
forward to strong internal 
growth with the asset base and 
the people we have. We are 
under no pressure to do any- 
thing and we have nothing spe- 
cific in mind." 

To underline the point, he 
said that Enterprise expected to 
increase production to 320,000 
bands a day in 1999 compared 
with total group production 
last year of just under 243,000 
barrels a day. 

Enterprise launched an un- 
successful £1.6bn bid for fellow 
exploration group Lasmo three 
years ago and since then it has 
concentrated on building up its 
own exploration base. This year 
it expects to invest a further 
£5Q0m in appraisal drilling and 
oilfield development which is 
more than the groups expected 
cash flow based on an oil price 
of £12 a barrel. 

In particular, Enterprise has 
high Hopes for developments in 
Norway and Italy, where it has 
several fields under appraisal in 
the Southern Apenmne region. 

The advance id after-tax prof- 
its was driven on by a continu- 


ing reduction in operating costs 
and a strengthening in oil prices 
to £13.17 a barrel compared 
with £10.72 in 1995. The divi- 
dend increase to I7p for the 
year, up by lp. helped lift the 
shares even though the post-tax 
figure was towards the bottom 
end of forecasts. 

Few analysts expect to make 
any radical move on profits 
forecasts on the bock of the 1996 
results, although news of a re- 
serve replacement ratio of 193 
per cent and the production tar- 
gets provided a fillip to senti- 
ment. “There is no doubt 
Enterprise is on a roll, with a 
good record of exploration and 
drilling success and a very pos- 
itive news flow over the past 
year," one analyst said. 

Another said he would raise 
his net asset valuation for En- 
terprise Oil from 549p to 
around 553p, largely on the back 
of the company’s reduced net 
debt position. Rather upgrades 
to this figure may be posable oo 
the back of positive news on the 
Clair field, which BP high- 
lighted yesterday, and its Nor- 
wegian interests. 

On a more cautious note, Jon 
Wright, oils analyst at Merrill 
Lynch, said that while he was 
impressed by Enterprise's re- 
serve replacement figures in 
1996. he felt too much reliance 
was being placed on its Italian 
reserves. “About half of the in- 
crease in reserves in 1996 [of 
around 160 million barrels] was 
due to Italy," he said. 

He also expressed concern 
about Enterprise's rising tax 
charge - which climbed from 
£ 99.6m to £2 12. 9m largely due 
to the high levels of Norwegian 
tax - and the difficulties it may 
face in a low-price oil environ- 
ment. 

"We are still cautious on the 
outlook for Enterprise and will 
probably maintain our reduce 
stance on the stock." he said. 


Profits jump at Christies despite lean year for big sales 



Christies International, the auctioneer 
and art specialist, expects to start 
selling several big single-owner 
collections after a lean year for large 
sales in 1996. Lord Hindlip, the 
company's chairman, who yesterday 
announced a 57 per cent surge to 
£33.9m in taxable profits and a 70 per 
cent boost to 4.75p in the dividend 
payout for last year, said the outlook for 
first-half sales was encouraging. 

"Several collections have already been 
consigned for sale, including a collection 
of Impressionist pictures from the John 
Lange! oth Loeb and Frances Lange loth 
Loeb collection [including Paul Cezanne’s 
'Madame Cezanne au Fauteufl Jaune’, 
above], mid Old Master, 19th century and 
Modern works from the collection of the 
late Lore and Rudolf Heinemaim." 

The profit jump in 1996 was achieved 


despite auction sales growth of only 9 per 
cent to £J_016bn. 

Lord Hindlip, commenting on the 1996 
figures, said: "The final result is especially 
pleasing because there were fewer, single- 
owner collections available for sale In 
comparison with previous years.” 

Within the sales rise was a 31 per cent 
increase from Asia-Pacific to a record 
$lJOOfU (£63m). Auction revenues grew 
faster than sales, up by 12.5 per cent, 
helped by a new commission structure 
introduced in late 1995. 

Auction costs rose by 6.4 per cent, and 
the company said this should be kept in 
check by more efficient catalogue 
production processes. The company said 
it was pressing on with plans to start up 
as one of the first foreign -owned auction 
houses in France once new legislation and 
regulations had been completed. 


Legal& 

General 

turns 

bearish 


Magnus Grimond 


Legal & General, the insurance 
group which owns around 2 per 
cent of all UK shares, is hedging 
its portfolio against a fall in the 
stock market. David Prosser, 
chief executive, said the group 
had gone cautious on the mar- 
ket after it hit its year-end tar- 
get. The group was using index 
options to reduce the risk, he 
said, but it could start selling 
shares after the election. 

“1 think the thing that would 
make us sell post-election, is the 
potential for interest rate rises, 
whoever wins the election. The 
economy is growing at quite a 
fast rale at this stage of the 
cycle." He said he would expect 
any new government to at- 
tempt to slow economic growth 
by raising the cost of money. 

That could hit LJfcG’s suc- 
cessful index-tracking fund op- 
eration. The group revealed 
yesterday that it nearly doubled 
the amount of new UK funds 
under management to £4.25bn 
last year, helping raise world- 
wide assets by a fifth to £48.1bn 
by the end of 19%. Mr Prosser 
attributed the growth to the suc- 
cess of (he group's “safe and 
cost-effective" indexed fund, 
which he claimed was now the 
largest such pooled vehicle on 
the market. 

He was speaking as the group 
announced a 15 percent rise in 
operating profits to £291m. 
The dividend rises 14 per cent 
to 1 1 . 1 3p. after a final of 7.63p. 

The main life and pensions 
business saw premium income 
soar 54 per cent lo £30 Lm, in- 
cluding a quadrupling of new sin- 
gle-premium pensions business, 
leaving profits 14 percent ahead 
at £2fl7m. Mr Prosser ruled out 
acquisitions to grow the business, 
but welcomed the initiative by 
Peler UDey, the Social Services 
Sccrctaiy. in effect to privatise 
state pension provision. 


Reckitt dampens 
bid speculation 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


Reckitt & Colman poured cold 
water on recent speculation 
(hat the household products 
group might be the subject of 
a bid from Unilever and warned 
that the strength of sterling 
might hit 1997 profits to the 
tune of £20m- The two com- 
ments were enough to knock 2p 
off the share price to 797p 
despite an 11 per cent rise in 
underlying pre-tax profits in 
the year to January. 

Vernon Sankey, chief execu- 
tive, cheered shareholders, 
however, with a £45m annual 
saving from the integration of 
recent US purchase L&F, com- 
pared with initial hopes for 
£40m of cost cuts. The 1994 deal 
brought Reckitt one of Amer- 
ica's leading household products 
portfolios including the Lysol 
disinfectant brand. Since the ac- 
quisition five of 12 factories 
have been closed. 

The success of the L&F cost- 
cutting program offset dis- 
appointing underlying sales 


growth which saw turnover rise 
by only 1.8 percent to£2-29bn. 
Operating profits were 9 per 
cent higher at £372.7m, 
although the inclusion of a 
one-off disposal profit in 1995 
saw pre-tax profits fall from 
£417.8m to £334An. 

Mr Sankey said of die per- 
sistent Unilever bid speculation: 
"We get rumours all the time 
and this is another rumour." 
Reckitt 's shares have risen 11 
per cent so far this year, mainly 
on the back of gossip that the 
Anglo- Dutch consumer goods 
giant was running its slide rule 
over the DettoL Lemsip and 
Harpic group. 

He also dismissed concerns 
over Reckitt' s relatively pedes- 
trian growth rate, pointing out 
that 5 per cent underlying 
growth, excluding currency fac- 
tors. was a lot better than the 
company had experienced for 
many years. 

He expected growth to ac- 
celerate this year even without 
acquisitions. 

The stronger pound cut 
profits last year by £3m. 


In Brief 


• The City Disputes Panel will act as the final court of a 
in the three-way bid battle for Scottish Amicable. The life and 
pensions group also announced that Abbey National, Prudential, 
and AMP of Australia have been asked to submit final, binding 

today. ScotAm will choose a suitor 
:r value. 
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Woodchester in the 
frame for takeover 
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Credit Lyonnais, the troubled 
French bank that has been kept 
afloat by government subsi- 
dies, yesterday hoisted the “for 
sale" sign over its 54 per cent 
stake in Woodcbcstcr, the Irish 
investment company. 

Analysts predicted the shares 
could fetch up to 300p each, 
which compares with yesterday’s 
closing price of 277 jp, up 5p. 
and which would realise slightly 
more than Ir£350m for Credit 
Lyonnais. 

“Gwen the level of Credit 
Lyonnais' shareholding, any such 
disposal wQl lead to a full bid for 
Woodchester ” a spokesman for 
the hank said. Woodchester and 
Credit Lyonnais have appoint- 
ed joint advisers Chase Invest- 
ment Bank and Goldman Sachs 
International to seek buyers for 
the shares. 

A full bid for the company 
would yield a fortune of almost 
If£59m for Craig McKinney, the 
chairman who owns almost 9 
per cent of Woodchester. 

The speculation in the City is 
that Woodchester could attract 
takeover bids from Lombard & 
Ulster, the leasing subsidiary of 


National Westminster Bank, 
the GE Capital leasing company 
in die US, and Chartered Trust, 
which is owned by Standard 
Chartered. 

However, a company insider 
said: “We expect to be inun- 
dated with interest. We have a 
huge motor leasing operation, 
insurance broker and a bank. 
We’re operational in Ireland. 
Northern Ireland, the UK, Por- 
tugal and Denmark.' 1 

Mr McKinney said yesterday 
that all the company's activities 
achieved considerable growth in 

1996. “This has continued into 

1997, with new business for 
the first two months up by over 
30 percent on the correspond- 
ing period last year." he said. 

Mr McKinney said the es- 
tablishment of'a centralised 
back office in Dublin would im- 
prove efficiency. 

The results' for 1996. an- 
nounced yesterday, showed that 
group pre-tax profits d imbed 
from Ir£36.4m to lr£44-3m. 
Earnings per share grew from 
13p to 15.46 p. and the total div- 
idend was raised from 6.83p to 
7.83p. 


• Farther management changes were announced by Toad, the 
loss-making producer of car security systems that recently 
shocked investors with news that Charles Parker had resigned as 
chief executive and simultaneously issued a warning about felling 
revenues. The latest changes involve Kevin Turnbull, managing 
director of main operating subsidiary. Toad Innovations, and Iain 
Brown, international director of Toad Innovations, resigning from 
the board and leaving the group with immediate effect 

• John Taylor; Minister for Corporate and Consumer Affairs, 
has decided, on the advice of the director-general of Fair Trading, 
to refer the acquisition by Carlton Communications of Metro- 
color London, currently owned by Time Warner Entertainment, 
to the Monopolies and Mergers Commission. The commission 
is required to make its report by 25 June. Separately, Time Warner 
said it had abandoned plans to list on the London Stock Exchange. 

• General Cable announced an increase in full-year pre-tax losses 
from £21.17m to £29.8 lm. but said that net chum of customers 
continued to improve, falling from 28 to 21 percent in cable tele- 
vision and remaining flat at 17 per cent in residential telephony. 
The company also announced the acquisition of Imminus. the 
largest independent managed data network services provider in 
the UK, for a total consideration of up to £33m- In 1996, Immi- 
nus made pre-tax profits of £2.75 m on turnover of £15. 3 8m. 

• BAA said ils seven airports handled a total of 6 .5 million pas- 
sengers in February, an increase of 4.8 per cent cm the same month 
last year. The company said that Eire traffic recorded the strongest 
growth, up 17 per cent, adding that other long-haul routes in- 
creased by 9.1 per cent and North Atlantic routes by S3 percent 

• Profits at Graham Group, the building products group, tum- 
bled from £193m to £10.66ra in 1 996. However, the company said: 
“As we enter 1997. our markets have emerged positively from the 
steep decline in 1996 and wc expect these early trends to lead to 
sustained growth." It added that the upturn in the housing market 
came too late to have “any significant impact on trading in 1996". 
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. The Investment Column 

■ edited by Tom Stevenson 

UB keeps hacking 
away but offers few 




United Biscuits is doing most 
of the righ t things - backing 
away at unprofitable divisions 
and directing investment at a. 
handful of genuinely strong 
brands - but tbe cost of sort- 
ing itself out after the past five 
years' disastrous run was 
painfully evident in yester- 
day’s full -year figures. • 

Eric Nicoli, dnef executive, 
dismissed much of an £84.7m 
goodwill write-off as nothing 
more than a goodwill ac- 
counting effect, but like the 
£ 1503m charge that devas- 
tated 1995's figures, the ex- 
ceptional duuge represents 
real money the company has 
squandered on shareholders' 
hfthair A glanri* at. the chart 
shows the effect of those write- 
offs over tbe years on UB's net 
asset value. The latest hit left 
pre-tax profits for the year at 
£24.4m, a dismal return on 
sales of almost £2bn. 

Earnings per share of 3-2p 
were quite an improvement on 
last time’s 23.9p loss, but they, 
left the lOp dividend, up 3 per 
cent, uncovered. Even before 
exceptional items, wamfngp of 
143p were barely higher than 
thepayout to shareholders. 

The success of UB’s drive to 
weed out non -performers and 
fix them or sell them cm was 
shown by an increase in the 
proportion of group sales from 
70 to 80 per cent that now pro- 
vides an acceptable return of 
more than 20 per cent on cap- 
ital employed. A year ago 
more than a quarter of sales 
were in Mr Nicoli's intensive 
care ward, but recovery at KP, 
PhQeas Fogg and others re- 
duced the problem areas sig- 
nificantly. With an average 
return on capital at those busi- 
nesses that remain in the sick 
ward - mainly UK crisps, 
Benelux snacks and France - 
of 4 per cent, however, they 
represent quite a drag com- 
pared with UB’s cost of capi- 
tal of around 12per cent. 

Tbe UK is definitely on the 
mend, posting a healthy 12 per 
cent rise in biscuit and snack 
profits during the year, a 24 per 
cent return on capital in frozen 
and chilled products and 
strong growth in core brands 
such as Skips. . 

Hie problems in continen- 
tal Europe and Australia, 
where PepsiCo is throwing its 
weight about, remain daunung. . 
however. The return in Europe 
is half UB would hope for 
while a 35 per cent fell m op- 
erating profits down under 


told its own story. There is no 
'sign of a let-up in Australia. 

On the basis of forecast 
profits this year of £ 120m, the 
shares, which halved in four 
years before hitting bottom at 
new year, trade on a prospec- 
tive price/eamings ratio of 16 
at yesterday’s dose of 2483 p. 
up lip. Against a backdrop of 
stiff competition, little geo- 
graphical diversity and slow un- 
derlying growth that is quite 
high enough and only justified 
by persistent bid rumours. It is 
bard to see who would be 
prepared to pay much for UB 
and the recovery in tbe shares 
has probably run ils course. 

Slim margins 
at Coats 

Neville Bain, the departing 
chief executive of Coats Viy- 
eOa, could be forgiven for say- 
ing enough is enough. The first 
half of ms six-and-a-half year 
tenure at the UK’s biggest 
textile group saw a near- 
tripling of the share {nice as be 
sorted out the sprawling em- 
pire put together by Sir David 
Alliance, who remains chair- 
man. But reality caught up with 
tbe group at the beginning of 
1994 and the shares have since . 
underper fo rmed the rest of the 
market by nearly 60 per cent 

Yesterday's figures lor the 12 
months to December were as 
dismal as ever Headline pre- 
tax profits knocked from£163m 
to £94Am were hammered by 
the wide-ranging plans an- 


nounced a year ago to acceler- 
ate the transfer of production 

overseas. The figures were wefl 

telegraphed, but even strip- 


up ''from £l03m to £54.9m. 
the underlying 7 per cent fell m 

operating profits to £174m was 

rirgaim Mi n t in g. The decision to 
hold the final S.lp dividend, 
leaving an uncovered 8-Sp for 
the year, and hopes for new 
chief executive Michael Ost 
helped propel the shares up 6p 

to 1365p yesterday, but the for- 
mer McKechnie chief executive 
has a steep hill to climb. 

Brazil and Tbrkey, which 
proved problem children in the 
early 1990s, have returned to 
their bad old ways. They ac- 
counted for £&n of the £1 03m 
d ecline in profits to £903 m in 
the main thread division. Else- 
where, the Dynacast precision 
engineering operation saw 
profits dip for the first time for 
more th»n five years, felling 
from £40. lm to £37. 6m. 

But the real disappointment 
came on the do thing side. Pro- 
viskxs in tbe Russian operations 
of the Bergbaus brand made up 
all the fell from £21. 8m to 
f 191m in divisional profits. 

More worrying though was tbe 

modest improvement in profits 
from UK contract clothing, 
which accounts for most of 
Oxus 1 £315m sales to Marks & 
Spencer, where margins are 

thought to be under 2 per cent 

Profits of £L5l)m this year 
would put the shares on a for- 
ward multiple of 10. Even so, 
only the 8.1 per cent yield pro- 
vides much support 





Cordiant rewards shareholders 


Investors who subscribed to 
Cordiant's deeply discounted 
£127m rescue rights issue in 
1995 are suing pretty. It took 
a leap of faith to shell out 60p 
a share to back the marketing 
services group when' it was 
staring into the abyss after 
founders Charles and Maurice 
Saatchi left in a huff and took 
large clients such as British 
Airways with them. 

But Cordiant. under the 
chief executive. Bob Seelert, is 
right to say it is delivering on 
tiie undertakings given at the 
time of the rights issue. Most 
of the accounts lost to the 
Saatchi brothers have been re- 
placed, costs controlled and 
margins raised. 

The result was a £4L8ra pre- 


tax profit in 1996, versus a 
£22.6m loss a year earlier, and 
a return to the dividend lia for 
the first time in seven years. 

Better still, the balance 
sheet, which had a deficit of 
£356m on shareholders' funds 
in 1995, has been sorted out 
Average net debt fell from 
£125m to £15m while interest 
cover is a comfortable 6.6 
times. 

True, Cordiant still has a 
long way to go to achieve its 
target of 10 per cent operating 
margins bv the end of 1998. 
These currently stand at 6.4 per 
cent, compared with the 
double-digjt margins c halke d 
up by rivals such as Martin 
Sorrell's WPP. 

Given a fair wind, though. 


Mr Seelert should deliver on 
this promise as well. There is 
every reason to suppose 
revenue growth will at least 
match the industry average of 
6 per cent. Assuming a stable 
exchange rate, profits and 
ear nin g in 19118 should dou- 
ble if the margin targets are 
meL 

That would imply a pros- 
pective price/eammgs ratio of 
just 10 with the shares at 
I133p, up 93p. 

That looks good value, 
especially as Cordiant could 
always enhance shareholder 
value by spinning off Siegel & 
Gale, its US design and cor- 
porate identity arm, or even 
demerge the Saatchi & Saatchi 
advertising agency it still owns. 
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‘Internet on TV’ agreement 
helps Maid turn the comer 


A bullish prediction by Dan 
Wagner, chief executive of 
Maid, that the on-line business 
information provider would 
make “considerable profits’* 
this year put some pep mto the 


been m free feDsmce Christmas. 

Mr Vfegner, who yesterday 
announced that Maid’s losses 
deepened from £4m to £7m m 
1996, daimed the final three 
monthsof 1 996 marked a “turn- 
ing point" for the company. 

“Costs will remain roughly 
static in 1997 following the 
trend seen in the fourth quar- 
ter, while sales growth, will re- 
main strong," he said. "The 
trends are clear, they will con- 
tinue. -and we are set for con- 
adcrable profits in 1997." 

The share price, which start- 
ed the new year north of300p, 
rapidly gained I5p to 1873p af- 
ter the company’s results and ac- 
companying trading statement 
were rel eased. 

Michael Mander, chair man , 
said: “The first two months of 
1997 have started off with 





Dan Wagner: Expects to 
make ‘considerable profits! 

record usage levels and buoyant 
subscriber revenues, together 
with the conclusion of new 
affiances." 

- This yearns resultswill bene- 
fit from last month’s' agreement 
with 4th Network of the US that 
guarantees Maid $5m (£3m) in 

The company win transfer its 
‘‘Internet on TV” technology to 
4th Network, and become- Us 


in Europe. Maid received 
73m 'worth of shares in 4tb 
Network, a provider of Internet 
access tototeb. • 

■ It wffl alro receive 10 per cent 

of4ffi Network's Internet access 
revenue far 30 years, and in 1998 
and 1999, Maid will b ank- guar- 
anteed royalties of Sfen andSTb 
re^ectively, suWect to perfor- 
mance criteria nroich have yet to 
be specified. - . - 






% 


ii 



>1 


i > 


liSD 








Jojjl i > 


market report, / shares 


23 




Ladbroke tipped to try its luck with Capital Corp 


Share spotlight 



Although the Gold Cup was. 
owtoidjtedly the njahi event for . 

coany fn the stock market there 
is a suspicion one of the ma- 
jor Cheltenham players is 
about to place a big bet on the 
spin of London’s roulette 
wheels. 

ladbroke, the betting and 
hotel group, edged ahead4p to 
2425p in busy trading as the 
.rumour strengthened It was 
Preparing to intervene jn the 
£l80m takeover hattle frr Pap. 
*tal Corporation, the Crock-, 
ford’s casino business. 

The bookieshave admitted 
they are keeping an eye on 


teniafhmal barged in with its 
hostile bid. 

The casino tussle has oc- 
curred as Ladbroke is pulling 
in the cash from winding down 
its. property division and is in 
a comfortable position to 
mount a counter-strike. 

. It already owns four London 
casinos' and has made no secret 


it hopes jo expand its : 
presence in London. Capital 
shares rose lp to 205 Jp and 
LG put on l-5p to 4015p. 

The rest of the market had 
a lacklustre session weighed 
down by New York which in 
tmn was fretting about the pos- 
sibility of higher US interest 
rates being announced next 
week. There was also just a hint 
that the marker is starting to 
worry about the looming elec- 
tion which it has, surprisingly, 
so for treated with blissful in- 
difference. 

ftrfcshire-'fyie Tfees Televi- 
sion was the day's major ca- 
sualty following Granada's 
statement it had no current 
plans to bid. The shares 
crashed 117-5p to l,162Jp 
with the warrants off 122_5p at 
957 .5p. Granada fell 17p to 
956 Jp. 

The Granada comments 
came ahead of today’s yearly 
results from United News & 
Media which has a significant 
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Yorkshire stake and is the 
biggest holder of the warrants 
with 34.3 per cent. The war- 
rants, with a 200p exercise 
price, are running out of time 
and if United switched it would 
lift its stake to around 18 per 
cent. 

There is talk United, off 3 Jp 
at 740 -5p, intends to accom- 
pany today's figures - around 
£280m is expected - with a 
strike at Yorkshire and HTV 
where it has 29.9 per cent. 

Enterprise Oil was the besi- 
performingblue chip, up l&5p 
to 652p, following results; 
Lasmo was also caught In the 
action, gaining 4_5p to 241p. 

The failure of any Enterprise 
bid to appear took the shine off 


Monument Oil & Gas, down 
3p at 82.75p. But another 
favoured Enterprise target, 
British Borneo Petnrtomi Syn- 
dicate, quickly recovered an 
early 127_5p fall, ending the ses- 
sion up 2J5p at l,425p. 

National ’Westminster Bank 

fell 5p to 739p as the option 
scandal losses grew to £90ra; 
some other bonis gave ground 
in sympathy. 

Argos, the catalogue stores 
chain, lost 24p to 640p fol- 
lowing its Footsie dismissal 
and Storehouse gave up 1-Sp 
to 266p as NatWest Securities 
cut its profit forecasts by £5m 
to £123m and by £7m to 
£135m. 

But it rales the shares, 18p 


above their 12-month low. as 
a buv. 

The securities bouse, how- 
ever. put a sell sign over Ice- 
land. the frozen food retailer 
which is indulging in a share 
buy-back. The shares melted 
4Jip to 95p. 

De la Rue. the security print- 
er, fell 24p to 59.15 p as Stock- 
broker Cazenove was said to 
have made cautious noises- 

Centrica, the gas supply half 
of the old British Gas, was the 
day s most busily traded share 
with the price shading 1 -5p to 
6 Ip. 

A cautious trading slate- 
meat from Motins, the tobac- 
co machinery group, lowered 
the shares 70p to 830p and 
Rentokfl Initial continued to 
suffer from disappointment 
over its results, falling a further 
12.5p to 403 p. 

Arjo Wiggins Appleton 
edged ahead Up to 195-5p. 
BZW thinks the depressed 
paper sector is due for an up- 


lift and has launched basket 
warrants on the paper players. 

But Shield Diagnostic the 
healthcare group, continued to 
march ahead in front of an in- 
vestment presentation; the 
shares surged S7_5p to 8Q5p. 
They were I50p last month. 

Dana Petroleum, forging 
further links in the former So- 
viet Union, added 2p to 23 Jp 
and financial services group 
DBS Management improved 

67-5p to 802-5p, anticipating a 
move from AIM to full listing. 

Frost, the garage group 
which has been squeezed un- 
mercifully in the petrol price 
war, is due to produce figures 
next week. Around £13Jm is 
expected; the shares rose 8p to 
126 Jp. Micro Focus, the com- 
puter group, improved 40p to 
l,202J5p. After the market 
dosed it was announced that 
the former chairman. Brian 
Reynolds, had sold 275,000 
shares and was left with 3_? per 
cent. 


0 Shares of Motion Media, 
developing a video-telephone 
system, were suspended on 
the fringe Ofex market as 
£450,000 was raised through 
a placing at 105p. Frozen at 
190p. the shares have hit 
310p on talk of deals with BT 
and Continental groups. The 
company says it is talking 
with “a number of prospec- 
tive major customers” and its 
video-phone is being exhibit- 
ed at a German electronics 
show. MM arrived last year 
at 67.5p. Dealings are expect- 
ed to resume today. 


0 Slordata Solutions, which 
has had a dismal time, held 
at 12.75 p. The car security 
and computer systems com- 
pany produced disappointing 
profits of £JL5m last year but 
market hopes are high it is 
set for more than £2~2m 
which puts the shares on a 
prospective rating of only 
10.2. 


*•*2*^22? ssm* viica a« ym n£3s 
AJcoboEc Beverages 




s ator-ff 

63, BunSwM 70% 


OS Otrauans to ',D 6 m rSp 

« awBSfsa « J5v % ™ Jg 
mwm 3 a wan 



wmB&.UW 


•», •» wwii st - 20 -i® zm 

Sv JSUcw £ %*? D «■ « 


ITW& JP' 

£ h is i 


j, 4 & 


Banks, Merchant 



i «v 
% 

-I 


: 


IN 


• sx 
«M SBSD 
■ zrs 
in ara 
ib as* 


«S BBSS 
730 BBSS 
93 SB 


Banks, Retail 

-S', 27%«MAtflD 

5>S W 
s & »- 


J* 

3f*. B antu Bro 07% -V 2B 
ai Berco'kSrl Qe*%-V- a 
M, tMWB TO'i*+ 2> » 


oh .% 27 m m 
779 »av « tB EM 
<*V 4 42 TB* 

5>“ 

- 

2fl - - 


«av 4' 


„ M 054 
2i m 

aa mb iso 
a a tv 

04 

03 - 

zo - nr 
» a » 

0 B ■ 

34 SS ZJB8 
33 TM 2776 
- - 32 *7 <320 

-S 9 . 05 S3W 

■— c ==. ra'-tfiV 54 04 

;« ‘ BOB', N»«H 73B. I* 4a TO 3483 
632V 484 


**% 30 

Ev £v 33S& _ ... 

fiAEss: m 

6>Eapa™ EB%-% 

^ ff- sa. a s 
K IsSi 2 ? 

«*v ass n&i« ear. 

Bar 


9E0V Sc SmQmd M rt a ® 4094 
8V SmfannoBfc 0\ -% 00 

35A 4 39 » 


ta + \ 39 *6 UBffi 

m.t+sv ir 2s«n 

IB 113 6za 
85 209 4050 




— , 30 H i m Oh 

«E2 SbOntA ... 

Sk*?-8S« 

-El, . 72 lusSfec -E0 a* 2H 3BO 

20 ', TO H 0 KI • — - — 

825 C\ UUM 
333 an UdM 
W BS. VtaaC 
770 8a 




Mca d« YM MMi 
4BB 9V 49 09 404 
— . 06 1 Mr 83 OS 

n> mV 9j«tor 03 
4H a', smm 27V -mew 
1SV Wfcccnoln ® «i as laa «a 
a IMOn V 1-1 <4 GS 4521 


« 

SB 

bitematio(ia!s 

3 7f« 25'a MboaUD t37Vi.> 
43% BSiftner&qMM l»*» " 

33V 20'.- *Tl 



Share Price Data 


n bv •yuki 

BS 1 . B BdMa 


Mi C3*. _ 

CSV V V 
5B'« -IV 57 
30 01'. -V 

W7> - 72 


t7>*‘, a 144 

W*. -6 


I'lwPi assV -ji - - BJ4 


at 23T Min . 26BV .1 . 40 2B W 

» TO *j5k3r aa. 4fV 27 .* sm 

aso as ib3m* . aavis n ua aao 

ra, TO lodns t»S .. 97 89 32B 

8 V -5V MOTOOkb 7> -V '9 MB 

TB firtnrtw ■*< . a 98 396 

T45 to _ . DUO 52 5940 

4HD RarivtoMf 9M> 9 2B BOO 

B ID 


G3B +1 21 IB 4-04 

OK - S3 63 4®4 
331 ff Bfi 4ffl 

320V +3 45 07 4453 

9% - 17 84 4467 

630 ■ 29 217 4483 

« +1 « BD1 4484 


OJe*aBp 

PEAhfeH* 


94B to 

M 4V “S toiOo^i 1 . . ■ ■ 

377V tok 348. +2V a am 


“A 


g^g'-fes- 

eb ss'.nnBa 
■2V «V WkkiQp 


Diversified Industrials 

av - 


68 IBB 


Breweries, Pubs & Rest* 

878V TO Bass .mV -6 37' 68 ITS 

H» W HrwrmocC HBV - 37 «0 2CE 

«> BS CWOkBn 64V + V TO 3Bf -tMB 

»4V 40 Qnaw 76V.»4 IS 2B3 «7 
290 > so BdttaP 2BBV . 23 177 243S 

sw 4D hma «bv ■ Mfl as« 

340 97', GtaMw M * B 2 MB Xa 




760 9S7V GnmKtH W> . 27 TO OBB 
95 S4V GiDMnrm 2SV » S 39 2SBB 

95 204 GpQmtM 2B0> -1. C 2J4 48B 

357 ZK'i HaonftH 790 V - 44 Cfi 2B3J 

•M3 ZJDO Hot 2JB0 -2B 2B MB 2BC 

78 46 MoBtoiBn 72V » 27 3 07 

357 as IM8 368 -1 22 64 TOO 

363V 292 . MMMlt . 99> -1 32 «B 3301 

•=33 m • UaMnd 8Q7Y - 28 MO 948 

72V 37V toon 38> - - : • TOO 

eaa’r 20 -RaBm bo&too OS 458 4009 
■os as tonoofirff <ao-x+3V or . . an. 

33BV mV toxin 344V ua 09 328 2*M 

700 801 ScMBteMB -SV 717 208 3044 

30 9M ItorGnqp . fflS, -IV-4B OB 43EB 

056 640 thihixw n mrV 42 V -id aa ' t» 

B8, 872 MMbXHl 80S ' J 3b « 4«9 

TOG'. 57B VfeMDUto TOV • 50 Efi 4530 

488V 297 tota 489V M O M6 «a7 

600 425 YbrngBavA SZO - TO 3(7 4383 

580 307' VtmjB-". 5S7V . 89 2S 4SB4 


3 oV AfTOUtod 

420 m ■ Mrtaow „ 

387 95 Tines ftfeB 314 V +2 27 - 296 

». aa m zti, s 46 to ot 

SBV (8. 06*79 . nVM 3D TO n 
as gov ozJor s -a 1 , m as - 

072 76 Om 7TB SV 49 MO 205 

3ffl m& Coetaoi » ■ ffl 293 

226V w Com 2D » 5B OB » 

MJ mV oaeoTOiHda vs • ® ffl as 

«2j TBV HMnlC 27 -iV 8S Tt5 2B40 

HA:. 3B> HmBb ' 37WY..6E M 3BB 

bob * any HuthWap wV-za 23 so 



HA'+tV 27 «4 4BE 
6BV 4- Zl 63 4347 


W» 

Extractive industries 

»_ 39 _ AngtoOuM WV ^ 


- - MBS 

B 62 CBS 

W - 9 M WB 

730 *1 32 MS tTO 

' ' _ J tn 

257V +2t 33 OS MS 
6V » ■ 387 MBS 

v sm zu5 

33 63 2088 

35 - TOO 

43 U 3DO 

00 . SB 

17 309 4300 

43 MB 466 


^ A^RnRi* 

148V SJ EbOM 
2V Of. BumUXhg 
W2 B54V CM 

77^Cto5l9adl 


22N 


60> 344 . JMlnalUa 387V -2'. M3 
sen T6V Inll. ffl 4H3 30 07 SO 


32 607 

2 2 63 

D4B> • 33 609 

A -V - BS 
SB’n.% S3 3989 

K 0W 

m so to 

B. -V » 29 
E2-» a 279 2322 


66 Tffi BrtanM 046V 4A 16 

8V nV n 1 co*» . 22 

8£a 3B%a*BSlMn BB4% -i’« 17 

OnTO ES%-% 51 

CmxdSp »4% . m 

Cwn< TOD <3 OS 

IPk 466V 6 

■’Jl 17 



2060 

- OG 8 

- 2080 
1774 
264 


csbi -i%ja 

. 01,4% 26 - 046 

52', «V EwhtmiKA KB', -27 - O0B 

880 USD BQd 860 - 31 29 3431 

«S. 38, 3®> . 34 284 236 

a\ fc5 £20W. 

«*». *c>. cr — 


308V 2fl OnOw 704 .2 
* 29 KnacCEPsv TO 

ITS 9a L9.DKI Bffi, 

BBV OB LMtnSmCo 67V 

303 289 Lo*£n3 Ml 

2BV MCRnra 32 


300- 33t 273 

2960 342 ': ZB 

30 K3 307 It) 95 

31 408 no . 207'; 04 . Jmcn 
u 250 3222 1 M > t) Lam 

25 OV HM33 


P004 Ca c YU neCBd* 

« g ^;Pric« arch aTOff^exMptMme/estaeUTTwyimbimyaatfSiitfTOend. grossed up by 
2S 222 z>S : 20 po* emt, as a poreantuge ol tfe share plica The pncM/eanmgs (P/E) rano s Hie share 
« r? SS 'Pdta! ttvlcted ay tot years aamngs par sharp, BKjuctrig exceptional fo-ms- 
3? 2Zi aw Other datafe: r Ex rlghtc * Ex-cfivktend a E* al u Unfcwd SBeunttes Martel ■ Suspended 
HC ^ l^ipp Parity Paid pm hi Paid Shares JAW Stock Souoe: FT kitotmaiion 

i^bT : * H me independent index 


_ a ^ ^The index dove you to access real-ome share prices by phone from London Stock 
a ?=* *=--■ - bk'js m Him- SCi* I ® ^ Btchan^s Sn^ t« DSfli 33& and whan pronpted to da so enter the x^gh code 

wo\ si lutFiaflEaTIrevB 1 * « 43 2£t TTtc 1 as s o imi 9u«i otV - 21 md sa« . pmtBd nttft id cacti s^arcL To access I he latest financial reports dal 089* 1233 Mowed 

R S7>. IXiArno 88V X'« 04 - 3953. 67V TO V MS Oto Of ttW tWfrrfgrt COdW OekW 


03 BB LfcM*anOo» 02': -V - H? I 

za, ZS MHdan, 25BV V 32 338 3273 ; 

«1; H iffUlMB 60- / V 35 347 ZPS' 


67, n 

290V 235 
90V 784 
TQ- r 91 


107V 

42 3J 

3303 ; av * 

— . _ 3345 1 W: set 

Wnuy myan «OV -8 28 ZS5 XJHB 206 43 

ItoaiyEuDPl 16’. 20 458 3894 | BC 35 PgMtert 


MtonCUm 


07 


56*. 45% Gw Sic US WV 


SI 


53V 32% Caro EoS-V. 09 


am 


_. = __ *V h sna 3«4 

Si fli ttrytopn OS 

73 51 ItorEutounTi'; - 

400V 333 Uiqihcare 5BB : »T 

483 377 Itovrannu 4ffl. j K 3442 

an <s ikvai*uk& 4nv 3 a m 3*45 


> “uS; FTSE 100 - FteaHkne 
‘ m tJKS®** Maricat Report 

83 ,1‘. 

340 • 

48 -1 23 & an 


2B2 UK Company News 
6B MW; Foreign Exchange 


do 

01 

02 

03 


Sterfng Rates 
Buion Report 
WM Si Report 
Tokyo Market 


04 

05 

20 

21 


Pnvali&ation Issues 
Water Shares 
Bectridry Shares 
Ugh Street Bonks 


36 

39 

40 

41 


IB as Tew W AaaodB 640, -6 

« 2SB J«X ' 4tM 288 fotter-RKta 3B2V 


23 206 386. 
25 205 3756 


telephone 

inckidnq 


dug its portlofio lecity. phone 0891 123 333* 


z»v 

73V 


679V Oft Haifa Mur Hgjji » J . 04 


5v ^ Ksr- £ 

31 V 66 % w rar.-v TO 
«. JO’V/TTho* K»V - TO 
a% h%H 30 C23V.% a 

ffirtt 32. ItaXIjncn £B0V 2% 12 
<72 340 AM Cop <9. ■ , ■ 

a- s % ssar “■ ■ - 

a 27V tore 

202 


TO' ” 




*% »V QuXcrOB C23V S 


SfaMmB 
«% Bnoo 
56% mam 
M TmoFMao 
23V LtaCMxM IB 
Mhv 


C6%-% 
B4%V 
[30*% - 


O&V 


- - 16<S 

4S 127 1171 
at 

IB 06 

33 

h srefl 

33 IB) <235 
O - 420? 
20 • 445B 

20 - <649 


2031 


«. DutanOTO 5«. ^V - . 2399 


■BB . 


«B 38B 


rr m, 3 




:: ' 

"• li,; v 


V -. 
Li. 


V? 




Buikfing/C on str ii ctioti ' 

OBV 96V MCC «V - 30 2a MB 

ZB. 06 Attay ' 2CB; *» BIB WO 

297V 7HV AM a»> - 30 06 4840 

SHV 233 Mm9i 480. . . .13 BB SB 

TOJ ® Mfad - 26BWV . & 3I2 168 
48 V 29 AarMi 4S, ■ 26 - TOO 

IE. 49V to — Itom T3 223-1W 

a*> 34 BMW ®v . 25 347 W 

291 V 2fi. BmUDw TO 4 » BS «W 

30. «3V Bur BB, -3 40 « 3S2B 

SlV TO £Mmv 348V -IV 29 03 056 

471 V MV MM MV..-. - 69 BOO 

701 V 483 BBOTOy 753 OS U BB SO 

t75, 63 Bataco3V> 61 ■ <3. 48 S2 2 

2 BV eV one to ■ manra 

as m cur wre) 3J5 - 38 m . w 

69, 04 ftjcr! Qp «> »1V 45 68 M2 

05V SB CMA . EDi *1 38 M 5B34 

20, 5 CareMftA 0 . - - - 2M3 

oov » Caro IK m% - 2M« 

mV 37 OftMtU BlV+8 6 

63 30 comm m ^ - - 25 

99V a, Dwmd 03 . a aaaaa 

94. 54V OMPUtm R » W JZP 

<Ef 65V Culm Flop 89 SB SS 

55 40 ac B ■ BP a w 

ao 16 B«aoui Wi * 6 - ®0B 

- - 20> -V 


23. 


flTOV - 22 


«rV 733, .OnronKr 
m » hEEaEud 206V - w ra« 

3 3 -‘,SS 

730 22 fan* 226V 4«V 00 - 

SB 314V UhaU 3V - » - 

321. 238 LbmqUA- W 

E3« 97 L*o&Wl 
21 0\ IMTOTO 

SB - 


FOcBcrUtu 68 . . 

RXriMn s> - ■ & 92 an 

ftMTOOit -427V - CT ta 3703 

— , ftpnr MS. - 6 05 3*6 

34B 3 , 66 OnDMly SB2V -3'* 23 S3 

as* nay j 60 *lV ffl OB 402 

W 54V torn 985 -59 •• 

607, 408V DMahn . 502 «V 26 *1 _ 

7B8. 208 rrOnv 334 «4 . 29 69 4033 

2965 23rt toMfa TOB. 7>4 48 142 4344 

aev sob Vfakto 440V . - 53 «o 4<3» 

337V 254 Mato . 388V 4 B a 

CT 43V V*tm . SS » BO HB-MGB 

3BBV 204 V IMtoreN 330 3 . 52 140 4S0B 

ac-'-sn wmbH tod - » 0944 m 


<71 V 2£V Omorenl 3CS*»V BS 202 
SB) VSV Snatalfa 2H> 97 E 391 

™ 4. r - .n— n— -t .. M . ajW 


Investment Companies 


Bt’S 


IAibvCBIc 71 
— _ AfavZM&htffi 

403V 366 Ifayvmje 300 
9 SV hfafcro to 5 : - 
46 353V OMOSTO «& 4V 

Mfl'r dUinltnil 239V 


203 57 247 I 


Anyone 1 

_ _ _ __ __ independent kxtax. _ 

in %a §SSK?r Si flV S S SS'ftx BSSTOtarroe. cal otrheptoeOTn S73 4S78 pooam - 5«pmL 

| TOV 36 Sorrow* 5JV.S 33 w » erf. «»t SOppmmfnuJB cut charge* Indwto VAT 

90. 6 SlHnlvin 3D. 06 2 5Cu 


2 43 220 . 


9XEM 756 596 


UHNtM 
VTfi 
«W 


MOV 4^ S SB <35 
TO; - 82 5B 45BI 
OB -.71 V 09 200 <544 


366V 27 PwBLKSm 3E9V -V 2 Jffl 488 . «0 55'i 

ZB> 207V HICMCnr EKS'i 10 - SCBI 279V 63 .... 

2E1V 20 HTCaaPIv TO 4! 2 - 577 06 6® WlV»T 162V -87V 20 301 4587 

*2'- 36 363 .-B45 

'if S8 35 ®f. B * hrB f* n 


2M3 354 Scum 


2HJ K’J SkoKIAI 200 4-8 
S71 4Q Strand MO S« *V 
n < BB toaliScct tov -V 
S4V 62 raciyufa B4'4 w 
OSV 08 V TO Ere (Mi 175 ; 


S3. OB TOFMEaS 
35V OB MIUK 
TO TOV TDIuk 

TOV 2M V TOSttRa 
TOO 28 TOUdfaD 
383. TC Wlrnch 
tS% wV TO-acrAp 
4MV 329V faDIpbto 
BT. 73 PmlkM 
m 85 V tutetoi 
298V 318 


29 43 39M 
M 3916 
41 235 3377 
40 3D0 4271 
.24 - 216 

■av 48 269 4208 
TO i- 80 TB TOT 
16V av 03 4581 

37V - 33 TO CB2 

3CV Vl 20 <50 CBS 


'M 


AamGaag! 
Amo 
AconM 

AmiRs 

M82V 30 V EkEknm 


23 


. - - 5030 

ICS +2V 07 BS1 002 


lV Bifato IV . -MBS 

TC'. CfanEncy S»V <V - ■ 20* 

6B CV* a ,i 16 62 200 

23V Comma 23V . <6 54 SW 

av DaraPreatun 23V +2 - - 4904 

rid 2 MB 

12 84 3CB 


l>*Jv i 2 Si se*“ ^ — 

K ■ « *“.i “■ ® KfSSare "^ v “ :S ® «. imp 

Mfam o "fl « 4BE 202V 03 LASrrD W, (S W 368 1 S. **/ 

38b 252 toMCO »V ^ g ^3^ “’• O I «SS ^ 

43V 26V torirCI 38 .V S 00 37a 

loss 379 RnooEwl 

ace 390 toward) 

90 mV BtoEdta 

mV rev umoi 


Suck WriDOO Stock VdTOOO Stock VoiDOO Stock WoTHOO 

CertTO 5840000 0T KHUO AtolFiMr 90000 CoasV^la fiOOOO 

MMW 2380000 LtoydtTSB HOODO Cferi Sdw^pes 880000 Ruderdai 8200D0 

a mti&et 28000D B7R OBOQCD ASDUGrap 820000 B> SttODO 

EG 000000 Vbdafm 020000 WBamrt^& 830000 LuacVtrty 570000 

taken* &d C40000 Ifatrele 950000 BAThQa 80003 UhMBtaailB 580000 

FTSE 100 Index hour bv hour 

14.00 439B4 down 24.1 

15.00 43948 down 277 

16.00 43974 down 2S3 
Close 43977 down 248 

Open 44094 down 13.1 
(BOO 44015 down 210 
ItLOD 44039 down «fi 

11JW 440917 down 123 

12 JM 44117 down IQS 

13 J>0 44112 down T13 


Pikfa Ch8 6d PTtcS* 
* 4V 


85 


YwraifaG 


82 


Elecfricity 

■«V BB BrBimrM.' 67 
737 429 ETOMOfaiV 070. 


873 SOS lonfaiBlC 7KV 73 OB 4027 

530> 37 ECfawGKUl 075 -4, 51 DO D80 

217V 64V WMW 28. -8V ffl 04 4BOO 


Nito 


88 373V 

4£6 308 M u TOM 

884 482: tovCm 

972 271 V MIM7 

39*5 art SOOHIPW 
467 3MV Sa4hnn- . 
90 . BSD YDMM 


4B5V+1 90 M 499 

an - M- SB 4950 
384. * 83 BD-CSB0 
B20V ->Ei 44 73 4961 
396 *1 


57 


421 V -B 89 
MB 14-lV 90 


Electronics 


YEV 

TO 


Conp 2 BV *2. 

an *iv 17 ■ 604 

47V .. » 16 *47 

M2. .V U 27 Wt 


TO, 

26! 

TOV «, Me PHD . _ .. 

8E TOV BCC- 36V - 50 ^ 

223 », BUM HUM «> » BB Y3 UBI 

37 bV Bsdeorto BS ■ - - *g 

91 9V Man 9 » 06 90 t*8 

SB 295. EUC 36& <9 08 *H 

3»V Bwlnia 388 -H8V 31 62 607 

arV a*, ssao mo m m mi 

5, OMto 38 . 48 68 203 

23V CMMdi «A - 

89V • 


46. 


I S2KS 
S S. gSft? 


464 322V CUM 


fiB2> +2V 21 
ezrf »- os 
340V 4 57 

<3, - 4* 

ffiV - 95 


□Dridiaau 

DndKOi 






*V 84 _ 

. «raV 4b 

V Enw SB ■ O 

lV Eunoron *7®.«+7. » 

! S'* % nStferei S *S » 

293, 62 Fto fadGW 22S 
DO 31 toy - - — 

341 OEC 


201 
280 
SZ72 
2003 
JBrns 

SB 3333 
«0 2338 
TB 2350 

IBS 2360 
389 MODI 


67 


12 
93 
*■1 V 41 


« 1420 


. ^ SSSSf. T : 1 Z^\ «■ Siti 5 ^ 2 

> S »> fa* TO " TO V mv S?TO. 2 ' I |« 

2* 


Monoibrw ZBV «e 
HMmJ 04 



». _ 

3B: OB. SB 
63 72V torn 

ts OB V %H5n*6S 
TOV 16 totaUtnr 
MB. tEUYOOup 
W-- TtvGrjfaJ 
13, IMyCMfa 
in ss> vnenin 
a*v 35V wiaiio* 

27i no ywb*m» 


291 -1 v 47 67 sae 

MTV - 27 02 ' - 
mV - 33 4B 5067 


« .. -® , si!S v S? 

«E«SwS-«! 31 

«*c 
£ ♦« 



Q B4V 

_ Birti 5KV 

Ol', WrrvsyR *4 


BirikBng Materials 

is ,: s § sb? i; 

I I'-HET ls + : “”5 

+v 



re 


any 43s KbotGcu 
20 V fl^rUiino 

re a mm 

40 SB RMna 
625 SSI RB 
no 867 RIZ 
eo_ rert toxftnn 


E7V% 18 

■fc# * 


igw 7V ntortuo 
ID'S 8% Souhwl 


6§V . . 

74% 36V toMfaM 
MV TOMaC 


. m 
as w 

• 4BM 

3B5M-e 02 
MS -a ea 88 2S4 

re*. 45 so 03 jreo 
29 v 4V as » 
CO£% 27 TO SBBD 

‘jfV . - "■ -406 


ZT% j 


DM’- 

25 


550 430 TAMBTOto «*>. 


0* 

9 

44 110 4447 


BSV 354V W*iM?Q «hV ^V 24 TO 

Food Manufacturers 


m jm mm -h ti 

imj «y faooEua re - 

50BV 336 tocUFda «V 4 

2H» 66 Mure _ 26 «• 


38V 238. MTOM TO 

~ 38V Abn War _ . 

- 29 B9 WB 

5 TO TO 

. Z7 H» 
1C M » 47 14 OT 

892V > 28 ZB 066 

COM4 S7V *3 83 04 HP 

2BD . 15 02 4333 

B2> - 

30V . 



» Bfl 2B6B 


'■ 3S6 


83 69 SB 
S3 388 680 
553 -? 39 448 2030 

BO t4 41 OS a»6 

»V»V 85 - Z*n 

230 . SI OB 22SJ 

332V - 86 TO Z50* 

zn -a 37 aa an 

BB -V 4B SO 25ffl 

23 - 33 S3 TO 

WV 37 

367V 4V M w are 

mV -i V to ~ 

05, 35 

W> -V BB 

IV - or 

■ c .|V 21 

- 47 1C 3R6 

• 37 60 3308 

- 49 m 3600 

trt - 6 BS SH7 

£OV»1 51 - 

iM 97 4lV 97 .... 

Iftttoi SB, fV SB - 286 

_. _ 5«l» 16V - 35 YBSBffl 

8 9m 30V - • - 40W 

fflS 441 0 48 TtS *173 

392 UrU 480. S3 H7 434* 

TOV uSM . raV + V 25 4W7 

■ 0§f. IlfaffM tnr-% -lV « 

64> Udftore 260 +ttl 9 65 4310 
OV YtTWteRl 6 - BS - 819 


2954 


ore 96 

WV TO 
m a 

SB m HUTO01 203V -lV t7 «7 ZHB 

300 TO km 345 t-1 V 22 MS 3007 

OTV m LUSrfanr*. M - 44 3S0 

xm m todnH VSV +BV w 45* am 

*0 . 121 MStfa. Ml. 89 MB BO 


-9V 


B27V », arentom «eV -t, a 28 W 

B6 TOV StolOAvi t«,+cv - - 3829 

Wl . on Mfllfatfl OBV 7. 43 62 MM3 

H) « lCQoo 6V - 29 02 'lips’ 

a> a; torefe a. - re w ea» 

^i54 3SSS sr : • «s 

337 255V Man ton 256V » 31 61 TO* 




1A * 


: % , 


4V; sb 
E 3 77 SfcWI 

B. SB, RniA 
7E J 08 - -£nsu8 Af- 
Sf TTi $<**■»'* ft 
— as tone 


w nV 


845 350 ttafatotti 
5M 46 Wreky 


friilffBrlnll 

*'%***'{% jr E ar | «'S 


tti 
29'- *1 

61 .' t 

fS 






7 ■ 

' • ' \ 


CfwuBcab 

207'; 68 AfaeMAVa 
M9. tSV MtCTOd 


87 


rhd 


20 

wo, _ _ . 

334*1 TO 3TV 

«v m mm 
aoy «5'l KW 
3«> 62 CanrnW 
ai 360 ciiak 
373. M CmOM 

spv aar. cam 

323': TO toibre 
M BPV &Wpo<3* 
re tc Hereon 

« is, new 

089 76l 

*B «V KtoOp 
H? . is 1408110 


f TflV ^ 

_ ! H7 tB 

w i : » g S i ** ^5.1* 

"I® 1 w 5S! 2 

S3 -i g * H . o 

no 3 V va 

26i 
2» 


8 ST- 2^11 


09 «* SB W>GM 
•» MB 1 S aV Mi town 






6V 


-BB 

49 os asm 
47 m sm 


'■ 4 5 m 0 s :3 & SvSSreJg 

SSS 1 *'. SltSal 


fgJ* 5 . g g- « SS 8 

1 5 3 38:$ Svffls 


BB 

MO, *-1: 

03; - 
7B;-rP 


47 aw 

S3 222 sa& 

9SS,-. 

43 60 qQ\ 


« 

* 


42? 'r 


m 

I 


*» — « 

64 ttlnrt to CT 

-no re hn-m u k S' 

S x '*— < * 

« -B, .ftnre 3* 

■ jg a’ » 

ita »?i wtawrere a®. 

OK 65 W» 

BO SS Mr (TOd 


3S3 


r - ^ “SS 
*••> a SS 

. 33 S3 

- M B “5 — . 

r- If I: 



‘S 3 S|f 

« <us iwn 


Itftllf! 

sss 


Distributor* 


' JO «'* Bgjj* * 1 «£" JQ 34 1IZ 3358 

• S- S mm Si ■»< 37 S aw 

* SI U OT *v » UP'fBi 


a/'t « 

KB yO » ESS 


re, J2V «ure 

O’t -tO A 1 l j| li»0 


. .u 
- a* 



06% Mbs (WV«V » ■ ®1 

« S a^ssgffl 



OO 54 OMam 18 +1 57 - fflo 

31 V *V PWSM * » 49 .09 37* 


08, Integrated 


TOO 70 01 3)82 

5H7V +3>. 35 96 3770 
57 -i v - M7 ares 

; : :. izb* 

> sm ea unpnmr 
GEM V 40 35 M2 MS 1 ®-' WV 


S% 9*> Ha mw 
&4 TO HiddmAl 
33 z; Obotop 
83. 91 ObEnms 
mV sb P9T 
5*9V are 


Why pay to 
bank when 
First Direct 


V -B 41 60 ao 
CB3>> a •: 


<1, 

or'; 

31 


-I 


Other Ftnanctai 


306V TOV ArmuaKO 
23 "i O^vArMiArm 
t*V 77 am 
BOB. 0H5 CUMDn* 
25V V CtorataH 
OV BV cmm 
332 


eov . 

_ topntore as 1 . ■ 
(V ftoifan 41 V .V 

8< FAdvEsma tsrV - 
S M faB -V 

S)V Sarto GoEnn 59 » 

70 Scnua V 
TO 3MMUV 
K-V snutfiEjo mV -i 

— act - 

E7V 


43 203 336 
..... 85 IB SMS 

eaV - « - 

32 - 29 790 4959 

D3*V l% 26 <8 

TB • 57 63 MSS 

28 r • 15 508 ZGB 

a 4 *70 

05 • 45 66 3KB 

5*6 1*1 IB 79* J83i 

36 -2 4ED 

39 SB 37Z7 


2MV MV Omtorfor 
^V 8 OtotoGD 


for 24 hour telephone banking 

a 0800 24 24 24 


For Ml wrtttBn details ol Our aorvtcKi write to Riw Direct, Freepost, Loads LS98 2RF. 
First Direct Is a division at Midland Bank pic. First Direct reserves trie right 10 decline 
to open an account for you Caiis may bo monitored and/or recanted. Applicants must 
he 18 or direr. Free banking moans turn them am no charges for cheque and cash 
machine withdrawals in the UK, standing orders and dkact debits, Swscn payments 
or monthly statements. Member HSBC <Z> Group 


Price eng YM 


2D6ji to toato ai* aav -a 

^.“bv^L, s U 

SSB P7 amAtor SOB 3 

Investment Thists 

SUV 408, 3Qna SO 

to 91. MM&fpi IB 

H, «rv ASKWNDmi 26 
68V to kfenrlw 

wixsa Atone* 

68 HI AmMC 

at 


fmSSSS 


SOV 4 a 4* 44E 

+2V tt - 4BB5 

3 07 - 40* 

68 -1 40 2Z7 645 

lari -v. 29 407 too 



_____ Sy4vi 

Ckndhhc 772V +2 4B 
Du»*iSmCin375V 


St 

377 V 3W . 

177. KJ. CknSiWM 0WV 5V 14 9* 3637 

WV mV EdiDra B8V lV . . 4809 

30 V art EiSiinto 29V -V - XB* 


... *lVl 

177 mV EdnJfamto *2. 4 

30V 27V EitiSeto 3T. ■ 

S»V BV EdnNnrtqer a, 

67'. 92 B*i5d*Ces av -. 03 

372V 3C4 esouaftir 370 -lV » 


I s S&S-3 


V -1«. 


* ” 4 


»v 


WV B4 Ftonngcm 
TOV 20 Han&Ofa — 

<37 343 FtonQtEtf 43V -1 n ■ 3B01 

273 aarv gnBre gM ZA *V 28 3» 2594 

aS, to mi w - HI 

rev mv Ftoie^re m, v «a sm 

71V 3BV «nhfa 49V - - ■ <300 

290. fill FfcmJup 176 OV - - 307 


7 ItomgOMtoTO WV 6 720 

sv fescuErt iev . a 

7 feriOlEua TO -V OS 


U3V 

Sv . _ 

171 MS'. FaflCdhi 62; .lV * 750 WM 

207 BSV FaSOdFw 6BV -1 * 5« ^ 

m 68V foscaare a', -v, * ra «b 

«7 BZ’j FgWdUe&n® lV - ■ 6M 

» s asB^a-jg :s 

54. toreSrt jg' + -) as SB* 


721 V B3V or MOD* «nv 

& %■- gri^ 3 4*1 

BtV « qScSI? ' 1r 


40V (tomtfai 

32V Gcrf&t 


re tav -V os - 

fti* mV -1 U - 2686 

jin 6rij>v 66 69 QB 

_ Esq mi re. -iv to - sra 

BBV OwBhA ® - v 85 

26 mv Qoasora «'• iV os - W? 

» SB 0O48Se 367 -V » 43B ZKM 

TO -BT Oonlfanarri 63. d - -OT 

99 9!'. GPS GMBH »V - ■ - CT 

BO <sr Giwrtiar J? 35 ?2 

as * awMren&i w> •> 

IT no TtodewiAm TO* - 

to, 60 Hearted tE ► 

1»V 87 H Sam l* Em TOV+V 


a-' 


I89MT 


r^SS 


Leisure & Hotels 




60V 37 
® V 

TO 65 BSGob 

173 BSV 

353 MO 

■s -Tv 


60 


SO 
65 
OZV 
an ■ 

"R 

30 

SV CaopanGnxp 35 


20 207 640 
23 258 ->6*3 
SB 549 4472 


36 


035 


38 

69 

12 369 673 
■ 6*5 
BB D 20£ 


208, TO Bbfan ®V - 
soov art Bicpnisfa my . 
a 60 tinarnp SSn.l 
6V FraCM «. 


- 5372 
07 48 MB 
00 fia 286 


114 


■ H 04'; -lV 34 SEO MM 


SO M 2 hnrtoHt eo 

0H 86 torn SMVi.e 
57. » rttocStm 34, - 

33rt 301 AfWrtH TOV . 

3tV 6 Kindi 27 

"TV 44 


403. 20'. LmtnOla 

733V TO Mar UU 
96 V 77V UnfemOri 
407^ 27B Mi 8 DMT, 


45 205 ass’ 
17 250 2753 
. «3 sn? 
25 W 30M 
32 177 4086 
2B3 are 


2'; 4lV 24 ZB 4390 



7EO SSV B> 

109V 933 DunotlCM are'; 

05V 50*1. Emu £B3 j u _ _ 

art ®^.i*±3«ctap oo?».i4na3 

35% 26V NonkHvdD 01*%% 17 TO 

trV ov oaassaa raViV 40 - . „ 

M76 B22 SM OS 4 « « 4003 , ® 

. 6* 

■ 293 

I WV TO SnHtJ8Co 
353 4 U 0 TOOl Ol V TO fai*tonn 

{Z>*«4% 79 W CO 95 fijmShopi 

CIV -V S3 t» 4906. 85 s aiaton 

mi «1 29 230 306' 4 J . 2 SHdtoum 

E25 ■ O OD -. urv 53 TBI 

trt . - 43BB- OlV TO Xow PWni 

327 <| 28 220 2DBZ TOV 03 V YMnOam 

av ■ 24 882 MQ. M5V 97 toMPt 

- OmklfTo 85V - 87B SW. B4V « WH>004) 

WV 90 fmco . rn\ . 72 sm. 2S3V C7 Matt 

TX 550 ElfaRims 677V 3% 56 2B7' 2M. 05 fSMrfrrt 

re Ena UV . M3 ID 4S0j 96V 96 WnOl 

39 X% OunmcPI 38 ■ 00 37 Z80 , _ . _ _ , 

Mao, re reDDBcies . 30 2w an! Retaiers. Food 

97V 13, uamCto By - 33 ■ Dmi^rTTv 

30, BMV kcrvASm a?y V 4J fa 3072 jM, 

230. *3’. tofSan;.- art rt <B - -I », « SSi5* 

31; 26 Utirtih* »V - 36 722 37001 «• *, 0^0"" 

43TV 26 utirtrtg « B* 64 48® 2‘ OV Ojtm 

281 as'; vmroStfc; 225 »• m «2| J® 

H7. 87V UfaScnB TO *SV 35 Ol «S • ^ 

MS'; D40V M&GQo* M56, 31 31B SMS I ® 

— ***“ B72> -6 36 230 3M8' 

«S -1 66 OS 4872 1 » TO 

» 79 3458 ' Ml •», "W. 

25 205 3639 1 « 73: BTOnIFi 

3* ZB 3731 ' 8 * 4 JdnLuMv 

£ MB 2205 1 OD 284 V IM< ton 

£ TO Ml I “3 07V MAW 

47 42 3993 1 177 M2 MoraonW 

87 m 1*72 1 a® « toVPQore 

- 631 -03 05 

37 . 430 zu 

MS 17 


S3 


t5>»‘v 


, 

86'- fV 
TOV 
BB .1 
M2'; .V 
B3V 45 
239 f 

TK * 


- 37V 
27 la am 
3D 251 1233 
32 58 OH 
&S 67 3927 
35 68 3056 

13 30* <562 

38 52J 4030 
47 9? 40® 
57 OO 4781 
27 33B 4345 

39 CO 4000 

334 

14 B4 3B9I 

6 *15 <54 
44 67 4204 
32 to me 
a 8 *545 

« 67 *433 
42 IQ 4*34 


re, *i', 

477V . 

43V «*V 


□toy Fanii 


» Fan* 


H 

200V 09, Mr, ED 5 F 

TOV noV togn TO 

2785 630 PnpoM 2770 

0CV 305 PtoRnd 600 


W: 




Siy 

TO i 

25BV 

645 

Tv 


8 00 TO 
25 63 60S 
37 06 esa 
.« -2291 

IV 8J 69 
I 23 60 30® 
- El Cl MSI 
> 22 jm 
-39 MB 
2771 


mTSS. 7 


Stock 


Prim CB( YM nECOto 

3M 03 MTm SnV-MV 26 07 371V 

TOV IS FtoidEw: WV - 17 TO 3704 

315 is (toaSOv t» ; 85 04 MB 

4®': 35 RgrtcMB UB -72'. * 233 380 

TO 02': m»fa(%> NO . 57 63 388 

67V TOV tHarr Vttons TOV 6 14 227 033 

482 V 288 ttato&H 407'; - 15 X5 3050 

®V 375 ago 092 *6': ® 373 3871 

300 30 SfEwrelCI 30 48'; 39 M3 3000 

94'; TO SanfareB M2'; -1 30 M2 5038 

4» to seaoJwm x -V v mo 

MS M>‘. SancGtl W2V*J7'i OS 454 2058 


M3V 00 aortal 
297 to 3mni 
04'. gov aartfay 
348 60 SOMs 


76 *t3V TO 383 500 

06V -t 8 00 4077 

— 22 40B 

47 - 4033 

67 460 

. <07 g 

2Sl t77V IDO 177V - fa B7 <338 

306 67V Mnusey v - 33M 

208 SJf- WfanatWO 270 43 125 44E 

». 26 VMUyil 30: CV ■ WO 

99V 33 Vfa M nw l 5BV • 26 230 1014 


: 

® ■ 


Telecommunications 

> M 55 

5 


*40 326 V BT 

*< as C7M8WS 
06. 91 HttoKon 
39% 28%NY1E< 

7SA TO Oongs 
J* 80 aonn 
60. 04 V WriMw 
303 V 2DBV MTOkra 


436V « 55 65 OS 

an> *5 25 6* 2BB 

rev -V 51 4K3 

C3D-»% 48 DO 
2D,.- 1 V - JOB 
mV 1. 06 310 

TOV -V ■ *48 

206 V »iV w are ssss 


Textiles & Apparel 


■4V V 7D . 


337. 3d2y MbnBn MB. 


«’■ 37', 

<57 590 £8U 442 V 

565 <00 SmusIkM 630 

9. 3 * TitoHcttSJ 3V - 

277 1 173 WnUlAl M277V-B 


TBV 


Phar mace uticais 


ira ' 233 


09. MSV 

V an tom 

V 03 TlXMiens 
336V VttBOnAP 


* 289 4382 
BE 99 3IC 
37 128 JXV 

60 C 03 3 *a 

69 v*5V 83 MB 

fttoWton m TOV*'; 22 *7 4MB 
380V 2 45 09 *43 

3* <1 48 SO 3004 


371 


*£> Retaflers, General 


A. S! s 

35D to*. BlBmtr, 2BV ■ 

MB 340 QnabTYwnaBKV - 

588 za Otaadma 3BBV*CV - 

073V 767 GtouYMtomiTO M'. 37 TO 2701 , «V Bl Atom W; - 

B1> e i Hinaruccn «i. - .to 2MB «V ton «y 1 

3®v SOB UartM MV nV O ■ 3XB. ™ =® AtoriCreito gB; * i 

<75 64 M Lain 231. -IV 566 *576 1 **?, ». - 540 

®°. <1% ItwtoB E05V% — ' 

<03 05V RspenTh 

07 3tV Ptafautn 

»V <8 RsnaomW 

H* 302 femurs* . 

98 0*V f *rPtmm 70V 

980V Q20V athaadi 333 *5 

TOO 06 Aura OT -23 V 24 25* 2988 


TO **1 6* 

345 : .IV SB B4 467 
233 » .29 -8041 

471 *,1 45 04 4445 


208 685 


EOV -8 
71 i*V 
<ZJ 


_ ysat ' i® 1 !- reaV 

: .»!g( 5 23S&d 
• - §3i S5 Sv SSA 

4323 ' ®- 

21 SUB 48»! 


Printing & Paper 

7B7 SC APGTOV 7S? tS 
050 46 MwFYnre 866 


SB 1*9 Aip Worn Xp TOV *1 

296 87V AeenConm 06 ■ 40 

750 se a feyrra bst.V »3V 31 

450V 330 taw 449’, -Y 41 

229V OS BMpann 200V -1 15 

27'. art BoMtohc tS> ”* 

JO 1*V tottoiei 
TO m QttjiOp 
945V 61 Bred 
3BBV 719 CkrtoJ 
IB 53V DeURa 
05 73 De^nGnXfl 

a*', IB DctrtlPV 
7Bt 60 Fonoai 
235 TZ/V Fli. 

30 TOV JM0M 


C9. £7 

*4ry 40 V 

25* v Ml EkXVShp 
Jrey 560 Bra, 

«v are. OWN 

a 239 TO' 2B llV Bvn&fa* 
09 05 470 TOV TO am 

TOO; 68B 43) Coprtnsi 


-IV 49 *2 2040 53 V 


TO TOI 3D0 1 . 200 QrisMpi 
ED 649 1 SB. 299V Coufa 


»V *6 

ca v -v a* 

237 —SV 82 H* 
S7V - t* 00 
SB7V 3 SI >: 

3« MB ; 


684 ' 32V 11 V DvaaE 

M38 BBrV 403V Choa 
2573 1 BV 3V BaGp 


B 349 

... . sc zsa mu 
380 , art 33 720 
TSSr -lV 07 447 BSI 
2M - 92 2B7 S7» 

TO. - 56 TO DB* 

MVlV - 293 KB 
TOV - 22 330 DOB 

99 1 • M 07 Tin 

40, z oa 2m *48 

60 V • 25 19 

875 - 35 60 TO 

mV * 2D 237 WO 

C\*V - - BK 

CB'i *1 V 22 7U SOSi 
ec v o 3* w are* 

jay rS TB 240 2XB 

5*7’i • 37 200 

S. ■ 28 175 4B78 

298'. -1». 33 
5EV t- 07 235 2258 

21 (I - 2911 

SM V 22 63 2355 

4. . 31 - 301 


2fiV 


LocSBorar 450V ■ 

MV1***101 


mV*iv 3i or 
23B. -IV 37 BS 
42 17 


62V * 28 62 

& - BO 72 

439V -4 
db; 


331 


> -. 51 
y *V 53 


& ivUSff 

m « SSBtoto g 

M2 44V VMW m 
138. TBV Viren 


41 89 £2- J**. 20 V BiMilXdS S95. -V _ .. 

■ ‘ ssev 4sv atwPi ssgv - 22 aw 

■ 2®? SOV TtowlUn 16, - » M TO , 81 EV 

— : 2ZS » wm 87V-1V 91 09 *46 1 MU 86 

S2 ** J3V TO 3S -. 38 62 <4® G37V TO, 

3 B2 m’ 481 373 <3* *1V 28 *8 4*C| _TO 30 V 

g “SI Property 

T* 3ffi ,!») BT 57 AtoSL* ® - M TO 658 

. <M « 1* AMfaRcp 


aw 


77V 

D2V AIM 6a 
BV 

rev Brepoita 

65V (toim 


mV 

OfafaMpto CBV ■»£ 
20 QufaMto 348 
M DwsmM 00; -V 
no DoomOu m 
SB's CHfaHort 2BV ■ 
2 CYllTiTuaGp 48 
M RGbud mV . 
57 Hanoi 65 

JSV 6«<S# -V 

in ream*! o* 1.1 

BV UrtarcGc B* - 

M rt Mn 7. a 

373 3CBV HcfcngP 367V 


80 M *8 MJ 

TO V * 51 TO *38 

TO ■ S3 385 1733 

WV -1 00 OT 

I t 42 TO *60 


407-. 

A); 

re 


OV 


72 68 2882 
04 B7 2178 
27 M4 5305 
54 69 2S2) 
27 M2 2M9 
70 13 2353 
<2 TT7 23K 

27 - an 

72 TO 3832 

tb ■ sm 

TO 3801 


33 


77 


. 6V 

BZ Z7V JnjMWrt 47V 2 

475 SB Jraxtod 3E .■ 

MO TO toitantoifi TC t3 

325 TO LancKHW TO 
2ie DO UwfcGB 
M J*V LMfaVHn 
M. MV Ua 
31*. 17 ln<0 

83 4< 

27 9‘. 


24 *4 208* 


MV -1 


. . JOffl 

45 « X57 
fa 304 
97 65 365 
54 02 JW 


:S 


05 


SV 


207 V 64 


FtoanaGp 
m. BS totondOc 
WV 9 
00 r O 

« 34V 

03 ]B BienMXXJCfa 43; 
TH’r 83 a*ti 
W S3 SUM 
a 32 ■ 


2» 


V Befell 
_V UtStoto 
Br UvArtl 

S': W LiIanAJ * 

C8 Tbnoyai 

Tobaccos 


58 09 3296 
33. - 42 3304 

W i .O’; 41 8* 3B(W 
1BV <2V <0 *7 MT 
91 V *7 48 S7 36B8 

*7 ■ OS B8 37BB 

- 38SD 

_ 81 4W2 

DOV . J7 MO 4011 

20; . TO B7 4030 

D't - B2 81 41* 

*> - as 4322 

«V f 77 JOS 4368 

61 » 53 TO 4543 

OB 2V 56 Hfl 4560 


Transport 

319 V 200 AflPtns 


SB* <IV 35 *2 675 

335 —0 32 6* M23 

526 V 2 a TO 1721 

057 »2V 27 CJ TOI 


64V 


a Land 


Life Assurance 


347 


IhenyM __ 
UnhftUre J-oV 


m 


&«'; an 


15 za - . 983 V CD 9 

24 *8 •! 588 . SB 

Mien 300 V ar 
a 60 178 26 64 ftafcn 

ns Be 47 B 4 to, re - ana 

08 6 * * 570 ' S 8 ; M 9 CaiJUV^I 

4 tny 26 OoSnoCa S3 llV 27 322 

a»V ms to* 2»V . 17 <83 aon 

8GB on OmbiW TO • 29 XI ZSC JO’, HBVEhU) 

_. 23 4ffl 664 “v MV Oy» «V - . H3 3U8 (Sv mV 55a. 

♦BV 3* fa* 3*49 * pv Stnm 87. - 12 M.2M ™ s SfadlAa 

5 ® 20 Camifci** agy * in ra . art m «y»apGre 

Dwpn MOV *2V 31 62 ' 


“ w ^:W0. 1TO 



548 -V 20 m 
299 V - 3* 232 

^vJ: s SvVn 

-M 23 2088. TO, TOV Hon 

«V TO TtartO 


19'. <1 


Support Sendees 


, 57 B7 3/33 ' bjV _ 

lAaamre SS>; -9 9S 3S7 3MB «v 06 thrato , - „ n ... , 

C2V OT DanralWl S3 : • M 3£3 ZM3 HO 883, ACT 

— 67 DMPII9B 254. - J7 SB MB H. fa fV AEA 

m 493 AfiHBMare AS <SV « 377 B« . 


7'j 


Government Securities 


10999? 
TO tror 


Meek 


Mm tne yh com 


buleK-Snked 


7 H\ TO % D 4 «H 

WVIW'* IrPTOOl 


TM% ■% 
«SV K-% 

TO% -V 


194 1753 
330 136 
337 tSW 


j®*, .% S3B tSM 

m*. a w n 


06*. «% TV2WW 
«a% 100% 


«%«% IrSfePfcH 
eo-r 138% t!WB 


61% 145% T: 2T9* * 
04% OBV YrS 1*80 
130% «% ft 294.31 
on io*%TMi»ao 


na"*- 1 !* 

K7% ■% 
TO% 
BOV -% 
B<% -V 

a“i-v 


34? mo 
sn oe 
a* «o 

356 021 
aai 022 
380 023 
590 63* 


54% «V Ccna4H S'* 
47% 41% WUS« *% -% 


Price cm YM Cad* 


64’% SB% ConrSi* B2%-% 

99% 34% »% • 

34% 29*1 Cena?M 33% • 

33% 28 '■ HIBB 32% ■ 


■B43 

034 


Shorts 

t7l%'00% Tiare 0*7*8700% - 
07% 60 EXVBBB7 OOV - 
67*% 61% tr B»*97 61% - 

iu?.ie l V£ieiiV os', -v 

ttfl%00% Tr 71*86 60% % 

TMV 60% Ej9 1* 08 62*%-% 
B2% 1B*»TV *1*98 1U% •'» 

mV 68 Ei mn «i -% 
TOV TO 178*99 BB*%-% 

1DB% BT^TtBYhM «*<%-% 
16% 16% E*O<*B0 MOV % 


BOS 4491 

- tSG3 
BOB 1341 
BS MS 
830 HUB 
621 073 
BB 608 
&S7 0 

m seas 

65B 047 
897 084 



39 9B> CotM WV .. 

& 5% : 

s?v g SR -1 

mm ns^ t« 

OO Euarenw 


777.V J j a- _■ 36 Harem CIr 

480 330V HMfiwra 

51, 25V htoieanfal 

<41, 3K Hofcrtto 

3 23V Hams 

xm mb Junto 

m, 1 M . ; 799, STO LBTfScca 

M42WV 40 202 3S3l jg v 


773V .1: 


1S9WBT 
Mp> to 


Prim Gee 


■fad kite: X38WT 
YM Coda rttb Loir 


1C% 67 Hi 6 Hi 99 0?% -% 
naSerV Gn»s«*TOS8% •% 


Medkims 


1M% tt7% Tr UN DO «?% -% 
8)B%03%Coiw9%00 BS*« ■% 
nfl%08V 7rt4%M 68%.% 
WV BSV Tr7%0i 
IM 60%Trmm 
G2V SB i 1794*02 
TT7% IBS 1: DM 08 
61 V im% Tin y^Oi-04 tS'W-% 
98% 7B 3 - H3V4L9M4B5V *% 
114% ’07'% CrwB Y% M TO%.% 
02% 69% ClW 8 0*05 10% -% 
T31 V T23% Tr B»OM5C7j •■% 
64% 97V If 8*02-06 63 -% 


60 -% 
TO"« -% 
itl 5 , 

1M% •% 


991 098. 67V 08% 1773*09 62 % V 

B7G 0*3' 125% US'. Tf H «* COXTOl W 
60% 61 % Tr 8 1* 07 67%.% 

: IM^KO"! 170*08 
890 1299 : 69% 05% 178*00 
882 OU 

s*3 nos; Longs 
“2 91 V Bl’- Tr6-A.fi 

n5*n 10**1 OwB*t1 


tori MriM 2 S V S’* H °M Wjn 

“? S““ O e 08 IMl TTO 

TM m . for xo mittip 837 t7 

140 61 V KUfaiBsrQreDS. 4-V 


* letft 


sr 


mW 
»*% % 


reV tt 


»> * « w OT OT 

6*V 98 BBUktolta a%-’= ■ 08 S70 

SD 388 UK04 40 ;■ 115 3» 


™ 0^: B5*% 75 'f TVB’AOSC n’t •% 


no eso 

BOO Qfa. 
725 wa 


333 034; 


tfi% 104%Tr«fi tOV -*% 

07% 89V Tr8*T3 W4% -% 

64% »%T,7i*0-* YB% - 

« 7 %M'%Tr*M* 6*V -% 

14% 62V TrSWitT tfi% .% 

69% 9S *% Tirol 8* 802165% ■<% 




425 S5 PmUtoyW* 422: <5 ® <e» 

3*4 203 Eart 3irw MV *l'i 57 85 TOO 
to ***** 


B40 666 l y*r Sfa lV B IS 50 

640 co ifcHtreiMrtB sea a aa 4 j» 

19V SB toMOTto WV >0 Sri 03 5*32 


_ . SoutiSWta 

*» ScunWhs 
S6V 


35 M* 

V * SB n MS 

V 9 55 IB 5*82 

i. -OV 65 TO 5<E 
**! 52 TB 5<® 

', - ii fil S4C 

V • 46 09 370 

tAnmUJC': . 50 SC 


Rights Issues 




Os 


Recent Issues 


25BT 

Mnlvto 


Ob 


HI- 

TS 


CandrttaB Miffed 
Cfawea 




TREuoOMnWm 


& 

St 

4IY 




w 


l 


I 








_ t 


'4 



24 


FT?TnAY u m A RfiH 1997 • TOT TWPEPEKDENT ■; 


business 


Rail operators embark 
on a hazardous journey 


I t was a journey into the un- 
known. British Rail loss- 
making. unloved and 
underfunded, was never going 
to have an easy ride to the mar- 
ket. Despite ' gloomy predic- 
tions. the Government has 
parcelled off £2.7bn worth of 
passenger services to private 
firms in just over 12 months. 
Buoyed by a growing economy, 
most firms have seen a 5 per cent 
rise in passenger numbers. 

Many doubt this increase is 
sustainable. Critics point out 
that in the mid-Eighties, more 
than 370,000 people used main- 
line BR services to commute to 
London. By the early 1990s, that 
had dropped by 25 per cent to 
270.000. 

Those figures have not de- 
terred the private sector. Private 
firms are brimming with new 
ideas to attract travellers and are 
convinced that by increasing 
passenger numbers and cut- 
ting staff .they can make money. 
Earfv signs are promising. Mid- 
Ian cf Main Line, which runs ser- 
vices from London to Leeds and 
is owned by National Express, 
introduced a family fare of £19 
and saw passenger revenue rise 
by nearly 9 per cent. 

Companies have ambitious 
plans to invest in rolling stock. 
Chiltem, the company which 
runs trains from London to 
Birmingham, has ordered four 
trains and London Tilbury 
Southend, a commuter service 
known as the misery line to pas- 
sengers, has placed a £200m or- 
der for 44 trains to come into 
service by next year. 

New carriages are key to in- 
creasing cash. Owners have re- 
alised these will increase 
capacity by 10 per cent and re- 
duce running costs by 15 per 
cent. Thames Trains, under 
British Rail, managed a 30 per 
cent increase in ticket sales in 
three years after it introduced 
its diesel units. 

Not all the innovations are 
welcomed. Lord Palumbo, for- 
mer chairman of the Arts Coun- 
cil, asked peers last week: “Why 
should the Liveries of priva- 
tised rail companies be such as 
a rash of kitsch?" 

Certainly Midland Main 


A rash of takeovers is expected 
next year, writes Randeep Ramesh 


Line's “tea and tangerine” 
colours have not dissuaded pas- 
sengers. But travellers are prob- 
ably more impressed with the 
£13m refurbishment programme 
of its 125 high-speed trains. 

The trickle of marketing 
wheezes designed to woo back 
passengers win turn into a flood 
Virgin, which plans to order 
more than £lbn worth of tilting 
trains, has the most grandiose 
plans. But h also has the most 
ambitious growth targets. 
Richard Branson's West Coast 
service aims to quadruple rev- 
enue to £lbn in 15 years. 

Competition for each train 
company was fierce. Under the 
Government's franchising sys- 


tem, companies bid to run 
routes. The licence is awarded 
to the company that asks for the 

lowest subsidy or offers the 
biggest payments over the 
length of the franchise while 
meeting minimum standards. 

The task ahead for private op- 
erators is daunting. In order to 
fill the gap between dwindling 

and the fine nf running 

a franchise operators must in- 
crease passenger numbers and 
Cut costs. An analysis by The In- 
dependent shows the challenge 
ahead for private companies. 

The study uses industry fig- 
ures for feed costs such as 
charges by RaHtrack, the owner 
of track, signalling and sta- 


The rail operators' dash for cash 
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lions, and fees charged by 
Roscos (rolling slock compa- 
nies) for leasing carriages. It also 
includes controllable costs such 
as maintenance charges and 
wagebills. By combining these, 
it is possible to estimate the rate 
at which each train company 
must grow its passenger revenue 
to make a profit. 

The model predicts that 
seven of the 25 franchises will 
need more subsidy in the next 
few years. This is unlikely un- 
der any government committed 
to pruning expenditure. ‘There 
were some racy bids for some 
of the companies. I think many 
peopte are quite worried by how 
much they need to grow” said 
one analyst. 

According to SBC Warburg, 
Great Western has to raise rev- 
enues by only 0 l 2 per cent a year 
to make money. Great Eastern, 
which runs commuter services 
to London from Essex, a com- 
fortable 3 per cent and Regional 
Railways a stiffer 4 per cent. 

South West Trains, owned by 
bus giant Stagecoach, will see an 
operating profit of more than 
£100m at the end of 2002 if pas- 
senger revenue grows at 4 per 
cent a year. 

Some firms will find it bard 
to cut staff at the rates predicted 
by the model. When South 
West T rains cut 10 per cent of 
its driving staff, the company 
was forced to wipe 39 services 
from its daily timetable. 

Leaked documents from 
three franchises in the north of 
England show owners are 
preparing to shed 25 per cent 
of the workforce - more than 
2^00 staff. 

The Big Six - National Ex- 
press, Counex, Virgin, Prism, 
Great Western and Stagecoach 
- all have profit centres whose 
cash flow wiD guarantee money 
for other parts of their rafl 
empires. 

Privately, civil servants and in- 
dustry executives say they expect 
a rash of takeovers next year, 
when struggling franchises will 
be added to the rail divisions of 
larger, more successful busi- 
nesses. This, of course, is what 
happened the last time the rail- 
ways were in private hands. 
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Neville Bain, the departing 
Coats ViyeUa chief executive,, 
is looking forward to a busy 
time in his new incarnation. 
Hie hopes to combine a 
series of non-executive roles 
(he is open to offers) with his 
burgeoning career as an 
author. 

Mr Bam has reached the 
last five for the Management 
Consultancy Association's 
book of the year for the 
second year running. The ' 
winner of the £5,000 prize 
will be announced next week. 
Mr Bain's first tome went 
under the boddice-ripping 
title of Successful 
Management . 

This year's steamy tale is 
entitled Winning Ways 
Through Cor porate 

Governance, written with 

Professor David Band. Also 
up for the prize is The Fish 
Rots From the Head: die 
Crisis in Oar Boardrooms by 
Bob Garratt, who could 
certainly give Mr Bain a few 
tips on dues. 

As a demonstration of his 
confidence in picking np the 
prize, the Coats Viyella man 
is planning to be in Mexico 
next week. 

Still on Coats Viyella, profits 
took a hit in Brazil for a. 
bizarre reason last year - 
poor sales of kite string. 
Finance director Kirk 
Stephenson says that low 
cloud and damp conditions 
affected demand. Flying 
kites is apparently a popular 
pastime m Brazil ana 
competitions are keenly ' 
contested. The latest thing is 
weaving glass into the string 
so that. contestants can saw 
through the threads of rivals. 

Richard Koch, the company 
doctor who helped rescue 
Filofax after its post-Eigbties 
meltdown, is hoping for 
great things from his new 
book He is one of three 
authors responsible for a 
potential business best-seller 
entitled. Breakup ! When 
Large Companies are Worth 
More Dead than Alive. It 
concentrates on a topical 
subject - whether or not 
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Shortfisbed: Nevffle Bain's latest could be a prizewinner 


large companies would be 
better off splitting 
themselves up into smaller 
units A la Hanson, British 
Gas, Thoru-EMI and 
Courtaulds. 

Authors Andrew 
Campbell, David Sadder of 
the Ashridge Strategic 
Management Centre and Mr 
Koch argue thar almost all 
multi-businesses destroy 
value and that synergy is a 
myth. They say demerger is 
not a fad but an unstoppable 
trend that could release 
Sl,000bn in additional value. 


Interestingly the . 
publishers have sent a copy 
to Sir Gerald Elfiott, the 
former Christian Sah/eseu 
chairman who is opposed to 
the planned break-up of the 
distribution and power hire 
company. 

Christopher Hasktas, the 
chair man of Northern Foods, 
was in feisty mood at a 
conference on “Democracy 
and the Economy" yesterday. 
Speaking at London 
Business School his targets 
included two-tier boards 


("not an appropriate 
alternative for this country”) 
and deregulation C^JSS* 116 
to a ^ory head in the BSb 

*^He also had it in for the 
Government on its treatment 
of abattoirs in the BSE issue. 
“The Government is quite 
happy to have named league 
tables in schools. It is also 
prepared to have league 
tables of abattoirs but is not 
prepared to name them 
because of commercial 
confidentiality. There is 
another scandal here which I 
hope will come out before 
very long." 

The C3tv is preparing for fun 
and frolics for Red Nose Day 
today. The Bank of England 
is staging an hour -and- a- half 
“aerobalbon" for charity as 
well as a dress-down day. 
Sadly, Governor Eddie 
George will not be taking 
part in either, as be has 
' conveniently arranged for a 
day off. 

There have been reports 
that the Bank was due to 
stage a knobbly knees 
competition. A fine idea but 
the big-wigs of Threadneedle 
Street domed any knowledge 
of it. 

Elsewhere, the Stock 
Exchange, Price Waterhouse 
and Cty lawyers linkiaiers 
& Paines are taking apart in 
the City Red Nose Run. 

Some 2,000 participants from 
124 companies win join TV 
personality Dani Be hr in the 
race from St Paul's Walk 
□ear Southwark Bridge to 
the London Television 
Centre on the South Bank. 

AH contestants will be 
wearing red noses and 
carrying lollipops. 

Price Waterhouse has been 
receiving some criticism for 
only agreeing to a “ limit ed 
dress-down" day. 

This means no shorts or 
loud^hirts but respectable 
chinas and polo shirts 
instead. “Some of our people 
might just have to meet 
clients, you know,” retorted 
a spokesman. 

Nigel Cope 
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Tourist Rates 
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“ In fo rma tion professionals rank 
Financial Times info rma tion as the most 
imp ort ant UK business informa tion provider” 


Annual Business brfmmtfca Sure? 1996 , 

H^adbmrt Drai n, ag Infani M iwi 


Fmanrial Times Information provides online information 
from over 5,000 business sources co mp risng 43 rnfflicgi 
documents, as well as a database nr 3.5 milli on securities 
and iundamaital data on quoted companies. 

For more informatics contact Andrew Hunt an +44 171 825 800, 
ot cnn2; infcxaftcom Far Creesanq^s at our services, visit oar^ vehsile; 
httpatVwwjnfai&jcan^ 
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FINANCIAL TIMES 
information 


FINSTAT - instant PC access to Financial Times Statistical data. 
For further information, call Leeanne Giiiiar at FT Information 
on +44 171-825-8430 or email: leeanne.gilliar@ft.com 
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Court verdict for 
Blarney Army 


^eAus^Dertyisnotgen. 

erally regarded as one of the 
more important Cheltenham 
tnaJs - indeed, very few of the 
punters arriving here yesterday 
vnexe aware even of its existence 
r but that may change follow- 
m S Commanche Court’s victo- 
ry m the Triumph Hurdle here 
yesterday. 

Less than a year ago. Com- 
manche Court was winning the 
most important Classic in Aus- 
tria for the french yard of the 
trainer Nicolas Clement, and in 

5^X2??* 1116 eye of 

led wmsh, a man whose busi- 
ness cards probably list his oc- 
cupation as “trainer and talker". 

Yesterday, Walsh’s judge- 
ment was richly vindicated, as 
Commancbe Court's gritty run 
up the hill saw off the challenge 
of Circus Star and Shooting 
Light in one of the week’s most 
competitive races. 

“rve often wondered what it 
feels like to be standing here." 
Walsh said as be greeted his first 
Festival winner as a t rainer 
“Now 1 know how the top train- 
ers feeL It was marvellous. I 
have a great following and the 
Irish people know I love every 
aspect of this. I've often cried 
when some of my pals have had 
winners, and I'm just glad it’s me 
this year." 

Commanche Court needed 
almost all of yesterday’s two 
miles and a furlong trip simply 
to get going, so it was no sur- 
prise to bear Norman 
Williamson, his rider, nomi- 
nate the 1997 Stayers’ Hurdle, 
not the Champion, as a possi- 
ble target next year. 

Willi ams said: “I wasn’t hap- 
py at all until we passed the wa- 
ter jump. He could be anything, 
but it might be that in 32 
months' time hell need a bitfur- 


Greg Wood on. a Triumph success for a 
trainer best known for his eloquence 


iher. He’s as gutsy as they 
come." 

By oo-inddence, last year’s 
Triumph winner, Paddy’s Re- 
turn, led the field into the home 
straight in the Stayers' Hurdle 
which followed, but dose on his 
heels were Kars hi and a stat- 
uesque Jamie Osbome. For 

Lord Vestey, the chairman of 
Cheltenham racecourse, a life- 
long wait for a Festival winner 
was about to come to an end. 

festival top riders 

*x*wr Wtanere 

A P McCoy 3 

R Dfiwoodv 3 

Bfr R Thornton 2 

J Oabontc 2 

P Bridgwater 1 

C F Swan 

“ R Brant 


Janata Evans 


Mr M Hants 


TJMunihv 


N WBBamson 


BfcTJlMMB 


QBrafav 


B Storey 1 . 

Attendances 

YestmSay. 99/488 RS84 up an *96} 
Throe-daytotafc 143JW 

Karshi is trained by Henrietta 
Knight the owner’s sister-in- 
law, who was also saddling her 
first winner at the meeting. 
"Jamie said he was going to try 
and make a run then give him 
a breather,” she said. “It looked 
quite a long breather to me but 
he was cruising at the second- 
last and Terry [Biddlecombc, 
her husband] said he’d won be- 
fore the last" Such confidence 
can often prove misplaced at the 


Festival, but such was the ease 
of hs win that Karshi. a seven- 
year-old, seems sure to be a ma- 
jor force in staying events for 
several seasons to come. 

Unde Ernie, by contrast, is 
rapidly approaching retirement 
but enough vigour remained in 
his 12-year-old legs to record a 
Festival victory which, since he 
had reached the frame on four 
separate occasions, was richly 
deserved. His association with 
the meeting stretches back io 
1 99 L, when he was rmmer-up to 
Remittance Man in the Arkle 
Trophy, and also includes a 
fourth place behind Viking 
Flagship in the Champion 
Chase, which must make the 
25-1 available abouL him for the 
Grand Annual Handicap Chase 
yesterday the hindsight bet of 

' Jimmy Fitzgerald, his train- 
er, said: “He will definitely re- 
tire this season, but he'll go to 
Ain tree first. He's been at it 
since he was a two-year-old. and 
be even won as a juvenile, but 
we want him home safe with no 
misfortunes." 

Liverpool should also be the 
destination for Fantus, winner 
of the Rtfhunters’ Chase for the 
second time in three years. “1 
really ihinkyou've got to Dancy 
him in the Grand National off 
10 stone,” Tim Mitchell, his rid- 
er, said. “He loves the soft and 
ft s something else that he’s won 
on this ground, he travelled so 
wefi." 

Bookmakers were not quite 
so enthusiastic, however, and 
while the Tote trimmed his ear- 
lier odds of 50-1 for the Na- 
tional, 33-1 is still available. 




Whipping-up support: Tony McCoy responds to a thunderous welcome after his Gold Cup victory on Mr Mulligan Photograph: David Ashdown 


Mulligan and McCoy belie odds 


Messrs 

When they went down to the 
start in the Tote Cheltenham 
Gold Cup most Irish eyes were 
on Danoli, and the confide nr 
prediction was that quite a 
shindig would break out in the 
unsaddling enclosure if he cap- 
tured the great prize. “You 
won’t be able to move down 
there for madmen." somebody 
said. A cheer went up as Dano- 
ii passed by and there was a ap- 
plause loo for another fancied 
Irish challenger. Doran's Pride 
who had already survived a 
threat of withdrawal caused by 
the unusually fast going. 

Not much attention was paid 
however to the lightly-raced 
Mr Mulligan, despite the pres- 
ence on his back of Tony Mc- 
Coy, who rates so highly among 
contemporary figures in the 
jump racing business. 


As there was nothing but day- 
light in McCoy's sights from 
stan to finish when he won the 
Champion Hurdle on Make A 
Stand, perhaps Mr Mulligan 
should have come under clos- 
er sera liny when contesting the 
lead with Dublin Flyer after 
some six or seven fences had 
been negotiated. 

Doubtless, a tall at the Iasi in 
the King George VI Chase on 
Boxing Day that has left him 
marked for life figured among 
the estimates in running, but the 
sight of Mr Mulligan jumping 
brilliantly and his keenness be- 
tween fences began to make 
room for general changes in 
opinion. 

Comparative novices in the 
field were making very little 
headway and the further the 
race went the more likely it 


Ken Jones on the 

day when the 
Danoli fan club 
was silenced 

seemed that McCoy would 
score a rare double. 

McCoy had two fistfuls of 
running horse and the majori- 
ty in the stands watched with 
growing admiration. Some pret- 
ty hefty bets were going down 
- but w hat could be done about 
such an impressive combina- 
tion? 

Young jump jockeys are ad- 
vised noL to let horses loaf into 
fences unless they enjoy getting 
hun. but to send them in as hard 
as they will go. 

A naturally gifted performer 
in the saddle. McCoy has long 


since refined his technique, and 
in any case Mr Mulligan was. no 
obviously enjoying his work 
that McCoy didn't have to think 
about issuing serious reminders. 

How quickly things can 
change in racing. Alter taking 
Mr Mulligan out on a gallop re- 
cently. McCoy had tiled an ad- 
verse report on the chestnut 
gelding. The response of Mr 
Mulligan's trainer. Nod 
Chance, had been that not 
much notice should be paid to 
Lhe horse's efforts in prepara- 
tion. 

"Noel told me not to worry." 
McCoy said happily. "And sure 
enough when 1 galloped the 
horse last Wednesday he real- 
ly flew." 

Mind you. there was also 
the memory of a bad experience 
al Cheltenham in the Festival 


meeting last year when Mr 
Mulligan hit the first fence so 
hard in the Sun .Alliance Chase 
that he had to make up at leasi 
15 lengths just u» get hack into 
the race. 

On a day uf bright sunshine 
and heaving, excited crowds 
Mr Mulligan ran as though a 
glance at the odds of 20-1 had 
left him in despair of rational 
assessment. 

In truth Mr Mulligan was 
never really threatened. Dublin 
Flyer pulled up and second- 
placed Barton Bank was all nf 
nine lengths adrift of the win- 
ner. 

instead of the thunderous re- 
ception Danoli would have re- 
ceived there was a sense of 
anti-climax. Strange dial. Bui 
then, racing was never meant to 
please everyone. 


2JO Word sml th 
240 Arise 
3JO Pats Mmstrei 
2L4Q KW1WI (nap) 


HYPERION 

4X0 Charter Lane 
440. Formidable Partner 
&10 JUr Commodore 


PHI 




5300 HAPPY BRAVE (32H)itesMC Fraser) PCtrdei 5114- 
I36M4 PYTflHC MNCE [781 (T W Rug) 14 ttqnre 7 11 1 


3 

4 

5 

6 

7 U6034 ARCH ANGEL (20) IP H WtdftwP G Charte-finee 4 10 B, 

8 06WP SUE OttUIN (18) Ptaf Oaffid R Co®. 6 10 8 

9 002000 RSfTERJ JI5)(WMMriJ3lr AHSMBE 106 

10 A’-24400 ANTIGUAN amt ( 8 Q [B) (6 Probromou) G ProCfomnu 8 3D 
U OCU-623 OOSUCSWRpnfOBQtart^PWtoonTl 7104 


mm 


GOING: Good (watering). 

■ Left-hand coorw. Biro-tn of SOOyrl 

■ Course * S of town off B1 148. ADMISSION: Members £10; Grandstand A Paddock 
S5 (accompanied nndo-l 6 u free hB axJusuiee) CAS PARK: Member* SB ; rest fine. 


I WILLIAM BULWER-LONG MEMORIAL NOVICE HUNTER 
! CHASE (CLASS H) £3,500 added 2m 5f 110yds £2382 

WJS-2 MBE(28)<jJBadErtAUaKyBU9 ! Mr N R Mbfeel (7) 

50252-3 BfKIflD BEANE (15) OT 63r Mdsd Cornel) C Hem 8 11 3 Mr P Scott (7) 


2 KUCQ 8 - FOMHW (345) UM Tins) J Tuner 7119- 


oraw-p flALZK [SJ (Ms D E H Tune) Us D Tuna 1 9 11 9 

0TO41-O GOfE (TO UMCH (190) Uchn Mtyei Join 6 11 9 _ 

/972*« GYPSY KMC (23) (Kta MgS VAlfjBDnl G Caper 9 11 9 

04R57- OLD EKJHUUK (1781) (R Ofefi Srmtl) Net Kklg 13 U 9 

33308- RNWAN (291) Mss Me tayto) A Tiettal 9 11 9 

PP4J TBIAP0BKY(4)fTHnffiTlfinil8119. 


Htf GOD <F Man) Mb Louse Mm 10119. 


_Mr A Soneoma 15) 
_MrWT«*«ngM{7) 
— Mr II GUflel (7) 

Mr A Coo (7) 

MrMKMg(7) B 

.._Jtt- R Uarther (7) 
JlrAMhMMoam 
Jyfaa LAKan (7) 


LEADING TRAINERS WITH BCfCVEKS: O Bramu - 13 tannera from 35 runners 
m a ratio of 37 J.H gtvtng a return to ail level make d +532.48; D Gendottb - B wtn- 
runners. BO. 7%, + ill .10; Mr* D H*lne-f> winners, nmners, 22.799, +57.66.- 
LEADING JOCKEYS: Herrin Brennan - 12' tanners, 46 rides, 20. Hb.+S 18.711; E Dtre- 
woody- 5 winners, iaridc*,3T.3%.-£DJ7; J AMcOrtJuy — 5 winners, 14 rides, 28.6%, 
+SN.M; Mr M Annytsgt-- 3 winners, 7 rides, 42.9%, +4:125. 

BLINKERED FIRST TM E: And — m Flyer (vtoorafj (2.10). Lodcatnwe Lad (3J0) 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE KUNNEStSc Tenapatky (2.40 ) A Baremdcm Bock (6.10) sen. 27] 
mites by T Hind from Lyraoa, Devon. 


WYMONDHAM SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS G) 
£4,000 added 2m Penalty Vote £2,785 - - 

P-203S2 CADDTS HRST (95) (7ftBCa3d/sFburP5tr?»3ftiq) S Mefcr51110 £MsWst*{ 6 ) 

000023 KAflD8EUA03)(a»(RaMt)JPiW*9116 lOT teMa ra my (7) 

P6-0450 HDBOSNIIH (J38) P 0 ) (A K QMnA J L Hans 7115 R Honey (3) 

21-4600 EB«tALSWHIQ' fll)(D)(PRrts ®»1 PlteO 0 !r 6115 UObk>l(7) 


HU 

-A Dobbin 


421-Plfi ARTE WNGS (13) (CO) Hadr Berendv) 0 Brennan 9 11 9.. 
553635 PATS MMSRH. (84) (Ki hut) ROonpon 12 11 4 . 


-A Dobbin 


E3)V 

JfcRHmnton£$)B 
DtatayV 


12 040021 HUnfSGA«U(aB(CD)fl*sABi«rueBM5L*«f9102. 

-12 dadored- 

BETTMB: M Hagobeta, 5-1 BMMs Amnlrit, 13r2 WonkmUb. G1 Comic Star, 13-2 PynMc Bum, 
7-1 Aitb Angel, 8-1 Caddy* First. 10-1 Btae Domain. 12-1 C— »r al mrtny, M-l Happy Bare, 20-1 
Aaqpan Byw. 28-1 BaCjr-J 

UM Ek**r> a Fuse 5 10 4 C Msuae 5-1 Uo»w R Uosow 15 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

RUTHS GAMBLE, second to Tan 0 > Mon x Ludlow last month, twm one better here fine 
days (aw wWi a three- lw«fv success hom Nagobefla. NegoMBa seem ran weft tobeirird 
or 16 io Gatway Boss at Warwick fast tsrw and has a M> pul with RuttTs isambte, but the 
selection can again come oux m topJtourth in RUtfta Gambltfs race mas tarourite Souasa, 
who came oui lo win at Doncaster fufjs days taar. »sth Arch Anfe beaten about seven and 
a had lengths m tourth. A formbW througn Sousse suggests Areh AnflN te heW Dy RuBTa 
Gamble and Nagnbeto. but ttw wOmer is not nSiabie ad Doncww 
iwU, wen Rhstbank (toss and Hawanetahavmg won sineo. SetocUore RUTTTS GAMBLE 


PP5132 VMPPERS DBJBHT (28) (D) (S PTnkl) Gdartes-Jones 9 10 10 Jtftpnn(7) 

5 31-P40P I0DESTONE LAD (17) RS) Ms D L Wtoted R Met T 10 0 DletayV 

-5dedared- 

MWrmnn netfc IOsl True hanebap loOeson tad 9s lCflv 

BEnWft wen Hwataa Youth, U-+McWta^, 4 VUt 4 v«s DcOght, 10 Pots HnsOcL U Lodr- 
stone Imf . 

1998c Boston HOW U 133 M Bremen 3-1 10 Brennan) E ran 
FORM GUIDE 

HAWAIIAN YOUTH is m great form and should (pin his Wrd win from five starts this sea- 
son. having bushed runner -up m the other two. After a couple of Windsor successes. Gra- 
ham McCourTs rune -year-old found an on-song Senor □ Bet/inU just too good at Wtncanior 
last week. He BOt bushed wel deer of the remainder and is 2S> well m compared to ha re- 
vtead taOttg. Artie Wln fla put behind her a poor Stratford reappearance to beat Whlppere 
DuUgtit sewn lengths over three rrties here last month. The mare hopped agwi at Don- 
caster ian wne. but she sras vahie for more than the official margn over wtvpcers DetpH 
rwho qgatn has Xavier Acepuru taking Off 71b). yet is only 51b worse in. Pats Mtotrel has 
not bent out snee flntehtng a wel-beann fifth at hat ham In December, whde Lodostone 
Lad Is difficult to fancy on recent ewdence. although a wsor lhe has wm bhnksn beforei 
may help- C o tocttom HAWAIIAN YOUTH 


M<MCHIWCE6AsHekriMcdBy>IAsHMoUey9114 Mr A Charts*- Jones (7) 

-tldedaied- 

BUnNO: 7-4 Arts*. 94 Brand Stowe. 5-1 Gypsy King. 9-1 What A Ckwce. 10-1 Foxbow. IB-1 BaUg, 
20-1 Gone Fbr Undh, 26-1 Rqme. Try Bod. B0-1 often 
1996: Pfofrono fi 11 2 Mr A Sansome 3-1 (P C GauMS 13 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Oto&E may be SettFTBd by his prcodmitYIh Cab On Tareet isecond at Cheitehham yesterday) 
ri s course and distance hunters' chase, but the fact remans that he was only run out at it 
ctaee home and finished wel deer of the third. He was beaten ten lengths In a confined at 
Barbury Castle subsequently but is well worth a chance m this grade on that eartler shav- 
ing. Broad Stroma. v*W of hw fxam-U>-pQu«s. tingled ttwd to Bsujfanrojp at Hummg- 
don me last month and rates a ixg danger on that evidence. Gypsy King will also go dose 
If In something a p proaching tne form lhar saw hnn run Sheer Jest to five lengms here last 
season. He wifi haw benefited from last monws FoKoesmne return. Footbow. tormerty wrth 
OSver Sherwood, needs to impnwe on what he has achieved m tin pome, so far, put What 
A Chance has some fee form in taffies' races and can go weiL S el e c tion: ARISE 


D0WNHAM MARKET HANDICAP MJRDLE (CLASS E) £5,500 
added 2m Penalty Value £3^97 

54142J BARFDRD SOVERSGN (20) (C) fBdrtcn! SoDas^J-.. J rarehtoe 5 L? O A Dabbei 

33 -P225 ISAIAH (25) [D 1 (BFj rMsi Car3« 5 ?jw Ms J Ceca 5 13 13_ T heet 

32i:D KWTAVI (4) (CD) OF) rS Tabecisn I Orineity 7 H- j>Uven 

021F[VP ERWY (USA) (265) (D) (Ur/ Anre Barw *' ! t>w S 10 12 £ Cattngtsm 13) 

lElOU* SAUMN (300) (CD) (Mrs R r^)' S Lbs V wac. I.Vs V Vibrd 11 10 12 — Mr R Thornton (5) 

V2 .V-i BUSH EMERALD (28) (CD) ikSs f £ Bravervi (j 10 10 3 XCauh 

120005 LUCY TUFTY |15) iGHIUt&iJPtartt 6 100 J (ystautfinessy 17) 

OP-«EO AJDAR (161 [CD) (Mrs 0 3>?nrar. If D _M Brannon 

15606 STONE ISLAND (28) (Join Vltljlt) .tarn lYtfctt J 10 0 Mbs C Tonmsley IT) 

-9 declared - 

wnvtMii mrvgnc lfio. Tni-nar.aeac .raigne- L uq forn 5w 1 2tL War 'SK ilffl. SnnstkM 9sr3it. 

BETTING: 5-2 KbftavL 4-1 Barfotd Sovereign. 5-l )sa«J> . 11-2 Lucy Tufty, 7-lAJd». 10-1 Irfch Em«- 

akL 14-1 Saknro. Edsy. 20-1 Stone Wand 

1996; (ter Du (torn - 100 G tenn?> 121 (S TVCangtoni 11 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

KINTAVt has not run a bad race this season and '.-.ill be dnficutt to beat. Hb rno-tengih sec- 
Chd to Shenflmulr at Leicester last month has worked out well and he easily beat AJdar by 
ten length* here subsequently, with Irish Emerald, returning from a tong absence, wen back 
in fourth. Even thou pi he »©s raised 9tb. hmtavi ran another good race io be mud to Deser 
Mountain at Sbattord or. Monday and may not need to improve on that io win tms. Barford 
Sovero^n a also ir. good form, having won trare i2m4f) m December by an easy nine lengths 
from Pedattnihemeval. She was beaten jura wer wren tenths in fourth to Sfvnmg Edge at 
Doncaster last time and the mam doubt s the top. wr*ch may wed prove loo shidip. Isaiah 
(lopoed a> Fonrweil las: brre. but mat was o-.er an ertra quarter of a role un soft pound and 
this frora runner can do better over tnra sharp two. Lack of a reenn tun is likely to be a prob- 
lem for Eriny and Salman, but Lucy Tufty was beaten under seven lengths m fifth ol IS to 
MeBrw Master at hunungoon last time and is Ccdamly nor out of n even inougn JDid out of 
the handicap. S el ectio n : KINTAVt 


aio 

JEWSON HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) £6,500 added 


| 2m 5f 110yds Penalty Value £4^35 

4JjO 

1 16-2112 

HAKABAN Y0UIH ( 8 ) (D) (BF) (G Raflcnfl G McClVI 9 11 10 .. _0Fratt(3l ' 


CASTLEACRE MAIDEN CHASE (CLASS D) £5400 added 
3m 110yds Penalty Value £3,437 


PP-OO: DESPERATE DATS (M) -Fnsl Hatr .1 F 6 U i. .WDm 

44tt>3P GLBiDtC (35) (T W fjngi C Marr 7 11 5 IMta 


4W002 J0UYB0*rilDiT4 JSsvaniF Jordan 10 115.. S Wynne 

S> MUSIC MASTER (IS) iM£ 7 uauESjCEfBrtan ; Ui A Dobbin B 

5 f SEABRUKT SAQA (7> i(V L G Parryl ll Chapman 7 11 5 .WWortHnghm 

7 4J6FP5 BROGEEN LADY IS iTrartijfl Sasrg' D lianttt' 7 U0. PliMn 

3 0000 -FT. Eli GEE (23) [Pal lOMWeyt Mr, P TtMiaa ?110 Fftn C Tmmslry (7) 

- 8 declared - 

BETTVUt 13-6 Hrasran Lady. 11-4 Joly Boat, 5- 1 Haste Master. 6-1 Desperate Days, 7-1 Charter 
Lane. 12-1 Glondloe. 331 others 
199& Ume uba 7 11 5 J 4 kfcCanry 2-1 (0 Vv?cvoodi 7 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

JOL1V BOAT may prove the safest option. Winner of eight pomt-to-pomis over the past three 
seasons, ha has managed some creditable run* under rules ires term, note*#,’ seconds to 
Inch Emperor at Lwflow in January and rus most recent U-tengih defeat tv Hi (Ji beam a: 
Doncaster Brogean Lady vrauld be me choice judged on the p<ck of her form, a seven- 
tengm fourth to Credo Is vjng at Tovcester on ner return and debut rarer regulanwi lences 
in December. Her form has gone the wrong way since Uwugn arid she wealened quicKf; 
onoe headed two out in Him Of Praise's lowces'*' race last lime. Music Matter nas snown 
enough in bumpers and over hurdles to enter caicuiatwns on mis chasing debut, but he did 
nor took keen in lira -time Winkers on hrs tar 051 run. SeJecboru JOLLY BOAT 


4.40 


HOLKHAM CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS' MAIDEN HURDLE 
(CLASS E) (DFV 1} £2^00 added 2m Penalty Value £3^838 

1 JFH> R 0 BD (liSAJ (15) (LXJ Bo«ad ^ Alter i C Brarte r. U N Briny 

’ MAJRA [U5A) .r.t» Jatroor .1 Mrs a £mrco> 5 11 6 DWalsh 

3 P--P 0 K KEA1Y (16) (Da.ti O'+Jlcrint U Owrcr 7 11 8 Fbrahy 

•> 60IM:' SHEnANSAR(lBlMG&.iUr«JiS • R iptfer 5 U 3 0Rao 

5 04W5 THESTUFTEDPUrTTNmODIM'C MarroUfr J Magee 

6 &"■ COVEN MOON (1311) iC 5 LVtnffcn- C WUng^xi 7 U3 ECato^iaii 

7 635 FDRMDARE PARINBI (l5t Mb R hey £ Ms V tfitva,- Mr V iVard -t 11 0 . JMeef Renal V 

S 5 TAARfSH (U) i5tan Mefot SMAr- U<i - ...._ Chns Webb 

-Sdeckmd- 

BETTING: 74 FonnfctfoJe Partner, 31 north. 4-1 The Stuffed Puffin. 11-2 Uajra. 14-1 Taansh. 26-1 
Coven Moon. 33-1 others 

1996: LuA\ lucfy 5 11 a S Fa 12-] .] P Jthkrrs' 10 nr. 

FORM GUIDE 

Florid, a smart rmddte-diraance performer lor Henry Cecil on me flat has had his problems 
smee bong put over hurcDes He reportedly fiurped nr. ms debut at •wodra-.m when a rreil 
beaten tourth to Creubie Symphony, ralused to race m the Kmgwtfi Hurdle at voncanton af- 
ter that ard set too strong a pace when ont.- eighth to Green Green Dcser at Ludlow Fifth 
at Ludlow, some 16 lengths ahead of Fiend, was 50-1 chance FORMIDABLE PARTNER. 
Thai was an unproved etion even thoup/i tv had iinibhed etnser up in his oremous runs at 
CaPend. and Mussetbur^i and the application oi a visor has wortied wed LVnh Flond best 
watched, he could be gsod enougn The Stuffed Ffoflln. linn to Taiathnth jr. y.-munibn tost 
ume. should be able pay a leading roie m ifus easier race. Taansh. titih to Lord Rooote ai 
Windsor, should be able to improve but a rugger threat may tur Majra. tun paw the rw m 
a mle maiden at Muasetbu-gh «* a juvenile m f*wnt>er 1K>J on h^ only =Lvr tor Alec 
Stewart and new/ yatn Atei Emtwrcu. Selection: FORMIDABLE PARTNER 


5.10 


HOLKHAM CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS' MAIDEN HURDLE 
(CLASS El (DiV 111 £2,500 added 2m Penalty Value £1,831 

1 R AC£HBU5DUastfl»l‘lec«?tfiH-jce/;.MOurowi6 31e Flnafty 

2 AH COMMODORE C.V H ttnsw.i D AittWIW f 118 D J KavanafSi 

3 0050 HOLKHAM BAY 115) 1 y.nnJWMn' L VVnuSnpsiri 5 11 c D Fom 

4 RESERVATION ROCK .G FW9h T Hnt ft 11 8 A Bales 

5 24fr5 WENTWORTH (USA) 121J t'-’v, ( Nei.y") C Ihomer S 11 i._ .OareTfiomer 

u P GEFCREUX 18) >J 9 U fr I W Co*' S tWy -1 11 0 JS Hearn 

7 MUHAMMM ilis Lfo-va name’ AMOttraA mi. _ _ — P Hairy 

3 CREDtlE RISQUE ■Oma xttr bVyns) J Glow : 10 9.._ R Massey 

- fl declared - 

BETTING: 6-4 Air Caanodare. 7-4 WerKwwth, 6-1 Muhandara. 10-1 Credfle Risque. Acertus OuE 
ds. 20-1 Reservation Rock. 25-1 Generam. 33-1 Holdiam Boy 
1996: See CM. 

FORM GUIDE 

AIR COMMODORE successful four times over j mile fpr F^iui Core. Showed ne returns rus 
awiiry for preseni corineci>ons after neporedty suHeimg on miury rr> fimshmi; thuu oi 10 :<■ 
.Artful Dane m a vatushle Newbury handicap in September. Stamna Mil net be a problem 
rarer a sharp two miles like tbs and he should make a winning debut over hurdles. Went- 
worth shewed plenty oi ability in Dumpers before (ns nurdhng debut 3i v^mpion last monih 
when Caaham Th:irr^>rs fi,«-year-od rmisrvvi a rnphiy crediteWe fifth to wade Po-fkI heaten 
aocur ten lengths. He should tenant* win races Ovti timber but may iust r.r.o A» Commodore 
tco speedy today. Muhandam was only a moderate maiden for Ben Hanbor.- on tne Flat bur 
Still appeals nioro irun fellow recruit CrerRte Risque, who has nni wen out Since Apni. 
Reservation Rock nas not ran for 32 momns and oi least Acertws Oilers is fit iron tne 
Jl-weaiher. Out r. wvt tre a surprise ii thev iiguie. Selection; AIR COMMODORE 


RACING RESULTS 


CHELTENHAM 

OftLOMUMICHECOUamiMtangoni 

2 . ChCUB Sbv 40-1: 3. StrootfoB U 01 t 
4L L’Opon U-Z 28 ran. 

l. lev (T wateh). Ibtcc £8.70; 0.9 0, 

3. £1.90, 0^0 DR 001.70. CSFt 
•£2- Tncatt £2.425^0. 1h« £577-01 
35c 1. KARSHI 0 OsbomB) 30-t 2. 
ra 25-1: 3. Paddy'S Rstan 20-1-17 
9-2 far Escart^ae 15th). 2V>. ?■#•» 

m. TotC £26 9^££,00.£o. rtl£A.4a 
219.60. CSF: £369.73, Tncr £1.000 KL 
IS 1 . MR MUliKAN (A P McCqyl 20-1: 
Tton Bonk 33-1; ^ 

m. 4-1 lav imperial Cafi Iptaed up'-9. 
Joel ^ Chance). Tote: 

3. £4.10. DP. £29650. CSF: 
ELS23.40. NFt AddstBfln Boy. 

55: 1. FANTUS fMrT Wtchefil 10-t 2- 
m Ttasot j-l taw. 3. What A Hand frl- 
«. lv!Tll. IR Bartjerl. Tote £2S-30; 

3, £2.20. £2.30. DP £5&lD. CSF: 

34. Tno: £90.40. , 

30: JL UNCLE ETWFErG 

coba 13-2- 3. P«itarapp rSJLlBrm. 
w CeratnJy Srranft 2. 1. 17 
£23.00: £i20. £2 10. £4^0 &W. 
£145.70. CSF: £127.80. Tncase 

U.U. Tno. £1.77530-^ 

0S: L SPARKY GAYLE IB Swyr 3-1 W 

rtu B«mte 33-2; 3. PjnjP 

4 , Bta^Queea 12-1 20 ran- 11^ 

Hart (6th) l. 3 <N "fgraSo 1 ^ 

30: £3.20. £2 20.£2.fiRS-W- 
a CSF: U 0 SS 7 . Trezsc £< 

. 10 . WJ: E(W*K5 Dd MorAn, 

So: £228j?3i20 earned tof- 
lo Folkestone toOff . 1 


3JX):1. RALLEOIO {G CahUl 10-11 fair; 

2- Hxampfor 6 -D 3-TapeHii 7-4.8 ran. 1%, 

3- (P Montfirthj. Tote: £1-50; £1.00, £1.80, 
£2.70. OF: £6.10. CSF: £751. 

3JS: 1. HUDSON BAY TRADER (B Grat- 
tan] 10-1; 2. Off Tbe Bn« 2-1 fW 3. Gold 
Pigeon 5-1. 8 tan. Vh. 3. (P Bearareviu. 
T«£k £11.00: £2.70, £3.40, £1.80. DP. 
£ 8 JO. CSF: £30.00. TncasE £106.78. 

4.05: 1. MAGPIE MELODY (R SifoCta) 
U-4; 2. Petabte Beach 8-1; 3. anaBwm 
Owe 9-4 faw. 12 ran. 2. ,3%. 0. [JMg. Tote: 
n an- £2.40. £2.30. £1.70. DF: £22.00. 
CSF: £2995. Tno: £27.70. 

4u40: X. CtAlANE LAKE (R Supple) 6-1; 
2. TMBa SpreMo 12-1; 3. SoooIl Mt»l. 
12 ran. 13-8 lav Pariah lunsesfflad rider). 8 , 
ii (Mbs M MHMan). Tote: £1130; £2.00, 
£2roTGL0aDK£2L90. CSFi Z71L88. Trt- 
CBSC £3^ 11. IS- Tna £116.00, 

5 j& 1 - CORBISJ (K Johnson) 32-1; 2 . 
Flee Ragi 6 - 1 : 3. TTie Other Iteo 10-1. 11 
net. 3 -ltav Mentfiaar (Bth>- 1 %, nk. S B«. 
Tote £2030: M.30. £2-G0^L70. Dft 
£SaS0. CSF: £88.43. Tneasc £710-82. TAk 
£ 1 - 13 - 90 ; £52-70 of ® Soutri»«a 2 J 20 today. 
Ptaespoc £40910. QuadpoC £166^0. 
Place fl: £2 62.19 Piece 5fc £259 

. RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Brogsen Lady 
(Rakenham 4Jfl) 

NB: BaiGeborough Boy 
(SouthweH 4^0) 


HEXHAM 


UNGFIELD 

Z3S 3. ROMM REL (tos J Moortf J3-2; 

Tote £950: £iS0. £ 3 . 10 . £3j 90. DF: 
ni s i CSR £3225. TncasC £516.75. TriK 
£24.90. NR: Tltawim HcnriiL 

2.45:1. WTM MOMEY (DGctfftnsj 7-4 

a Fatutana MUtaB-2; X Mate As- 

SdD 5-L T ran. % Xk. 

S^£a-ao. £3 - ro RT :£ 5 3C ! ?e r ^'^' 

•1 fa'Ouadta" Phfie iSW). 23- ^ 3^0: i. ERTLO N |W ^an) 5-2 to r 2, 

Tt *b £6-30'. *!■»■ g;2Sr Greatest 7-2; 3,Sp8neart 
^£121 ia CSF; £j!OJt . T g ^ 31 ^ y«. (CBriBW- 

9 Tno- £l20.5G. cl 50. £159 DF: £3240. CSF: £3105. Tna 

£ 6 iS r ?aS^Swl' Ite tljM 

yiiWJSSSfBaSBa 

Ho. tt Oft SSSl CS f:£1134. - 

um, praglg 12-1; 3. Tawaan Befla 

fav Rfincwn ffW- W*- 
;C ftiBarfO- TDte £ 105 0? .f^SO, 
■ j TnW- £46.40. CSF: £10147- Tneasc 


1 V TBff PiMPENPEg 


RACING SERVICES 

0891 261J: 

ui'UiiWiilTiipgnsiiTj 



£354-60. 

£fi0 - 49 - 


pj"iV» | ZaJS APPRENTICE HANDICAP (CLASS F) 
£3^500 added Um 4# 

1- 5121-23 HBBHHOFBUCD0) (03 J HahsncnS 100.H Bwttare 4 

2 03000-0 JOMME THE XMBt (14) (Cl J Laffi 6 9 13 PFmeyE 

3 061310- DRAB (176) [QTD Baron 4 912 — Ktotefley Hart (3) 17 

4 002100 UA2U&((LQ M MefiBe* 4 9 10 5IM2 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 


46-1332 UON0UW(19KS)DHJans&495J 
mm HAFTUN (USA) (W (CO) G Moore 5 9 A _ C I 
065242 2 AIDPSUJ 6 ) J WfoanSBlD. 

5030W- ntADREMBICnatqMftortartI 7891)1 
31-2310 MR SRCUAtOR (21) m i Bale 4 8 6 — f 
10 02023-3 MOONRAKBIB (18) T EOiertriggn 4 8 f 
13 CEA301 W10B5E(StM)(S)iqTORAtehvr«6Bb0l 
13 050214 CAROL AGAM (14) (CQ IT Bjmfi 5 8 5- Jo I 

IRDF 


»(7)34 
i(3)13 
|3 
i(T)12 

riV 

|7 

*T(S)B 

Btffll* 

13 025400 N0Bt£CM*O*M« (80) RDaaw585^ W^tne(S)iaB 

14 331302 KlMttlAiaYRAGtRLMCT TlLjaaoiDRll 

15 BBtOOO- H»S»LA*Ba{15a<nj)MWE£S»!iy7711S»i*B(5flB 

16 040060- MAYIQMG MADB4 (MS) Ms A King 4 7 10— P Doe (5) 6 

17 M05V HORTHBR CHAR» gH p07) £ Atenn S 7 10 J Frarte (5) 15 

Utoknim*el^7nl(iaLTnxhanScty*diteMw^Ma\/rim?a7b 
Nerffiem Obtobt 7b. 

SETTWQ: 5-1 KaRov «*»*, 6-1 KDmtin GM, 7-1 ( 

8-1 Haste La VU^ 10-1 Rat), HdjJMi Of (tee, 12JL 1 

IMllen lady, 2 tanpeb,ltainlda 6 teADreaMf. 20-11 
Wre, HazotiL 2 S -1 Johrefie The JiAer 23-1 aihea 


250 


APHRODITE CLAMING STAKES (CLASS 
E)(DtV I) £3£00 added lm 

22000-2 FlASIBi(IISA)(34)JFWfia697 J Brant* R 2 

00-1100 S*RASl«{CC9f»)WCarrticfo597 LCberwdk7B 

002M5 FRST 6010(83) (CJJVWBfWi 996 Jlft0ne4 

nffiKrt uWPH03BTd®(OnUi*reta59bIJ«a*eKeetmI 
020000 - (2ASSCTI)a0Ry(2TaiCaTTtel495Jfl» Mted i ta l0A 

000040 ttOMLBD6£03)DHlV»iJT£S4B3 -AQM3 

210046 RfiHM.A!flA*IM(CD)CJBifS»1293JaiBtonj5V 
083324 SMIMOlRDeai M (Effl S 8 »mg 10935 WMtr9 
„ 264611 SOUJBtCOW(9)IP)MMrade793 — 0 Sraoney (5) 8 

10 QG0503 tyMDAMKS-GaLHpSAa^ESaA^flaltaterorOS 

DETBNEt m live Prefect. W SdSt* Cew, *-l SanaA 5-1 Raj tea, 

Ggfo,25-l0ttHK 


-foA | APOLLO MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN 
< rrr\ STAKES (CLASS F) £3^00 added 3Y0 6f 


HYPERION 

2-20 Wildfire Z50 Live Project 3L20 Saratoga 
3L50 V I P Charfle 4L20 Aspecto Lad 4S0 Desert 
Invader 5L20 Genune John 


GOING: Standard. 

STALLS: btride. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

■ Fibresand mrficre; left-hand tftarp, aval course. 

■ Course Is 3m south-east- of town and Em west of Newark. RoOe- 
AretJunafiaiadfolrts course. ADUlSSroNiOutiiJ 2; Tanersafts 
SC COAP members of course’s Dfamond Chib £4. accompanied 
undcr-J 6 s free). CAS PASS: Free. 


mjannaim FIRST TIME: Noble Canonlrr (2Jft)). Ciasste Vic- 
tory (vlsrcdl f a. 6 H) , Se ta (38 )), Warp Drive M^ti). 
WINNKBS IN THE LAST SKVS4 DATS: None. 
LONG-DKEANCE E0NNEB& Mono Lady (iJO) A Naul Stage 
(J.EOI have been sou 1 73 mCes b j D Haydn Jnmr from EfaU isaX, 
Mid GlamotRan. 


04 B4HWELL BOY (25) J L (terns 9 0 KFaQoul 

05 0UMMBWGKa>£(25) MssJCrayy ?o S Webster 3 

—W Ryan S 
wOTM9 
-Jt Clark 2 


0 NEATHYARD’S FUSHT (23) fl (tAnshoaJ 90. 

000056 WHSHOTTEBiraingWiSO I 

HSK ME TOO P Hars 9 0 


3300 SARATOGA RB> (203) '.YCYCormar S O-Emma CTGmnaa 6 

SUPBtAPPAROS 5 Bdnra^ 9 0 Dean MdOmi 4 

B 0 NYAU 1 A IIDi. A Sffwier 8 9 RHatnOlt 

K S SUNSHME (USA) W Haffis 8 ?. JtCodnaM7 

- 9 dedMtf - 

flETTWG: Brass Saratoga BM, 7-2 K S Surahtae. +1 Rn* Ik Too. 10-1 
Sutl er rasau ire , 12-1 Boeyahia Mffl. 14-1 HeMfryanfs FfigM. 25-1 otters 


3^0 


ACHILLES HANDICAP (CLASS C) £7,325 
added 3Y0 6f 


1 5000 U V l P CHARLIE (24) SO) 1 tertre H T SWMtMltt4 

2 21-4231 DE WWCOTTE WK P2) (Dl » (ttinfffc*! ^ Lyrett (3) 3 

3 542-522 PLAN RJR FRORT ( 22 ) (BF) M Johnson 95DeanMcKcoi>n2 

4 003156 DOtlBLE-O (TO) (D) y.Jws 8 ? KFaton 1 

-4 Etedraad - 

BEITIIG: 6-4 V f P Ctafle. 5-2 The Vliynliitte kaa. 11-4 Pfin Fbr Pro+ 
1 15-2 DradttHO 


4.20 


SOUTHWELL SELLING SERIES FINAL 
IfCAP (CLASS E) £6,000 added 3Y0 lm 

1 ITU13 BAHBOROUGH BOY (15 (CO) T 0 Bamn 9 7 D Hantoaa 1 B 

2 136 MARDREW (Z3) (CO) (Of) D ftrEnen Devs 95 1 Qicno 2 

3 122302 ASPSHD LAD (13) (CD) U Jcnrw; 3 13 M Henry (3) 5 

4 44-3430 ROCHEA{U)Mr.N Uacaa?> 8 10 _ACtart3 V 

5 613261 t£AD GAL (32}(C0) C Ihonun 8 9....- u -Dean McKcomi 4 

6 06-25 MAP DRIVE (23) W Mi* 3 7 DawONoiGB 

7 321465 HRBORRWtSPOftTUDltailMJrftratonB-JAStadfTJT 

-Tdodraed- 

BETTMG: 114 BailMioiOBib Boy.3-1 Aspecto Lad. 4-lManknr, 5-1 Btarp 
Dtfw, 01 Mtnw For* Sport. 7-1 Head Girt. 201 Raehea 


4.50 


APHRODITE CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS 
E) (DIV m £3^00 added lm 

1 005312 NORTHERN FBN (9) {CD) N TmWti 5 2 6 — DM McKsoare 3 

2 010000 ROAR OM TOUR (14) (O M ttewJet fl 9 E A Ctatane 1 B 

3 066334 DESERT MVADER (9) (CD) D Oanman o 9 5. _A (Utane 6 

4 005000 SQUARE DEAL (FR) (UM) (C) 5 fi 9 5 J Wattaoi 6 

5 iW-V2 ElHOLStt THE LAD (42) [W D 10 9 j _s Dkwqo 2 

6 140002 LORDWi VHXET 19] UriW «cr 593 _..lNe*foa7 

7 1-00065 MIU0RII0Uffifl4)tCIRYyHiji993 — STMittMrthlO 

8 340004- BORN A IAW (1721 W Mrs va»Hy 493 l»w« 

9 853466 FlABAflflfC® MrsNI&G3utev9 3D..Jgnaltad*(7t9V 

10 144083 JACK THE LAD (13) J Hfinertii 3 6 8 MTebbuttB 

-10 


BETTING: lM EnU Tl» tad. 3-1 Norihere Fab, 4-1 Desert bmder, 
6-1 R<w Oo Ttw. 8-1 Mdi The tad. 12-1 Major Mouse, 14-1 Square Deal, 
201 


NEPTUNE MAIDEN HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£5,000 added 7f 


0201 


1 0305-53 WU. DO (38) Maw 10 DSMMaey(S)S 

2 00352? GBMNEjaa (141 J tew? 4 9 9,_. — _l BrarabK (S) 4 

3 305000 ItMTUJf GRANGE BOT (3D J L 4 9 1 TWfflaaB3 

4 O406SR »BS>WB»p0)DCfiff»M81J MWimerZ 

5 4334 8 HASHHMM) I D SMOh 3 ® & Rl^pteS 

6 04-30 EVMNG BJ MBS 08) M Jonsfon ■: a 2 Ji Adame 1 

-6 derived - 

SETTING: 7-4 Georioe Mra, 3-1 WS Da 7-2 Sptafaed. 4-1 Ewntal te 
Parts, 101 MW* 9»y, l*-4 *teiy Grae^i Boy 


FOLKESTONE 

HYPERION 

2j 00 Whispering Dawn 230 Sir Leonard (nb) 3 jOO 
Sharpfcal 330 Coofteen Hero 4j00 Swinging Sx- 
ties 4-30 Royal Saxon 530 Polo Ridge 

GOING: IJurriJiS-rTi»-i «1 IcSnft m |ibrus): l' ha«*s - 1 iiv.t 

■ RlRhi-hand, undulnuru- chutm with a run-in >if ireie (urfon^. 

■ ranrM' is >‘-m west --f i-n*ti MlAJfl. WreafTih-irerr raL sjiinn 
i service from Lundtui. i.'luruii! I'rov-i affiulie niurvr. AlrSRS- 
SION: riubATauerrallsSH lun.i.t- Kfc. freei CAR PARK: Free. 



BUNKERED FIRST TIME; Pniwuu Elafcli- 1 J 0h|; RiulIc Gent 

H UtVi. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Kw 
LONG - DISTANCE RUNNERS: Royal Sreton 1-1 :nn A Gow- 
rr-Sla'e i "i.r in i foiv t>nro »eni miles try I’ Efowi-n I rum ILniT- 

fnrdwefl Pytiri. 


2:00 


SANDGATE CLABVHNG HURDLE (CLASS F) 
£2^75 added mares 2m 13 110 yds 


1 V PRUSSIAN EAGLE (U2l tl BrartOxk 5 1] 12— PHdteyB 

? 3»&;'6 PBWJDTHEMEW- ill) P Mirinefl 5U3 _GT0fme» 

3 *P03i IAUM LYE (51) b Dt Haan 7 110 J OsixnT* 

4 034F WMSPEKMS DAWN (7) C Broras 4 30 13 G Bradley 

6 l^wOb MNSIBTS MADAM IlGI (D 1 J Nerie 6 10 12 . A P McCoy Y 

e 66-0100 OUWET (39) r Grai 6 ! 0 i fl Farrunt 

7 0-3=0 SPECttL TOPIC (39) A Java 7 IP 6 0 Carey (71 

6 -P0 TTGANA (15) LV$ L ^61 5 10 S JRXMaBSh 

2 3F0 FLASH H THE PAN 1511 J Were J 10 3 — Wlfcf attend 

10 00 CLASSIC DEUGHT (38) I Cbmptet 4 100 . — IhR Barren 

13 UONi?Bmief4ioi5 TJMnphy 

- 11 iloelarwl - 


RETTING: 2-1 Pedafteoranriai. 4-1 MtarieTS Madam, M MiispattgDaw. 
6-1 Rash far TTw Pan. 12-1 Lam Lye. 16-1 UmL 20-1 other* 


WHITE LAW GOLD CUP NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS D) £4,950 added 3m 2f 

1 32F4-1F B0NDJNRI97) (Dl PUatubS 13 11 R Meson 

: 434443 FUPPANGE (28) ft Gasefe? 7 11 13 CUeueByn 

3 Vafb 13 HSK LEARIE |15) A Harvey i II 11 J A UcCarttij 

4 015-310 SR LEONARD (34) 0 Shenrooa 7 ll 13 ..JOsbome 

3 iPWP-i CORKS SONG (151 m Hemes B1I4 LAspd(3) 

5 CAT-5 RWE 6 AIS (14) p Suuer 10 11 J 1J Murphy 

7 :-4?4"i SUMMER HAVEN (15) N Larfart S 10 13 HrAKtaane 

-7dedarad- 

EETT 1 HG: 13-8 Sr Leonard, 2-1 High lw«ie. 7-2 EfoodJir. 10-1 FTtqwnco. 
33-1 others 


2.30 


SOMERFIELD COURT NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E] £2^25 added 2m If 110yds 

1 12 SHARPBAL(S6)NHena»rsyr5119 M A FtofiaraB 

: 63 HRE ON ICE (IT) Mrs D Hanoi 13 2 IFItttoy 

S 0 jaWELtl5)TCBrn«911’ N 14m 

i OCM l£APFW)CSBNaaelee61K‘ — WMarston 

5 OM RtStftfi MAN (90) J GffiyrJ 6 13 ’ LAspei(3) 

6 30X1 SMART REMARK (21) T Hum 5 13 3 PMdjspte 

7 00 tfl MARBLE (90) Ui Manna lores 6 10 13 Derek Byrne 

* 36 KBOV ROYALE (13) M3>V CSfiDion C 10 McFflriairi 

& 640 HAN 8 TTD 0 H (USA) (S3) LSs A Perm: 4 10 8 CMaatle 

-Sdectsml- 

BCTT1N&: 2-7 Sbaqiicgi, 11-2 Leap Ro£. 8-1 Fire On Ice. 14-1 HanUtoon, 
IB-1 f* Meride, BWn£ Man. 20-1 Wrov floyal, 26-1 Serart Reaueti. 33-1 

Umbel 


3.00 


3.30 


CUFTONVTLLE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
D) £4^50 added 2m 

1 214U13 NEWLAMJSHXNERAL (131 (Di 13 11 VjA P McCoy 

2 Lif 122-? PHARSILK (3G) ID) T Mirfi 5 lu P HcLoodiSn 

i >£SK! LASATA (4) 101 P Cte* tZ 10 It. 0 Moms 

J 565-50$ THE CARROT MAN |22) ID) I‘ vWre-.Brth ;• 30 9 - - P rtrte 
5 121-5U1 COOUSN HERO (32) ID) R AWr 7 l -.- 0 _ WMcFaifand 

- 5 dadarett - 

MJwrryr kvetf+T." IL-a. 7 rw rurriay. ne^fo. Cr-MW" Hsrr. .ter IT-':. 

BETTING: Neraanes-GeneraL 100-30 The Genet Man. +1 Coofteen 

Here. 9-2 Lasata. 10-1 Phartah 

PEASMARSH SELLING WCAP HURDLE 
(CLASS G| £2,375 added 2m If 110yds 

MOVNSHA HOUSE (3291 ICO) S C-iftev 9 ISO 6 Fenton 


4j00 


1 6U530 

2 034O2P MUlLU TOft 123] fl Sm= 6 U U 0 0Su9wan 

3 106 ZEST 1 (39) T CJenvj U $116 R Johnson 

4 00005 SWH 6 HG SOtTES 1231 0 L UuXt 6 !1 5_ _AP McCoy 

s PPPFF 1 CARACOL (32} J 8 10 15 .T Dascombe p| 

6 '.2106-0 ANNABELS BABY (43) (D) P I'.nite i 10 'i W Matston 

7 23400-Q VWTAGE TMT7WGER (100) CtffcMPi I 105 -MIBehanls 

8 6 FC>«W PARISIAN (23) . i Eameh L2 10 S AUicas(7i 

9 F-HOMCi PRECIOUS WOtfiJBt till P Burw 8 111 7 T IMurpsy 

10 TOr-«. RUSTIC GENT f7) Ure L Jr '? 10 5 .Sophie HIcM |5I B 

13 MP. '■ MIRAGE OF WINDSOR (1455) B Cwlrv t l fl 5 - - E Morphy 
12 3P66'-PP *«F (USA) f2D i Jnwah 6 10 0 — D Shyrme 

-ISrteriered- 

Muwnunr mtag iL 1 ICtL hi#? niittue int Vj ;0ff- 

BETTING: 3-1 CatacaL 9k2 Moynsha House, S-lAmabehi Batty, U-2 Sndng- 
ln£ Sidles. 8-1 UuUnor. 9-1 Partsm. 10-1 Hlrafie Of Windsor. 12 1 Vire 
Ugh TatttBiger. Zestt. 14-1 PredmK Wonder. 16-1 Rustic Gent. 20-1 Anif 

FAIR ROSAMUND HANDICAP CHASE 

(CLASS F) £3,475 added 3m 2f 


4.30 


1 £2-0260 YEOMAN WARRIOR |2TI (Cl A Psvt: 1C 11 II .0 O^oDvan 

2 2-25216 SUGAR Mil (5D J Ofl jia 7 10 13 JWbe 

3 4-PJ21 APATURA HATI 114) fl Artsr 8 10 10 WMeFwtand 

i 45 PT3J ROYAL SAXON (151 F ru.^n 11 10 i R Johnson 

5 2S6404 SHAMARPHl (0) ? Jfrrer 13 tBra S Barradough 

6 F-P4P6P CRUSE CONTROL (11) R Rjm 13 10 3... .....A GanBy iTt 

7 P'PPffJ BE SURPRISH) (77) (D G l f.tetrs 11 10 0 BPowcfi 

8 2 -4056; RUBHS BOY (9) N Y4V*4r 13 10 i- RFarranl 

5 5-P4 MaaSPEtll4|JNMelO:&0_ W Manton 

10 2365f5 JOKHt JACK p8) fl [*Crf 12 TO 0 _T Dascombe (3) 

11 UITl£tWWl£Y 139) I.IrsLRrjtfih 3 160 Rrchads 

-11 derived - 

Mrirr-.r. neirnc JO'L Tror «ni«i ni-itfr.- o? 5’ff?riir2 5s it PjfrtJ 
ecr Sk a*. 'Wm; p* 5 a .row.ura *r ;ii£i. wvt fl.wie,- fra :;rr. 

BCTT1NG.-5-: Sugar HdL 7-1 Royri Sana. 9-2 Sttatnarp&U. 5-1 Yeoman 
Wamw. 101 Apatwa Had. 12-1 Be Svpnsed. 14-1 Cruise ControL 16-1 
Ruthin Bey. 20-1 Joker Jack, IGUits Pet, 33-1 Little thnriey 


H-B.LB, MAIDEN OPEN NH FLAT RACE 
(CLASS H) £1,500 added 2m If 110yds 

CEEYDU«MaiNIGHTlvTir*y6116 JPrraw(7? 

i j;j GOWER-SLAVE (28) A Bonif- & 13 S JI Johnson 

3 hJHG OF SWMG v 'jvrv; SliE .. JCuBety 

4 LEGGIES LEGACY tfcr- A 6 11 i _RFar«lt 

F 6 POLO RBfiE (49UI Stev.rai i 1 1 S JOsbome 

fl 223 SHBA HG (28) J P wfcg 5 U B- Nr H Dadoo |7) 

7 9LVER SIROCCO Mis LVmw Jaw 5 135 _D«tkByme 

i SMART GUY l/lrs L Jsu(9 5 U i .A Thornton 

9 2 SWDAYVDiTlJRECiaiBnNHOTWvj-ollSMAFfo^said 


IO 

0 SWEEP CLEAN (13) (BF) J Gif-M 0 11 B . 

— _ .RIMe 

u 

s-’o TwawPYBOYiesijf^bnB 

.. JDascombe (31 

12 

LAST PDWYJftrrsrb 113 - 

.. .. . .8 Puoel B 

u 

MASC HARIE D Gnuel 5- 113 

J R Kavanadi 

l* 


JiMaon 

IS 

CUE CAIir4r,Pl&nc 4 109 

J r IWey 

10 

» GOLOENUUfiWM.ss'Sflfiraew.-iW 

-IS declared- 

?. A P McCoy 


BETTING: 7-4 Sunday Venture. 7-2 Swep Clean. 5-1 SitannG. 01 Pale 
Rrifie. 10-1 Cue Cta,Pwe Stars. 12-1 Silver SeoGeo, 14-1 lung Of Smug. 
16-1 Leg^K Lee*y. 20-1 others 


5.00 





- ’ 

- • 4*'* 




26 


Fp™v ™ WARHH 1997 » TP^ TNDEPENPENT 


sport 


FIVE NATIONS’ CHAMPIONSHIP: England and Scotland powerhouses can impress Lions selectors 


Sleightholme’s 

outside chance 


J on Sleightholme is very 
much looking forward to his 
early summer sojourn in 
Argentina, where the prospect 
of two more international caps 
and a night or three on the 
Buenos Aires tiles with his 
Bath club-mates, Federico 
Mcudcz and German Llanes, 
are among the obvious high- 
lights of the trip. What is not so 
obvious is why England's right 
wing is. as things stand, likely to 
board a mid-Mav plane to 
SouLh America rather than one 
to South Africa. 

When Fran Cotton and his 
comrades on the Lions selection 
panel named their now infa- 
mous 62-man preliminary par- 
ty last month, they chose to 
disregard England’s three- 
quarter line in its entirety. The 
inevitable slanging match cen- 
tred on whether or not Will Car- 
ling had demanded the 
captaincy in return for his avail- 
ability and to whai extent Phil 
de Glanville, the national cap- 
tain. was omitted because of in- 
compatible personalities rather 
than indifferent performance 
levels. 

Barely a word was heard on 
the subject of Sleightholme and 
his partner on the left wing, 
Tony Underwood, even though 
they had just given the Irish back 
division a fearful secing-to in 
Dublin to the tune of two tries 
apiece. Underwood always 
looked vulnerable in the light of 
Cotton's professed partiality 
towards power freaks rather 
than out-and-ouL speed freaks. 
But Sleightholme? Fourteen 
and a half stones of get up and 
go would surely be priceless on 
the killing fields of Ellis Park 
and Loftus Versfeld. so why 
should the Lions go for a walk- 
ing bicep like John Bentley, just 
back from rugby league and only 
a handful of games into his rein- 
carnation as a union man at 
Newcastle, rather than Jack 
Rowell’s favourite wide man? 

Wainwright’s 
high hopes 
for Scotland 

Rob Wainwright, Scotland's 
captain, believes his side can re- 
peat their victoiy of two years 
ago against France at Parc des 
Princes in their final match of 
this season's Five Nations' 
Championship tomorrow. 

“There is the same sort of 
feeling in the squad that we had 
two years ago. We’re going out 
there to do a job we re capable 
of doing." he said before hoard- 
ing the team's flight to Paris. 

“There will be a lot of pub- 
lic expectation hanging over 
the French. But we believe we 
can win this game and we’re go- 
ing to put pressure on ourselves 
to achieve this goal." 

This will be Wainwright’s 
second successive game back in 
his preferred position at blind- 
side flanker. “I'm enjoying be- 
ing back in my old berth and 
what is more, Peter Walton is 
playing well at No S. Against 
Ireland the whole balance of the 
team seemed right. 

“I’m looking forward to an- 
other game with the same for- 
mation and the only other lime 
J played at the Parc was two years 
ago and wc got a good result." 


Chris Hewett talks 
to the wing with a 
mission against 
Wales tomorrow 

“We're not picking on size," 
Colton insists. “Pace and pow- 
er are two very important qual- 
ities but size is not an issue at 
all. People probably got that 
from the Bentley-Sleightholme 
business. Sleights is a strung sort 
but Bentley happens to be that 
little bit bigger. That’s not the 
reasoning behind our current 
thinking, though; there are oth- 
er differences wc consider to be 
import an L" 

Now what might they be? 
True, Sleightholme is not the 
world's finest at defending 
against a cultured outside-half s 
rolling diagonal kicks and he has 
been known to succumb to the 
odd rush of blood in dodgy 
loose-ball situations. But in vir- 
tually every other area of his 
game, whether it be chasing high 
bombs like a pointer on heat, 
manufacturing a narrow-chan- 
nel kick to turn an opponent, 
tackling some monstrous Lo- 
rn uesque apparition to a stand- 
still or finishing a half-chance at 
the comer in true Rory Un- 
derwood fashion, he is right up 
there with the best of British. 

Tomorrow, the 24-year-old 
from way up there on the North 
York Moors has one last op- 
portunity to book himself in for 
trial by Springbok rather than 
Puma. He wins his lQib cap 
against the Welsh in Cardiff - 
“No, I've never played at the 
National Stadium but I've heard 
plenty about it" - and any ad- 
dition to his quartet of in- 
ternational tries will be precious 
grist to the mill, particularly as 
he will be squaring up to an ear- 
ly Lions contender in Brid- 
gend's Gareth Thomas. 

“It's all I can do. isn’t it? Play 
well. Ask questions of the op- 


position, threaten them when I 
have the chance and keep it 
tight and tidy at the back. If it 
works, if my performance says 
to the Lions panel, 'Hey, we 
can't leave this bloke out’! then 
fine. But in the end, it's all a 
matter of someone else’s opin- 
ion, so I'm not letting it prey on 
my mind. 

“If 1 don't make it to South 
Africa, then I'll take every ounce 
of experience and enjoyment I 
can from Argentina with the re- 
mains of the England side. That 
will be a tough lour in itself and 
‘Fred’ Mendez has promised to 
look after me and show me the 
sights, which makes it even 
tougher. Although I'D chalk up 
two complete Five Nations' 
Championships against Wales, 
I'm still relatively new to this lev- 
el of rugby and while I'd love to 
face the Boks, I'm young enough 
to think about the next tour in 
three or four years’ time." 

Such equanimity is a mark of 
Sleigh iholme’s enviably well- 
balanced attitude to the slings 
and arrows of a fickle sport. The 
merest glimpse of him hollering 
out the national anthem on big 
match day, right hand squeez- 
ing the fibres from the red rose 
sewn on the left breast of his 
precious England shirt, sug- 
gests more than a degree of 
rampant fanaticism. Nothing 
could be further from the truth. 

“I think I'm lucky in so far as 
I can cope with the nerves pret- 
ty well and focus totally on the 
job in hand. I get nervous, of 
course - very much so in the 
minutes leading up to a game 
- but there is no element of ap- 
prehension in that, so the feel- 
ing is entirely positive. 
Certainly, the thought of play- 
ing at the Arms Park on such an 
occasion can only be inspira- 
tional." 

The last time he went any- 
where near tomorrow's venue, 
the rumour mill was humming 
to suggestions that Bath were 






Sleightholme: Surprise onti ssi on from preli mi nary Lions squad 


about to lose their most effec- 
tive try-poacher to Cardiff. The 
English champions' insistence 
on playing Jason Robinson, a 
rugby league recruit, on the 
right" wing added fuel to the 
fames ana when Sleightholme 
withdrew at the last minute 


from the Heineken Cup quar- 
ter-final between the two clubs, 
the story seemed on the verge 
of confirmation. 

“That’s what I mean by slay- 
ing focused," he says. “You 
have to rise above all that. I 
don’t know where the rumours 


PtxrtDgraph: Ernpks 

came from but I couldn't help 
but be aware of them, they were 
so rife. I’ve had my ups and 
downs this season, what with se- 
lection at Bath and the Lions is- 
sue, but the only thing that really 
matters right now is Wales and 
how to beat them." 


Weir aiming to stifle French ambition 


Doddic Weir happens to be a 
one-time rival of the Scottish 
Rugby Union's official patron, 
the Princess Royal no less, in the 
equestrian field of one-day 
eventing. So he knows a thing 
or two about the challenge of 
the big fences. It is just as well. 
Sporting hurdles do not come 
much bigger than the one that 
will confront the Scottish XV 
and the borseman-tumed-thor- 
oughbred-lock at the Parc des 
Princes tomorrow afternoon. 

it is just as well too, that Wfeir 
happens to be an equable sort. 
The news that France, in their 
fareweii international at the 
Parc will be looking to secure 
a “Grand Chelem" on home soil 
for the first time, failed to 
knock the sanguine Scot out of 
his stride. “1 didn't realise that." 
Weir said. “It means the pres- 
sure Ls going to be on them from 
the start. And Scotland have al- 
ways enjoyed being the under- 
dogs. haven't they? We'll relish 
the challenge." 

It is the third lime Scotland 
haw gone into their final Five 
Nations match with a Grand 
Slam riding on the outcome. 
Unlike the Calcutta Cup games 


of 1995 and 1996, however, it is 
neither theirs to be won nor (as 
the right boot of Rob Andrew 
and the mauling arms of Dean 
Richards respectively dictated) 
theirs to be lost. 

Disappointing though that 
may be, at the end of a season 
in which Scotland’s sole re- 
demption may be the record 
34-10 slaughter of the sony Irish 
at Murrayfield a fortnight ago, 
Weir cannot hide his relish for 
the spoiling mission. 

“We've got nothing to lose." 
he said. “We can throw every- 
thing into it. We did quite well 
against Ireland but we can't say 
we've turned a comer yet. The 
main thing was that we were able 
to concentrate for 80 minutes. If 
we can do that again in Paris, it 
might be quite a good day for us." 

it was quite a day when Scot- 
land lasL played in the Parc, two 
years ago. Weir and his team- 
mates were singing and dancing 
with their killed compatriots af- 
ter the first Scottish success in 
Paris since a try by Jim Telfer. 
now Scotland's director of rug- 
by, clinched victory at the Slade 
Cofombcs in 1969. 

Whether the Scots can poop 


Simon TionbuB 

meets the Scottish 
lock looking to steal 
the show in Paris 

the expected Parisian party on 
Saturday will depend to a large 
extent on the large frame of 
Weir, who came under Telfer’s 
tutorial wing after one of his 
pony dub pals- (he future Duke 
of Buccleuch - suggested he 
joined in the Sunday morning 
training for juniors at Melrose. 
The 6ft 7in Weir has stood out 



Weir Fine championship 


as the conspicuous individual 
success of Scotland's fitful Five 
Nations campaign, impressive in 
defeat against Wiles and England 
as well as in the victoiy against 
Ireland, in which he pirouetted 
through the green-shirted pack to 
daim his fourth international 
try. That last tour deforce followed 
the not inconsiderable feat of 
eclipsing Martin Johnson in New- 
castle's Pilkington Cup quarter- 
final defeat against Leicester. 

At 26 Weir is, as the Scotland 
coach. Richie Dixon, put it last 
week, “looking the pan and 
playing the pan". Considering 
the affable Borderer was 
dropped for the pre-Christmas 
Test against Italy, the flowering 
of his second-row talent has 
been quite a transformation. 

Training as one of Rob An- 
drew's full -lime Newcastle Fal- 
cons, often twice a day, has 
dearly been a catalyst. "I’m fit- 
ter than I've ever been." Weir, 
who has won 10 of his 44 caps 
as a No S. duty acknowledged. 

The fitness and form of the 
new model Weir is certain to be 
put to the test on Saturday by 
ihe man mountain the French 
call “Massif Central". Olivier 


Merle is no lumbering former 
lumberjack- The Gallic giant 
with size 17 feet can spring his 
upstretched hands 80cm from 
a standing jump in full kit 
And, as Ricky Evans, the Wes 
prop still hopes to testify in 
court, even his forehead packs 
a mighty metaphorical punch. 

“He's a big lad and he uses his 
bulk very well,” Weir said. “You 
don't like 20 stones running at 
you." Only a serious physical 
steamrollering, such as the un- 
smiling Merle is quite capable of 
administering, seems likely to 
prevent Scotland’s line-out colos- 
sus from spending his summer as 
a Lion in South Africa. Not that 
the Tyne-based Wteir is taking se- 
lection for grantecL 

“I know it's the old cliche," 
he said, “but 1 only take one 
game at a time. That’s the way 
I am." So when Merle and his 
team-mates are celebrating or 
mourning their Grand Slam 
fate at no-side on Saturday, Not- 
tingham - and not the Spring- 
boks -wiU be on Doddie Weir's 
mind. Like the other tartan le- 
gionnaires in Rob Andrew’s 
Toon Army, he will be back on 
dub duty on Sunday afternoon. 


— # 


Mersonto be 
out of action 
for six weeks 




ADAM SZRETER 

Paul Merson will be out of the 
game for up to six weeks after 
a hernia operation yesterday. 
As well as missing several 
games for Arsenal, he will also 
be unavailable for England’s 
friendly against Mexico at 
Wembley on 29 March. 

Arsenal are playing down a 

report they are to sign Black- 
bum's Graeme Le Saux for 
£4m. The former Chelsea de- 
fender is reportedly keen to re- 
turn to London, but his former 
manager, Kenny Dalglish, is 
also believed to be interested m 
signing him for Newcastle. 

Liverpool were disappointed 
yesterday by news that the Pol- 
ish international striker Marek 
Gtko, with whom they had 
hoped to have talks about a 
£25m move from Widzew Lodz, 
has been ruled out for a fortnight 
with an ankle injury. There will 
now be no deal before the trans- 
fer deadline later this month. 

Manchester United are re- 
fusing to reveal the contents of 
a letter sent in reply to the Fbot- 
ball Association’s demand for 
reconciliation between their 
goalkeeper Peter Schmeichel 
and Ian Wright. The Arsenal 
striker responded swiftly to the 
FAs directive that he andScfame- 
ichel should make up after their 
dashes this season. The Maccabi 
Tel Aviv defender Gadi Bromer 
has flown back to Israel after a 
trial at United, whose manager, 
Alex Ferguson, is saying that a 
■fTm signing is not imminent. 

Nottingham Forest's Bryan 
Roy is facmg disciplinary action 
after a row with toe dub’s gen- 
eral manager, Dave Bassett- The 


Dutch striker reacted angrily to 
being substituted in Tuesdays 1-1 

draw at Blackburn- “Bryan s new 
looking at a possible fine, Bas- 
sett raid It has been repo^ 

Rov may lose as much astauuu- 

Manch ester City have signed 
the Dutch Under-21 defender 
Gerard Wiekens from the Dutch 
Second Division side Veendam 
for £800,000. Aston Vffla have 
turned down a £2m bid from 
Derby to take the striker Tom- 
my Johnson back to the Baseball 
Ground. Bolton have offered 
cash plus players for the £2~5m- 
rated Stoke striker Mike She run. 

The Italian captain, Paolo 
Maldini, has denied fresh spec- 
ulation linking him with 
Chelsea. The Milan left-back 
admitted that the Chelsea man- 
ager, Ruud Gullit, and Milan’s 
acting president, Adriano Gal- 
liani, “ring one another regu- 
larly, but as far as I know there 
has never been an official or se- 
rious offer from any dub. My 
contract runs out in the year 
2001 and I intend to stay at Mi- 
lan. but of course it takes two 
parties to settle these matters " 
■ The Wiles manager, Bobby 
Gould, has recalled West Ham’s 
Mark Bowen, David Phillips of 
Nottingham Forest and Mid- 
dlesbrough's G avion Blackmore 
but there is still no room for Ian 
Rush in the squad for the World 
Cup qualifying match against 
Belgium in Cardiff on 29 March. 

WM£B SQUAD (World Cup Groop SwmvBoI- 
gum, CaRfflrjinfis Pertc, 29 Man*): SoothaB 
(faermn). Cro M lo y tWoUWgwm Fcreaj. 1— trtott 
OMwnamj. p Jana* (Sjockaon); Bom <Wesl 
Kami. Jorldn* (Huddtntaftfl. Paga (Watford i. 
Reedy (OPR) . Bytnone (Mencnasrer OtW. 

=== ‘- ' I), V Jonas (WMBWfon). ' 


(Woh8sT a paiirf>ridfla (Sheffield Wednesday!. 
Rahtaaon (Chariton]. Sa*ag» (Owe). C Hugh- 
es Oumni. Speed (Bertorri. Wap (Mancnes- 
ter Owed], Hartson iWean Ham). Blake (Boon). 
ImgK ttsnrtnjyrand- M Hafjhes iCMsasi. Saun- 
ders (Notmjram Forest). Browning (Hudders- 
hekn. Taylor (Sheffield uimacn. Keflsoo 
(Sout hamp ton). Btaefcmora (Middeabroutfi). 
mope INottttthnm Faeo). Robert* PMahes). 


Wembley still 
Northern goal 


Non-League notebook. 


RUPERT METCALF 

The proud dubs of the Feder- 
ation Brewery Northern League 
were dismayed two seasons ago 
when they , found themselves 
banished to the FA Carisberg 
Vise, when the Football Asso- 
ciation decided they were inel- 
igible for the senior non-League 
tournament, the FA Umbro 
Trophy. Now, however, the 
prospect of two Northern 
League dubs at Wembley has 
put an end to the dissent. 

Last season no Northern 
League side reached the last 16 
of the Vise, which caused even 
more distress around Northum- 
berland and County Durham. 
This term Bedlington Terriers 
fell by the wayside in the last 
eight but Whitby Town and 
Guisborough Town have both 
reached the semi-finals: in to- 
morrow’s first-leg ties Guis- 
borough entertain North 
Ferriby while Whitby travel to 
Surrey to take on Banstead. 

The two teams that enjoy 
home advantage in the second- 
leg ties tomorrow week look the 
best bets for a visit to Wembley 
on 10 May. Whitby’s 4-2 home 
success over Easmgton on Tues- 
day means they have won 21 of 


their 25 League games this sea- 
son. They also reached the first 
round of the FA Cup- they lost 
8-4 after extra time in a replay 
at Hull City. Paul Pitman scored 
a hat-trick in a game in which 
the Nationwide League side 
. were flattered by their margin 
of victory. 

Hany Dunn. Whitby’s man- 
ager, has assembled a strong 
squad which also indudes Mitch 
Cook, the former Scarborough 
manager, Laurie Pearson (ex- 
Hull City) and two former Dar- 
lington men: Andy Toman and 
John Borthwick. North Rarity's 
progress to the last four has 
been led by two former Hull 
City strikers: Andy Flounders 
and Darren France. Flounders 
won a Vase winners’ medal last 
season with another Northern 
Counties East League side, 
Brigg; Town. 

Brian T hlbot. the former Ar- 
senal, Ipswich and England 
midfielder, has not been put off 
management by his unhappy ex- 
periences at West Bromwich 
and Aldershot. He has taken 
over the helm at the struggling 
GM Vauxhall Conference dub, 
Rushden & Diamonds, until the 
end of the season after Roger 
Ashby “moved upstairs" to be- 
come director of football at 
Nene Park. 


Mellor’s style 
has its merits 

Sir: I disagree with Mau 
Tench's comment in bis article 
on Danny Baker (S March) 
that David McDor’s style on 
the Radio 5 Live phone-in 
programme Six-O-si x is “pa- 
tronising" and disagree with his 
comparisons of Mollor to “a 
lord of the manor" talking to 
“his estate workers". 

1 have always found David 
Mellor on Six-V-bix to be a po- 
lite and friendly host who en- 
courages callers to give their 
views, however unorthodox. 
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and who speaks with equal pa- 
tience and sincerity to either a 
tongue-tied first-time caller or 
to an old hand from the Foot- 
ball Association. 

David McUor has, by most 
people's standards, a posh 
voice and a brad vocabulary, 
These are not necessarily in- 
compatible either with an in- 
terest in fool ball or with sports 
broadcasting and it is to David 
Melior’s credit that he has not 
attempted to adjust to a more 
“blokeish" style which would 
indeed be patronising. 
DAFYDD O WILLIAMS 
Tonbridge, 

Kent 


Armchair audience 

Sir As usual Alan ^\hIkrns has 
managed to cause a customary 
stir in his rugby column. In his 
opinion (11 March), most peo- 
ple see their rugby through the 
medium or television. I am 
sure, however, that these view- 
ers would love to be at the 
Anns Park or Twickenham, etc 
but for the scarcity of tickets. 

f see the issue of television 
coverage being important only 
inasmuch as games can be 
seen on terrestrial channeb- 
Tbis would then ensure the 
widest possible audience and 
bdp to maintain and improve 


the current interest level in rug- 
by union. I also wish Alan 
Watkins well on the trip he is 
apparently making to Twick- 
enham this weekend. I. how-: 
ever, will be at Cardiff Anns 
Park, where I shall endeavour 
to sing Hen wind fy nhodou for 
two in his absence.. 
CHRISTOPHER HARRHY 

Wade bridge. Cornwall 

Letters should be marked “For 
publication" and should con- 
tain daytime and evening 
phone numbers. They should be 
seat to Sports Editor, The In- 
dependent. 1 Canada. Square, 
London E14 5DL. They may be 
shortened for reasons of space. 


England coach looks to youth 


Hockey 


BILL COLW1LL 

Maggie Souvavc has named six 
uncapped players - four of 
them teenagers - in a party an- 
nounced yesterday for Ihe Five 
Nations’ Tournament in 
Vancouver starting next month. 
It is the first England squad 
since the Atlanta Olympics. 

No special significance should 
be given to the absence of play- 
ers like Jane Sixsmitb. Mandy 
Nicholls, Sally Gibson and Lisa 
Bayliss (who is to be married 
during the period of the tour- 
nament). The coach is well 


aware of (heir abilities, and she 
is also conscious that three of the 
teams they will be meeting in 
Vancouver - Canada. Ireland 
and Japan - are in England's 
pool in the World Cup Qualifi- 
er in Harare in August. She will 
wish to keep some of her options 
under wraps. 

Of the uncapped players, the 
selection of Ol ton's 1 7-year*old 
striker Lucilla Wright, the lead- 
ing National League goalscor- 
er. will cause few surprises. 
Nor will the choice of Purdy 
Miller and Denise- Marslcn- 
Smiih. who were prominent in 
the England Under-21 side l3St 
summer, or the Olympian Jo 


Mould - already capped 23 
times by Great Britain. Leices- 
ter's ly-year-old Carol Voss 
and Lisa Copeland, who is not 
a regular member of the Slough 
starting line-up. are less ex- 
pected selections. 

Copeland will hope to prove 
her worth in the fifth round of 
the AEWHA Cup on Sunday, 
when Slough entertain Leices- 
ter. Ipswich meet the First Di- 
vision leaders, Olton. 

ENGLAND WOMEN'S SQtUO (Five Notions 
Tournament Vancouver, 30 Aert to * Meyfc 
S Blanks, K Bowden, p MM*, j MeuM. C 
Voss i«*i Bvsam Le-Msw*", « Brown, L 
Copeland. J Smith lad S<cugn> T Colon, L 
Nswcondw. C Ro*d !Hi£mwm. H Rosa, M 
Dantes IJU Sudan liM'Wd'. L Wrtgtt 
D Kursten- Smith 'CM;*)'. J Empsqn iCS’'- 
teftu}*. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

1.1 


The number of seconds left on 
the clock when Penny Hard- 
! away scored with a difficult 
| running shot to give basfeet- 
j baits Orlando Magic a 96-95 
! victory over tba Houston Rock- 
I ets. Orlando have won the last 
[six meetings between the 
two dubs. “He just made a 
great shot at the end,! Richie 
Adubato, the Orlando coach 
said, "Sometimes ifs just 
better to be ludy than good." 


No sex - we’re Costa Rican 


Costa Rica 


Costa Rica's national squad have been 
banned from having sex until after their 
current round of World Cup qualifiers. 

“I need all the players in foil posses- 
sion of their physical and mental facul- 
ties for the games against Mexico and 
the United States," said rhe team's Ar- 
gentinian coach, Horacio Cordero, who 
imposed the ban on his squad of 19. 

The players complained the sex ban 
was an invasion of their private lives, al- 
though some reluctantly accepted the 
coach's decision. 

"Sex is normal and natural and from 
my point of view does noi negatively af- 
fect the performance of an athlete," Os- 
car Ramirez, a player from Costa Rica's 
squad that went to the World Cup finals 
in Italy in 1990, said, adding that he and 
his wife had sex two or three times a week 
despite his having matches on Sundays 
and in midweek. 

Costa Rica and Mexico meet on Sun- 
day in a World Cup qualifier. Cordero 
said the sex ban would continue until 
Costa Rica's final qualifier on 23 March 
against the United States. 

Whatever method of preparation 
Costa Rica's players used prior to last. . 
Sunday's friendly against Cameroon in 
San Jose, it worked. They won 5-0 with 
Paulo Cesar Wane hope, "who is joining 
Derby County, hitting a hat-trick. The 
match kicked off 45 minutes late after 
frantic negotiations to prevent Cam- 
eroon’s players taking strike action in a , 
dispute over payments. 



bian striker, score four goals for Atleti- 
co — but still finish on the losingside . ‘With 
Ronaldo hitting a .hat-trick, Barcelona ' 
won 5-4 for a 7-6 aggrega te .victoiy, ■ - 

Austria ^ 

Admira Wacfcer had last Saturday's !-] 
Austrian League draw -with 'FC' Linz : 
changed to a 3-0 defeat by the Austrian 
football federation on Monday because 
they had substitutedtoo many players. 
Admira’s cbach, Kurt Garger, said he 
thought throe Outfield playeisplus the 
goalkeeper .could bejreptaced, but Aus- 
trian rules say only three changes in- 

■duding a replacement -keeper can be 

made in a I^aguergame. The infringe^. 

Admfra 

adrift at.the'bofrom of the table. , 

his club fro 


AROUND 
THE WORM) 

Spain 


from the Spanish Cup before 

Wednesday s quarter-final second leg al 
Barcelona unless the Spanish football fed- 

mtfonaimulledsu^ensionsimposedoa 

three Atietico players. Juan Eduardo Es- 
naider, Diego Stmeone and Delfi <3di;- 
All three players had been banned af- 
ter various offences against Real Betis 
in. a League game last weekend. Never 
one to understate his case, Gil called the 
bauds “the greatest outrage in the histo- 
ry of Spanish football" on TUesday, 
when "he said his team would not plav 
However, Gil backed down the follow! 
ing.day and ordered Atietico to travel 
to Barcelona. 

Gil watched Milinko Fantic, the Ser- 


BrazSS 


Paulo Mata, ther ooaeb rif the -Brazilian 

club, Itaperu^ was so incensed by. the : - 

match- agamsi VaschV r ' 
.v^faiesday -tijtt he . raft on ; ihe pitch, ' 
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Graveney takes on testing selection challenge 
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Graveney: Eager to start 


DEREK PWWSLE 
Cric^Coftespondem • 

TTie worst -kept secret in Eng- 
lish cricket was confirmed yes- 
terday when David Graveney 
was appointed chairman of se- 
lectors. JBm if alack of suitable 
candidates meant bus election 
wasa foregone conclusion, the 
addition of two current players, 
Graham- Gooch and Mike Gat- 
ting, to servo as selectors came 
as a surprise. 

:It could, however, be three, if 

the trio deddeto continue to give 


. . .the. captain a .vote in selection, 
a' derision thoughttQ be about 
. .even money at present. . 

Gooch, of course, has done it 
aD before having managed to 
combine being a player and se- 
lector last season. But if he pro- 
fessed to becoraf ratable with his 
dual role, it was not, apparent- 
ly, always to the satisfaction of 
the previous chairman of selec- 
tors, Raymond Illingworth. 

The 'main problem will be a 
logistical one and convening a 
meeting place for selectors 
playing in different parts of 
the country will not be for the 


geographically inept. Unless a 
satellite link-up can be organ- 
ised or a spi. *.SMr for weighty 
mobile phone bills found, the 
get-together before the third 
Ibsi in July when the selectors 
will be coming from Southend, 
Headingley and Worcester 
(presuming Atherton is still 
captain) ought to keep the mo- 
torway police on their toes. 

It is a challenge. Graveney, 
now 44 and appointed until the 
end of February 1999, claims he 
is looking forward to. “I would 
like the season to start tomor- 
row," be said, perhaps forgetting 


it is the rampaging Australians 
who will have to be encountered. 

"It's a fantastic challenge and 
I can assure people that myself 
and the other selectors wQ] work 
tirelessly to identify those with the 
ability and the passion that wQl 
be necessary to beat Australia." 

Gravency's appointment, 
along with those of Gatling and 
Gooch, to roles once though to 
be for ex-cricket ers in their 
dotage, reflects a general move 
to involve those doses, to the 
modem game. Only the trio's 
ties with various ■‘rebel" tours to 
South Africa will raise eye- 


brows, and some will no doubt 
find their present loyalty to 
English cricket a little too rich 
to swallow down whole. 

In a change from their unof- 
firial position a few months 
ago, the England Management 
Committee have decided that 
G raven ey's position will be a 
salaried rate. But although Tim 
Lamb, the chief executive of the 
England Cricket Board, would 
□or divulge the amount, it is 
thought that he will have to take 
a commensurate cut in salary 
from his other job as general sec- 
retary of the Professional Crick- 


eters' Association to offset any 
tax implications involved. 

Three months ago it was 
thought that holding both posi- 
tions would be incompatible, 
particularfy if players needed to 
be disciplined. However, as such 
maltere now rest squarely with 
Bob Bennett, the chairman of 
the EMC Gravency's role is one 
of co-ordination and consensus 
or as he puts it “Turning an T 
situation into a ‘we’ situation." 

He is said to be a player's 
man, although in truth he moves 
with equal facility between both 
dressing and committee rooms. 


He is a shrewd political animal 
and he will bring a touch of Ibnv 
Blair- like ability to soothe those 
still uncertain about the changes 

S ing on around them. 

Sussex will be without their 
highly rated left-arm paccman. 
Jason Lewry. for more than half 
of the 1 997 season. Sussex were 
hoping that Lewry. who un- 
dergoes an operation to repair 
a stress ftacrurc of his lower 
back on Monday, would be fit 
by the middle of June. But the 
25-year-old says he will not be 
able to resume light training un- 
til the end of June. 
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Odsal opener 
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' Rugby League 

DAVE HADF1ELD 


Super League could not have 
chosen a better place to launch 
its eagerfy awaited second sea- 
son tonight than Odsal Stadium, 
Bradford. If there is one venue 
where the concept of an all- 
singing, all-dancing .summer 
spectacle has been an unqual- 
ified success it is at this once 
unloved hole in the ground. 

“We give the fans a reason to 
get there three hours before the 
kick-off. It's not just a game, it’s 
an occasion," the Bulls captain, 
Robbie Paid. said. 

“We're going to build on all 
the things we did last year. 
We 'll make so much noise that 
rugby league will go ballistic.” 

Nobody showcases the ewnt 
better than Bradford, who ex- 
pect a crowd in excess of 15,000 
to get (he season off to a frying 
start, but even Paul knows that 
it is what- happens when they ; 
kick off against' Warrington that 

realty matters. 'v ; 

The Bulls promise to be an 
even more formidable propo- 
sition than last year, although - 
they will be handicapped, by Jhej 



loss of Graeme Bradley, who 
shares captaincy duties with 
Padl, for the first, few weeks of 
the season with . a broken 
thumb. \ 

The options-that their Coach,; 
Matthew Elliott, has at his dis- 
posal are not too bad, howev- 
. er, frith anmternational centre 
- Paul Loughlip — moving in . 
from the flank -and ah interna-, 
tional wmgei; - Paul Cook - 
coming into the starting line-up. 

John Dorahy’s Warrington 
line-up was a source of contro- 
versy last week, when he named 
lestyn. Harris on the bench 
while always knowing- that be 
was goingtostaitthe game. This 
week, Harris fcout of the start- 
ingteam and is reported to have 
a caff injuiy. "Which probably 
means that he is folly fit and will 
p]aytheehtire80 minutes. 

There s also a'doubt about 
Paul ^Sculthaipe and Dorahy 
seems genuinely . to . have 
<fropped the wmger, Richard 
Efehare,. in favour of Mark ; 
' Forster. ;• . • 

to full-back and Paul tips ty>th-_ 
him and the hew K3m forward, 
RuiyTMupU^tomakeabigim- 



Henry Paul, the Bradford captain, is at the hub of preparations yesterday for tonight's Super League curtain-raiser Photograph: Simon Wilkinson 


pact-as the season gets into its 
stride. 7 ’“I played with and 
against them in New Zealand 
and 'Warrington have picked up 
two brilliant players who can win 
a match out of nothing," he 
warned. • . 

Shaun Edwards will not be in 


Wigan’s ride against Halifax on 
Sunday, even if he makes him- 
self available. Edwards has 
spent most of the week in Lon- 
don with his girlfriend. Heather 
Smaff, the singer in the pop 
group M People, who is ex- 
pecting their child. 


"That he hasn’t trained all 
week means that he can’t be con- 
sidered on Sunday," said the 
Wigan coach, Eric Hughes, who 
also accepts the growing likeli- 
hood that Edwards will leave for 
the London Broncos. 

“It’s a matter of Shaun know- 


ing where he wants to play," he 
saxL "If we enforced his contract 
and he didn't want to be here, 
we wouldn't get the best out of 
him." 

Wigan are in talks with 
Castieford over their transfer- 
listed scrum-half, Tbny Smith. 


who Hughes describes as "a 
ready-made replacement". 

Significantly, Castieford have 
left Smith out of their side for 
their opening Super League 
fixture at Salford on Sunday, 
with the 18-year-old Danny Orr 
making his debut. 


blocks 


All Star honour for Chester’s Burton 


Basketball 


RICHARD TAYLOR . 

| Mike Burton's transformation of 
the Chester Jets from no hop- 
ers to title challengers has been 
rewarded with' his selection as 
coach for the Nortli in the Bud- 
weiser Le^jue AH Star game,' 
against the South at Sheffield 
.Arena on Monday week. 

After five consecutive years 


. in the League’s bottom three, 
Chester are already guarai^ 
teed themost successful season 
■in the history even if they do not 
win another game. Beaten by 
London- Towers; in the 7 : Up 
League trophy final earlier this 
month, they began the week, 
joint second in the League and 
are pushing for a top-four fin- 
ish and home advantage in the 
play-off quarter-finals. 

Burton said; “We can still- get 


a title tins season and well be af- 
ter the play-off final at Wemb- 
ley. It’s a great honour to coach 
the AD Star team, particularly as 
Tve been voted in by my peers.” 

The League's coaches named 
Birmingham Bullets’ Nick Nurse 
to coach the South for the sec- 
ond season. Nurse led them to 
their third successive win last sea- 
son to take the series to 4-4. 

Burton is one of only five Eng- 
lishmen taking part in an event 


dominated by Americans. 
Sheffield Sharks' Roger Huggins 
is the only English player in the 
North’s side. Burton's team in- 
cludes three of his Jets: Ross 
Saunders, making a record 
eighth appearance, H3hiy Scott 
and Billy Singleton. 

South include three English- 
men - London Towers' Karl 
Brown, and Peter and Richard 
Scantlebury of Thames Valley 
and Crystal Palace respectively. 


Davis Cup call-up for Richardson 


Tennis 


Andrew Richardson, who is 23 
today, was given an early birth- 
day present yesterday when he 
was included in Britain's squad 
of five for the Davis Cup tie 
against Zimbabwe at Crystal 
Palace National Sports Centre 
from 4 to 6 ApriL 
The 6ft 7in Lincolnshire left- 
hander has been selected with 
Tim Henman. Greg Rusedski, 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Seizinger leads German World Cup sweep 


=# 


Skiing • ;• . 

Katja Seizinger won her second 
successive super-giant slalom 
race at Vail Colorado, yeswx- , 
day while Hilde Gerg finished . 
second to capture the seasonal 
title - taking advantage of a rare 
mistake by Ferhilla Wb6rg- as . 
Germany claimed the top three 
places in the World Cop finals. 


.-.Seizinger, who also won a 
World Cup super-G race last 
.week ai Mammoth Mountain, 
California, beat the rest of the 
field by a huge, margin of 
(XOSsec while winning with a 
; time of lmm 15.73sec. 

"Today Was my day. I bad a 
perfect rim," said Seizinger, 
the Olympic downhill champion 
at the 1994 Lillehammer 


Games. Gerg finished with 
1:16.53 - the second-place fin- 
ish giving her enough points to 
go to the top of the super-G 
standings with 490 points. 
Seizinger ended up second in 
the standings with 474 points. 

Wiberg, who had already 
wrapped up the overall and 
slalom titles, missed a gate and 
was disqualified. 


England poised to end their seven-year hitch 

: ' ' v match today against the de- 


BowtS - 

England took a decisive st^pto-: . 
wards ending' the seven-year 
wail since their Jastwin Hi-tlie-:. 
Home International . Indoor . 
Championships- by beating 
Wiles 313-108 in Baltymoney, 


butt 


down with a few ends remain- 
ing before England reasserted 
^>jJbe title. their authority, 

tgland just shaded the Andy Thomson finished as 
~ fire ends 26-25 and by ■ the top scorer for the second 
mark led 52-50 - . successive day with a 20- 13 win 
over John Price and David 
Wird beat PhD Rowlands 23-17, 


ID iXUIJUIUUCjry. Mmmf — r . + 

Co Antrim, yesterday. • . ! ' Qver thelast quarter Engand whDe Greg Harlow added Eng- 

The vfctbrjr leaves' England increased ifiefr lead to 21 shots ‘ land's third win beating Stephen 
needihgonty a draw in their last . but WUes hit back to be just two Rees 18-13. 


.v-i* 


Badminton 

YDNEX ALL ENGLAND CHAMTOMSWG (Bhro- 
bi0iM» Men’s quOtor-fl nab: Dam* to^tCM- 
nalSP Rasmussen [Dsn) 15-12 IS*. H Altai 
dnffl fit Luo Yljjang (Ouna) 8-15 15-9 15 - 6 . 
Woman's qMrteMknH: Db hoi (CNrav tat Zhang 
(Qw*) 511 12 - 11 11 - 8 . VOZhsoying K 3 ht 
raj M Kim (S Kor) 11-7 11 - 1 . 

Basketball 

MBA; Indsme 92 Atone 82 ; Utah 117 New Jer- 
sey 102 : CJvcapi 1 D 8 PHtooelptia 104 ; Wash- 
msttH 104 Vancouver Bl Oitandofifi Houston 
9 & IA Lams 109 GoUen Stats 102 . 

Bowls 

HOME INTERHAH 0 IMI. INDOOR: CHAMPION- 
SHIPS (BoEymonah Co AnMnEEnBmdMHhles 
113 - lOB (Enedcps trtf 0 HanowtatS Mas 1 B- 
13 . G A sntfi ux to J Qeentoie 12-20. A Thom- 
son tai J Pnca 20 - 13 . & R Smith ba to M Ansuy 
17 - 21 A Ateoek ana H Mtoe tow 23 - 23 . D WM 
MPRmtsnds 23 - 17 . 

Cricket 

The former Australian Test batsman Leo 
O’Brien, one of only tun sun/hms of ttie 
famous Boriydne senes against England 
in 1932 - 33 , died yesterday at the age 
of 89 . Sir Donald Bradman Is now the 
onty Australian sunrivorof the sales, 
asnao SHIELD (Rrat day of fast): Sydney: 
TasnnnM 37D for 4 U Ca> li3. R RaflrigSAl v 
New South IMA*. BtWwmb Queensland 277: 
South Austnia 26 for 3 IMbemnm Wcsona 205 
tar 9 (S Ciag 90nOt » Wtaton AustialB. 


Loasw Pmttar DMshKi: Baktacft 0 
Grauesena 8 Honhflea 5 ; Menann AFC 3 Aslv 

km a hhm OkUaR setos Bnaj0i i sbm<- 

bncgp 3 . Sautham DMakHU Dartfonl 1 
Bu3oiW<emTlCMna;SilBtxwlsSmmciDa4Ha- 
vamZ. IMBond LaaeuaCttaaaaeo Cup Sami- 
IM Brat tacAccrrgfon Stanley 1 GWEDorougi 
Tmty O. IMTHi Hid B M s Ion Cop « a m l fl nsl 
first NT Ashton lltd 2 H&raogam Town i. 
IWaport United Comtiei Imam Pronfior W- 
«Won: Untaas BUdatane 0 Boston Town 3 . 
W w t l ie m Cou nU — East bwps Pronto Dt- 
vUoo: D(s®oy 3 Selby 1 . ScmA Bract Uaew 
Pronto DfiMontMitM 3 BratoortO. fritar 
nlloa Browoiy Northnm Lu(m Fhot DMstom 
a«nghom s^nhonc 6 West Auetdand 0 ; ShOuon 
t Consett 3 ; Dunam Cay l Saaham Rad Star l_ 
Jomson WOsamtLan^io: EasiCmesVcsA F»- 
taretod Z Horth West ComuKs ImSh Flint 
PMsioiK Damen 2 Rossanoalo 3i Cnheiae 0 
Itoaley 0 . Pres* and lonmM IfiptoM iMflum 
Buownwale 2 Nam County 1 : Ctachnacuadn 
2 Hunvy 1 : Form Metnnca 2 Fan watsun 1 
Loaetm of WUam Cemaes Bw l Canwv 1 : CWnt- 

afii.r- 


Derby 2 . B 

PMSlOIEi 


Cycling 


( 19 T, 

IT 


Dten 2 Inter Cafito-Tei Canifl : 

Cap qaartanWai saeoad lor Ton Panel Nov 
toe i 0 fib n Pen oe win 3 -Q_on i ag yyya.JIawi 
Murnooa Co tiW i U iUQ ii rmt DhIiIuc Bran* 
Cay 5 Chelsea o: Bnsmi Roms 1 Cansn CKy 0 
to >a#M: OiffWn 2 Southampton 0 : OUbm Utd 
5 Arsenea 0 ; Ponsmoudt 1 Mtoal 0 : Swndon 0 
Nonadi J- PnaHno lenctw Premier OMtoc 
r 1 Btabttaum 1 ; Uverpod 0 Bofton 2 . Rrat 
: Aston Vfia 3 HuddenSeU 2 tta MHuO; 
Btaumool O Nona County 2 : Presion 3 Leooster 
Q-. Wen Bromucn ABaon 0 Wolves 1 rat Hafe- 
sanen lavn). Second DMatoiE Braatonl Cny 3 
tut 1 ; Bunvey a Carteie 2 . Third DMstoR: Buy 
p DatCncion O; Uncoln 1 Scunthorpe 3 : Rochdala 
3 llramra Sca'ionx^i ? wtWaii 1 . FA Youth 

Cup rath maid: Crystal Pataca 1 Tottenham 0 
(at Pkxgh Lane: to bee p wo fltaeMwm or Nor- 
Mch in IMi-le£ wnMfnen. Btow d to StaMMUt 

C««c 1 Manmstei a 1 . 

BotuEse Domrund 3 [feed* 


Neil Broad and Mark Petchey 
for the Euro-African zone 
group one tie. The winners will 
go forward to the World Group 
qualifying round from 19 to 21 
September, and if Britain were 
successful against Zimbabwe 
and in the qualifying round 
they would return to the Warld 
Group of the top 16 nations. 

One member of Britain's 
squad will have to be discarded 
10 days before the Zimbabwe tie 
and the odd man out is likely to 


I toran, J M ftoahal (Sol. i Rack Owi. PMtcnel 
R tool. R Coles. M Fan* IFrl, D SOM (Poo. C 
Masn. T .tantieme (Ztan). S HenJenon, M * MB'- 
on (Spl. PCury, P Qumo Own). A Bostot ( 5 wm. 
A Bmagfii TO. D IWacnrt. * SandywA. 71 I 
SanaBm (Sue), S Una fSpj. i Hoegffnan rSwei. 
GOn.M Halh«E SOraooasonnlTO. PClay- 
don. J Rnsni (Stu. 0 Hi 0 ns. M Sco^m W. D Ed- 
ina {Swei. U Mcuan. R Lee. 1 Cocots tAi 0 . B 
Lane. I FMki (Spl. K Edhssnn iSwel. A Hintar, A 
Snereome. u Tumeifl. M Goggn uvuu. j Gdtv 
haflen iSvwl, S UcAhsur. 

KENYAN OPEN (MnthaftM Umdtnc Bm -ro u nd 
ocor— (SB or hi tnleaq qtatofl: 85 PHbtocti; 
SS S Daniels BA»: J Cantera £Ai«: 87 M Moan 
B McCol: C VSn der Vettte (Nethi: S BumeH;FKa- 
mau Itten]; 88 M Ramanen Fnh T Van der Wan 
(SAjr G Shoesnvtn; F Cupditt IF/ 1 : M suus h 
hHwnlNoti: h Censor* iLIS): *J PSnoiar «en>; 
89 S Cnrwt; M Lnon; W Ptot A Whsorc L Janes 
f Cea (Spl: M Male TO; H Benakn 1 Nethi: K 
SBwgHwi (U»« E caittwg (to*). Stoctto 70 
D Janas S Bn»«: J Wnew I HMhsMxtft a Cans 
71 M Gmpon; P Svnpson: W Guv; R Enwards; R 
Dnasao.-n M McGurR G Harvey: R Tnworth; 
D Lynn. 


be Pbtchey. Henman and Rused- 
ski. who have already reached 
five ATP Tour finals between 
them this year, will undoubted- 
ly be the two singles players. But 
Richardson could make bis 
Davis Cup debut in the doubles 
with cither Henman or Broad. 

Zimbabwe will be repre- 
sented by the Black brothers. 
Byron and Wbyne, and wfl] not 
be easy opponents. Byron Black 
aJreacfy has two victories over 
Henman to his credit. 


for two years after tailing a drugs test 
Fofsgnen. 23, spent cum years with 
Cradley Heath but missed out last sea- 
son after faBng to agree personal terms. 

Squash 

RENAULT AUSTRIAN OPEN (lira} Hret ro un d: 
Jansnor Khan fPotn M A doutfi (Wan 15-11 15- 
10 155- P Gregory iCn H D Seanr* (Am) 11- 
55 15-8: G Ftv&n^iCani In B Mimn 


Smart 
start for 
Phillips 


Golf 


Hockey 


HBTS WOR 1 D CUP QudKter (Koala Lunpur): 
8/12 ptacoK Swnzeitand 2 Befenus 0 ; Soufh 
Alhca 4 Ireland 0 . EVBttc Canada 2 Aiperana 
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(Bell 51 * JftnirjKc 2 M Quolkn TO: 3 L Jal- 
ofiwt ffrl: 4 yi Heny (A); 8 C Capcne IFri; 6 F 
BakbiDCt}aflswitatam£.(hwraflctKySn^(<#- 
tarfiiia otatoR: 1 L Jafeftait 1&07 JA; 2 P Chao- 
teur IFH + 24 sec; 3 T Staete (Bed + 26 S 9 C 4 L 
DutulSaRU + 38 : SD Rou» ITrt + 00:6 C Mow 

au (F ft +4?. 

Football 

Sunderland haw agreed a fee of 
£125,000 wtft Aartius for thetr Dan- 
ish Under-21 international midfielder. 
Kim Hleselbeg. 

Ipswich haw sfried the 2S-yesr-oid Bury 
goalkeeper Lee Btacey on a month's 
loan. He will cover fix Richard Wright 
whUe Crag Rarest is away on Interna- 
tional duty with Canada. 

WAITS UNDER -21 SQUAD (Enropoan Undaf- 
21 aiampkMoMp Group Seven v Pei fibe a. 
S wan— a. 28 Montt: Martaln (CanWn, A 
Wmaoe WacklMnl, Befleogr (NorvwM. Broca 
(WraMrrn. Coet» tSwanwaJ, Edwmh 
(SNenseai.HBtottiCaraffl.HafihnEiARcnVll- 
Oj. taann (Cw*m.To«v« Canwr). Oner tGrvns- 
byl. Phaips (CarBm. Rrenasut Brtsol RwoU, 
« RoiKfta IUvopogO, P Roberts (Wrwtaml, 
Aablnson IWolvorh am ptan). Rowtud* (Man- 
chB3ttr o^y), Thome* (aaefciun). E WUaoas 
(Cpemarfon). Stend-tay player*: ornery 
(Snareeaj. awdiani (Wean). P enww to ffiMs- 
IdROWSI. 

FA CARUNG PREUERSW R e MT Bn fied Bx- 
iBto Mm 24 HBR UxUlant)u 0 h V Noons- 
narn Forest Wed 8 Apr W m Ham v 
MlricSeatrtAKn. Son 13 Apr: ShdteU Wwlnti 
to t Newostte. Tsw fi Mey: Wntatedon v Uv- 
eipoel. Wifi 7 Mar uanenester uus v 
MKUMbrough PostpoMd: Sets Apr teces- 
tBrvSIieAeU WBdnoRfeqr. 

NATUMWIDE HXHBAU LEAGUE Ro-arraoeed 
ftrturorTaalSApnl^CoirTyuPVrnoutfiAr- 

WEBNESOATTS LATE RESULTS: Cooa-ColJ 
QroSoBiMhialceaindltoUaSealnOGtOCfa- 
pert 1 etaT-l on ^tagateJ. FA 

MM ProntoMfiK l*W W> 0 Soumwwon 
ft StoTWOd 2 SuntoM U Ham 3 Chafca* 
2 . H eBu vfc te Fncttaill Leeflue Hnfi D Wl to a : 
OPR 0 RBBdtaff 2 - Second DMatan: »whaii 2 
Ulan 1. flrifa Sggtttab leefiOe Promtor PM- 
don: ReitoSO DuMee UB 2 . SeeeMl OMehoe 
SwMuaaraHenmion L fcfc Laepv Praeto P- 
- - - - , Dr 


6 ®h™f 


CO. 74 Qupusn 
ft Faneis Ousseworf 2 lYBtn- 


A-Maunenl aa G 2 i Fnerxjrg 1 (Ram pen BtTi; 
laGOMuncti 3 ICemy 22 . Wml(tef 42 . 531 a»v- 
er Leveifcusen Ct Ammo BieMttM 2 Wune 10 . 
28 > Bayern Munch 0 . SpeeMi Cqi ^tarter 8 - 
iwUe vecond hqp Boroeiona 5 (Bofs*» 47 . 50 . 
69 . Bga 65 . Pttn 82 ) Aoeoco MsunQ A .Panne 
9 . 28 . pen 31 , 51 ) (Barcelona win 7-6 an u# 
gre^«ni.' Esjarnd 1 Lbs PsOrwe 1 Mgg: 1-1. Lx. 
pBkrat. net on MoyfloabJ. DntehGupQuerter- 
Mk H Aftmaer 0 weem a THwrg 2 ; hetaimw 
Spon 2 V 0 eHeAmlveml;Heeretheen 2 F 4 yefle- 
otti 1 . loteroetlowl W e i idB ee (am ple ): tta- 
oonta 0 Augusta (A vumar 89 i; rial AvW): tawM 
OSvmen 1 (A Anderson 68 ): (Oetreve): Cescti 
Hecuofcc 2 (Kute 21 . Rarta 63 ) Potand 1 Bein- 
slu 90 . Enropoan Under^l C h e ro p j onohlp 
eronb Three (Pee): Fwn» l (Henry 6 Bj 
I 3 TO 0 . 

Golf 

PORTUeUEBEOPEN (AroeM, Ub»| I 
firoMHind aoere* (69 er ut larim MaO I 
P muiay (As). 68 M Angjen ISmel. 87 V Prdps, 
A Sotntao (RM, □ HospnBi CSpi. U Jornm (Smb). 
88 J Weds lAusl P Bmadhuno. P Uene. M Roe, 
P UnhoilSp). W «ey lAal . W M A Jimenez »U , 
A Cake (Gw), M Dews. N resai (S*ei. W Ben- 
nBQ. S Alan (Aus). R Runofl. 0 Bonees Bo). J 
M Carezares (So). I Gamdo (Spl. A Canete fAicl. 
G Oa*. P GaUn& P Affieek 70 M James. D Qerte. 


0 : Malaysia 3 Mgrum 0 . Sami- final*: Spain 
5 New Zealand i; Poland 0 Korea l- Canada 
andlAahysiajointtie/oursemi-tinaGaiasqwi- 
taers fcr trte Worto Cup ta the Neffrertenas noa 
year. 

R g H ESe wmaiVE HATCHES (Portsmouth: 
Army 2 Cwd Servce 4 ; Neuy 5 Bnush Pdce 3 . 

Ice hockBy 

Kit: HwtfarU 6 Bosrcm 3; NY Rawer-; 3 Wash- 
IngWn 2RUfiA>y Unon; CncaRD 3 Toronm 2: Cal- 
Suy 3 COtarxta 2: Phosnn 5 Pmstaurgh 5 (ok 
A nahesn 2 Detrotf 1- 

Rugby Umoo 

SCOTLAND A (v France A, Rodez. today): D 
Lee (lanoon Scoaslv. DS&rti (Me*ose». C Mire- 
ray (HawcN, R EHhaeon (lonoon scwushi, l 
Kto IWtoaWMJ. A DmoMhi (Cum.). G Bum* 
(Warsortartw. M Browne (Mrtrose), G BuOocft 
(WesttfSooUenO). SRe^pBon (FtatHs), SMor- 

rh (BedtanT. S Srlmes iwatsoners). C Mato 
er (Wttaonara). C Hon iNMrose. cepu. S 
Hobaes (London Scottehi. RaptaeemaatK S 
Leofi [Herd's PP). S MeM iMebomn. I Fair- 
ley dtebo). S Reid ifloroutfvnuin, j Manaen 
(Strtng County), 1 Hay (Hawn*). 

Snooker 

THARAKD OPEN (Banfiht*) Qwefer-finata: P 

it J Pamn r " 

KEn£) 53. 


15 155 155 
lAusi 12-15 15 B 1513 15 B: i Borntal IFri R 
D M«kMg 5 (Engl 15-8 1517 157 1511 ; D 
JfflMKiIAusl DID Ryan (Ml 1510 3-15 15 -J 3 15 
6: ZaraL Jahan Khan .Paw MMCimsfEno 17- 
16 1510 515 1515 . C Roeono lAun U J tutor 
(Arc 11-15 1511 1511 515 159 ; R Eyres Mu&J 
H M Heam (Seal 13-15 15 - 1 * 12-11 ret. 

Sumo 

SPRMG GRAND TDURNMOENT (Osaka, Japan) 
Hlth day ct 15 c Datura, (nan 2 . bK 3 i M Too* 
iwiaoa r 3 - 2 »: OencnM 0-21 nt Meapsaio il- 
4 i; Mrooriui' < 4 -l> tat Coioio{ 2 - 3 I: Dame ( 4 -U 
U YOirdW . 2 - 3 ); KBrnanouims ( 3 - 2 ) U Sn*- 
isrwtie ( 2 - 3 j; Rrtoo ( 2 - 3 ) tat honurnia ( 53 - 2 - c 
Aagnama 14 -U cn Tocnmorefta ( 3 - 21 : M««u- 
rei ( 3 - 2 1 m Kotnnanime ( 3 - 2 j: hiBkachnois . 3 - 
21 bl Assrorolo ( 1 - 4 ); Kpaum On 2 ) brGamu 
i 2 - 3 >: Tsmotesuga ( 3 - 2 ) bt Asatovutaica ( 2 - 3 ): 
Koauyu ( 1 - 4 ) h Asanosho ( 1 - 41 : DaBM 0 3 ) 01 
hcsorKMBkB [l-Al.-Tosanomi . 2 - 3 . R Terao iO- 
5 ): TstatorOa . 4 - 1 ) r Kan ( 4 -jj: marosMoa 13 - 
2 l 01 Musoyoma ( 2 - 3 ): Takanonara ( 50 i br 
fuolashuzsn ( 1 - 4 ): Musaslunsru ( 50 ) M hertho 
( 1 - 4 ); AMMnno ( 5-01 or Tochtouma (l- 4 i; Ta- 
tenohana ( 4 -u m hotonamio ( 2 - 3 l. 

■ efenotes essence. 


England's Van Phillips, wearing 
a tie and long-sleeved shirt be- 
cause of a sponsorship deal fired 
a fivc-under-par 67 to lie just two 
strokes behind Australian Peter 
O'Malley after the first round of 
the Portuguese Open at Aroeira 
yesterday. 

The 24-year -old from Maid- 
enhead matched O'Malley's 
seven birdies, but bogeys at 
the fourth and eighth, both par 
threes, dropped him into a 
share of third place, the Swede 
Max AngJert moving into sec- 
ond with a 66. 

Jose Maria Olazabal. who de- 
scribed the bookmakers who 
made him favourite for the ti- 
tle as “a little bit insane", was 
not changing that view- despite 
a two-under 70 in only his sec- 
ond event back after an IS- 
month injure lay-off. 

Olazabal has now scored un- 
der par in four of his first five 
rounds back and yesterday re- 
ceived the Johnnie Walker 
golfer of the month award for 
February for his 12lh-plaee fin- 
ish in Dubai. 

Seve Ballesteros is involved 
in a fight to avoid his fourth suc- 
cessive missed cut this season 
following a 73, while Howard 
Gark had a 74 which included 
a quintuple-bogey eight on the 
142-yard 14th where he put 
three balls into the lake guard- 
ing the green. 

Steve Richardson, second to 
Ballesteros on the 1 WI Order 
of Merit, is faringa fifth missed 
cut in a row after a 7S and Sam 
Torrance slumped to an 81 
without a single birdie. 

■ Ian Woosnam said yesterday 
that he may join Nick Faldo on 
the United States lour. Woos- 
nam, winner of the Masters in 
1991, is considering the switch 
because of sponsorship spin-offs. 
“For my sponsors to get more 
deals I must play in America,'' 
Woosnam said. “In Europe it is 
now difficult to get those deals.” 


Table tennis 

ENGLISH NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS (Brign- 

toa. Marling today) Men's Beads 1 M Eyed 
(Bedoiwi. 2 A Com* (DedNSDirei.S A to*y .De- 
wni, 4 B Btopon [Dettystwel. 5 P Dourias WW- 
yndonroj- 8 J HaSona (Earn. 7 N Mason (Suisbu. 
8 D OaKB [Surrey] Women's saads I 4 hot 
(L ancashire). 2 N Deaton .Derwutnrei. 3 H Lrv.- 
er (Saftonfchire). 4 L Raotore iEssw. 5 G Scrvxvc 
laervvwei. 6 M (tones iNtnsi. 7 * (Mkj- 

ffleset). 

Tennis 

Andre Agassi has oeen named in the 
US Daws Cup squad for the forthcom- 
ing matches against the Netherlands. 
Tom Gullihson. the team captain, an- 
nounced on Wednesday that Agassi. 
Jonathan Stark and Re K Leach mil join 
Jim Courier in the American team that 
wfll ptay the quarter-final matches on 
4-6 April in Newport Beach. California. 
COPENHAGEN MEN'S OPEN Single*, first 
round: T Caroont* iSji W E E«*e ilm 52 52 ' 
K unveu (SAi M G Solos IFri 54 7 - 5 : F Feaer. 
lere (Deni 01 DVacrt Itz Rwi 52 57 52 Sec- 
ond round: i hieWh iSHNA. R M Nornran 
4-6 6 - 4 , 52 : T ionartsson i&w. oi A '.Oho. (Rwi 
4-653 52 : K Kucfera IStouelu tat F Suriort- (Fit 
51 4-6 51. 4 areted) . Fo ^ nflntlrewn due 
do mBucma. 

EVERT WOMBTS CUP (tndton Wells. CoSO Sln- 
gte*GBeitar4laals:MJF«n , drde: ruSitalC^ta-- 
I4to (Spi S-4 54: 1 SpwtKi i Rom. bl N Tjuaoi 
ifn 6-4 52:1 Davenocn 'US R v Wdiaira -USi 
6-4 5-7 7-6. 


Etldon (E nO tat J Porrm (Eng) 50: R CSuHnsn 
t&® KSlM 


Speedway 

Edmbufgh have sifted Jonathan Fore- 
gren, the Swedish international, as a 
replacement tor the Italian Test rider. 
Stefano AKonso, u*iO has been banned 


TODAY’S FIXTURES - 


Football 

730 unless stated 

NATIONWIDE HX9T8AU. LEAGUE 
THIRD DIVISION 
CenUff v Doncaster (7 JO) . 


aricheoter v Menefield (7.46) ■■ 

IMBOND LEAGUE Hist DMctaic Radaiflo Bar- 
ougn v Great Haroo&d. 

UTOJET SUSSEX COUNTT LEAGUE John OTtero 
LiMgue Cm seml-flnafc Hassods vUUi (7.45) 
UI SOUfflMCU. 

LEAGUE OF WA 1 E 5 : Etabw Ueie v OwrtosR. 

FAI HARP rUTIONAL LEAGUE Premier DMbIocb 
S narreoc* Rouen v Home Fare Ewnon (7.45). 


UNDER-21 INTERNATIONAL: frsrXr i- ScailnO 
1 6.0) laf Ares). 

REFHESCN 1 ATIVE HATCH: WN«n Unn#rc,unr , 
Engiisn Ureuereimns r 2 JCn f-n GtT^'^e.cjro.rd. 
CLUB HATCHES: Armsvon v Brad < 7 . 0 .: BM- 
lon) i Gloucester: Uoseiey * Nonhorrastoc: Mcr- 
nngtaro v Lewsie* i 7 . 15 i: Cress »&f. v iwwpw: 
(7jDr; BoroufhrnuiT v Siduart's MavUft F P; no)- 
so » Watsonians i7.15i. Mi.e.w.tog*' v Prg&w 
17.15): Hand. V PeBOies 17.15). 


Rvt^»y League 


7 JO untosstaud 

STOfCS SUPER LEAGUE: Bradtart v Wwrmcnr. 
Hr« DMalen: Oewstniry v H»A Kmgicn Rover; 
17 . 451 . 

Rugby Union 

7.30 uuais gated 

A INTERNATIONAL: France A v Santana A 
I& 30 ) (at Hafez). 


Basketball 

BUOWE 1 SER LEAGUE: MancNeflei Guns v 
NmosUa Ea gat [7J0j. 

Other sports 

BADfiUNTOte VonBAtEn^aiflOsw'Charito'.k'- 
inaik rfjiA. BemmpMtri]. 

BOWLS: MrTi H»t» Unonaunal Oiaropcvurtw 
(SaRyiwe>. Co Anirnni. 

B 0 XMB: Brian ugni-renWiewigri: line canvas 
IReaUmi). RRhodasiSnataeifl. nomartuDarvar. 

RALLYING: Welsh Rally. 

SWIMMING: Bntafl Grena ?n> rreol .Camitf' 
TABLE 1BMS: Eng^ Chanwshps 'B^aoni. 


ON WEDNESDAY IT WAS THEM. 

Draw date: 12 / 3 / 97 . The winning numbers: 3 . 4 , 5 , 18 , 22 . 25 . Bonus number: 12 . 
Total Sales: £ 26 . 886 . 315 . Prize Fund: £ 12 , 098,841 ( 45 % of ticket sales). 



M-B-™™ 



Match 6 (Jackpot) 

2 

£1,667,110 

£3,334,220 

Match 5 plus bonus ball 

20 

£51.295 

£1,025.900 

Match 5 

571 

£1.122 

£640.662 

Match 4 

32.012 

£44 

£1.408,528 

Match 3 

56 8. BBS 

£10 

£5.686.880 

TOTALS 

601.293 

1 £12.096.190 


QCemeiot Group pie. Heyer* must be IS er ever 


Breakage (Diires rounded 4 '»m re neere*t Li). t 2 £ 51 . 


4 


m '» IB the national lottery' 

(n Ore even! rt any dURtpeney mi me ebMre, the dele contanep in Camelot cemroi campuie* sysrerr snail prevail. 


> 







f X r >V- 
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Wing on a mission 

England’s Jon Sleighthoime is 
ready for the Welsh, page 26 


sport 
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BullishPaul 

Bradford captain primed for 
Super League opener, page 27 



Davies back for his Wales swan-song 


Rugby Union 


CHRIS HEWETT 

Rob Andrew's startling return 
to the England squad yesterday 
may have been greeted by an 
impromptu chorus of “Here 
comes the Messiah" from his 
colleagues, but the real Chosen 
One will be on the other side of 
half-way when tomorrow's 
Triple Crown match kicks off in 
Cardiff. Nine years after he last 
started a Five Nations game for 
his country. Jonathan Davies 
will take the Geld clad in the 


most mystical sporting jersey of 
them all: the Wfelsh No 10 shirt 

If it sounds like rugby’s equiv- 
alent of a Darby and Joan re- 
union - both men are in their 
dotage at 34 - it could hardly be 
more appropriate. So many 
memories and fond farewells 
are on tomorrow's agenda - 
Davies, Andrew, WEI Carling 
and the Arms Park itself have 
reached the point of no return 
- that the nostalgia will seep 
from every pore. 

By some distance the most 
gifted outside-half to emerge in 
Britain since the halcyon days 


of Barry John and PhD Bennett, 
Davies is quite plainly not the 
player he was prior to his move 
to rugby league in 1988. That 
being said, he has more than 
enough know-how and pure 
footballing instin ct to make a 
decent fist of fining in for his in- 
jured apprentice, the preco- 
cious Arwel Thomas, and 
England, in particular, suffered 
such traumas in trying to con- 
tain him during his golden run 
in the mid-1980s that it will be 
no great surprise if they freeze 
the moment he touches the 
balL 


Miracles, however, are always 
at a premium, even for a play- 
er considered by his nation to 
be touched with genius. The 
Welsh delayed their team an- 
nouncement in the belief that 
a whole casualty list of injuries 
would clear op in time for the 
championship final e but when 
they named it yesterday, it be- 
came clear that they had acted 
more in hope chan expectation. 

Ieuan Evans, Scon Gibbs 
and Colin Charvis, three of the 
more influential performers 
among a resurgent band of 
Red Dragons, bowed out re- 


luctantly after training and even 
though Simon Hill. Nigel 
Davies and Kingsley Jones are 
no strangers to the rigours of in- 
ternational rugby, the fabric of 
Kevin Bowring’s promising but 
still fallible side looked sub- 
stantially weakened. 

At least the coach was able 
to report a double silver lining 
in the shape of front row for- 
wards Christian Loader and 
David Young. Both first -chose 
props were declared fit to lode 
horns with the old enemy and 
in the light of (he fact that Mike 
Voyle, the inexperienced 


Llanelli lock, will be attempting 
to live up to his obvious poten- 
tial in the second row, Bowring 
was understandably relieved 
that he could depend on a tried 
and trusted unit at the sharp 
end. 

As for Davies, the old confi- 
dence was much in evidence, 
even though be admitted that 
be would start the game cm “one 
leg” due to a knee problem. “1 
know we've lost some important 

stflHtave 15 internationals on 
the pitch and irrespective of who 
plays on the day, a game against 


England is always an enormous 
challenge that brings , the best 
out of us. 

"Tb be honest, I was disap- 
pointed not to be picked for tbe 
previous Five Nations games; 
certainly, I thought they might 
have brought ine off the bench 
when things were going wrong 
against Ireland. 

“While this is an exciting 
chance for me to bow ont on a 
high - Saturday will definitely 
be my last international ap- 
pearance for Wales - nothing 
could ever match the excitement 
of winning my first cap, which 





Dublin Flyer leads Mr Mulligan (centre), the eventual winner, and Barton Bank over the second fence on the first circuit of the Gold Cup at Cheltenham yesterday 


Photograph; David Ashdown 


Mr Mulligan proves to be the real McCoy 


Racing 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
reports from Cheltenham 

It was not exactly an Irish win- 
ner. but for the hordes that have 
spilled over the water to Glou- 
cestershire this week it was the 
next best thing. The Irish-bred 
Mr Mulligan captured the Gold 
Cup yesterday for the Ulster 
partnership of jockey Tony Mc- 
Coy and trainer Noel Chance. 
The huge horse may be billet- 
ed in Lain bourn, but the roar 
he received on his return was 
from folk who thought of him 
as one of their own. 

Mr Mulligan, it has to be said 
is no oil painting, rather some- 
thing a child might produce on 
the kitchen table with crayon. 
When he was first brought to 
the attention of his owner 


Michael Worcester, it was sug- 
gested he did not check out the 
horse too carefully. “Louise 
Cooper, who is a spotter for us, 
told me to buy him." Worces- 
ter related yesterday. “But she 
warned me not to look at him 
or I would hate the horse. I just 
wrote out a cheque for £1S,000. 

"He isn't a picture and when 
Noel saw him he was disap- 
pointed at this great orange 
thing with white spots." 

Pretty is as pretty does, how- 
ever, and Mr Mulligan was just 
about the best novice chaser last 
year until he whacked one fence 
too many at this meeting 12 
months ago. This season he was 
destined for second place in the 
King George V] Chase at 
Kempton before landing on 
his nose at the uliunate barri- 
er. Since that day his trainer has 
always had one eye on the 


clock. A haematoma the size of 
a grapefruit in the horse's back 
proved difficult to treat “I nev- 
er thought we’d miss this race 
but it got a bit uncomfortable." 
Chance said 

There was little agreeable, ei- 
ther, about the gelding's final 
piece of work at Newbury 10 days 
ago. Mr Mulligan performed 
like the beasts once employed by 
United Dairies. “Wc sent him 
over two miles and he was so bad 
I promise you that if he had run 
in the bumper here he would 
have finished two furlongs be- 
hind” McCoy said “But after 
that I schooled him over eight 
fences at Lam bourn and he went 
quicker than at any stage at 
Newbury. I was much happier." 

Neverthless, the binoculars 
were largely trained elsewhere 
when Mr Mulligan entered the 
parade ring yesterday. Barton 


Bank, the old soldier, carried 
neck markings that lend him the 
appearance of a spotty adoles- 
cent, while the diminutive Do- 
rans Pride tip-toed around as if 
the tarmac had been mined Mr 

3Jsa»wfcwawoaoida»(Bm2rMiiyd<' 
1_ MR MUUJ8AN A P McCoy 20-1 

2. Barton Bunk O Waisfi 33-1 

3. Dorans Pride J P Broderick 10-1 
Abo me 4-1 fan Impend Can hadad up). 
7-1 Dare* ffnfl). 7-1 One Man (Btti). 15-2 
Coome Hfl f7W).3-l Down R^r frin lnd tqd. 
121 Cytmip {«»), 16-1 Cnai*m0y Du Luc 
(BtJi). Unt'sW Mesne 20-1 ftafrttien 
lad (pttfed 33-1 Banjo {ptdod op), 501 
Go Bans* <«W. 

14 rare 9. Vr. 6. 5. 16- (Winner framed fry 
Noel T Chance at Lamfrounu. Tote £23.50; 
£4 JO. £5.60. £4.10. DR £296.50. CSF: 
£448335. Woe OJB&M. Nfc A«tt«nn&* 

Mulligan, a chestnut and fawn 
creature, reminded of a horse 
tied up to a rail outside the cow- 
boy saloon. Then, as the field 
filed out, came a telling gesture. 
"He shook his head violently," 
Chance said “And he onlv does 


that when he's feeling on very 
good terms with himself." 

The 20-1 shot had others 
shairing their heads when he col- 
lided with a fence, but that was 
the wake-up call. “When I gave 
him a little smack he wanned 
up and I knew when I Tel him 
stride on that he was warming 
to his task,” McCoy said 

Other riders had less en- 
couraging messages. Conor 
O'Dwyer had to pull up Impe- 
rial Call after the gelding be- 
haved like an impostor of the 
horse that collected this crown 
12 months ago, and a similar fate 
befell Danoli. Coome HID was 
run off his feet and One Man all 
but collapsed in the straight Up 
front the orange thing with 
spots put nine lengths between 
him and his nearest pursuer. 

For McCoy it was the dimax 
of an outstanding Festival, 


following his successes in the 
Arkle Chase and Champion 
Hurdle on Tuesday. The man 
from Co Antrim was a Flat jock- 
ey until he could not do his 
trousers up and has already 
climbed many of National Hum 
racing's towers by the age of 22. 

Noel Chance's career has 
been less meteoric. It took him 
20 years to train 100 winners in 
his homeland before the ice- 
cream man cometh. Michael 
Worcester, whose company 
manufactures ice-cream cones, 
installed him as a private train- 
er in Lam bourn two years ago. 
Chance's yard has an admirably 
realistic name for the specula- 
tive business of horseracing. 
They call it Folly House. 

Chance has swiftly made 
himself a popular addition to 
the echelon of trainers in the 
valley of the racehorse. He is a 


modest figure who delights in 
his role as a family man. and 
about his only extravagance is 
a tumbler of whiskey in the 
Queen’s Anns at East Garston. 

As he stood on the pmnade 
yesterday it must have seemed 
a long way down to the place 
where Chance started on his 
trek as a toiling small trainer on 
the Curragh. “I’ve struggled 
foryeaxs training in Ireland and 
I now know there is light at the 
end of the tuhneL” he said. 
“There is a God." 

Cheltenham reports, page 25 


was the ultimate goal StflL to 
come back in my mid-thirties 
and play agaroe against E n gl a n d 
is something Fm- proud tp 
achieve. A nice bat-trivk would 
fin«b my career perfectly.” v; 

If that does not strike fear 
into a few English hearts, noth- 
ing wilL 

if, EngtewL CanSKtOBMfraM): N 

(towSfl: Stfa (CawMO. A 

jtR«awionfl>.ND wto(U »gffl,C 

nBmwft JDa vIei fCartMT). F* How- 

toy (CamlffiT C Loader {Swansea). J 
ifamOMH {Canfllf, D3p0. DYoom (Cardffl), 

GU e w S l y H (Hartequrefl .,** 

S WBtaas (Nsatfi), s 
K Jones gfrte vaW-Hra*soeraen teS John 
Warn*. P jo te 

ISreMB), D McIntosh .(rontyprida). W 
Praetor (LtaneflQ. C Qutnoofl (fflcreraWl. 


Tug of 
war over 
Waddle 

Football 

ALAN NIXON 


Chris Waddle walked out of 
Bradford City with the intention 
of joining Nottingham Forest 
yesterday — and straight into a 
row between the two dobs. 

The veteran winger hopes to 
sign for Forest today as a play- 
er in time to make his debut 
against Liverpool tomorrow, 
but Bradford are seething about 
the approach. 

Waddle mistakenly thought 
he had an escape clause in ms 
contract, but Bradford are de- 
manding a fee for him - or the 
striker Jason Lee - as com- 
pensation. 

The angry First Division dub 
are also considering reporting 
Forest to the Premier League 
for an illegal approach to Wad- 
dle, who is under contract for 
the rest of the season. 

Waddle announced his de- 
parture before training yester- 
day morning, but was ordered 
□ot to travel to Nottingham un- 
til a fee was arranged. Instead, 
he opened a sports shop in 
Leeds rather than stay at Brad- 
ford’s training ground. 

One pteyer happy to join 
Bradford City is the Bolton 
Wanderers goalkeeper, Aidan 
Davison, who is moving to the 
Valley Parade club on a free 
transfer after a year in the 
shadows at Bolton. He stands 
by to make his debut at Read- 
ing tomorrow in place of the 
suspended Jonathan Gould. 

Jay Notiey, the lS-year-old 
Chariton midfielder, was yes- 
terday given the go-ahead to re- 
sume his football career by toe 
Football Association. 

Notiey failed a drugs test in 
November last year when he 
tested positive for cocaine, 
cannabis and Ecstasy. While 
serving a three-month ban be 
underwent rehabilitation at an 
FA-approved centre. He will re- 
sume training on Monday. 
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Owner considers cloning 
his Cigar without fire 


GREG WOOD 



ACROSS 

I Agricultural enterprises 
where plants are own? (7.5) 

8 Nobody else? (7)" 

9 Does nothing about alterna- 
tive holiday destinations i“i 

I I Runner from BrtxtonV (7) 

12 One's sure to have a five o’- 
clock shadow (7) 

13 Suspiciuous fellow, one easily 
frightened l5> 

14 Ran oF .sentence I've pul last 
- it's the end (91 

16 Took one's leave? (9j 

19 Lamp's out fnr part of church 
service ( 5 \ 

21 Military leader from Havana 
making; a comeback in 
opera? (7) 

23 Mere lad’s nervous, being 
very green 1 7) 

24 Acted incisively, shifting de- 
bris around front of com- 
pound (7> 


25 Learnt with some difficulty 
about transcendental num- 
ber, constamh recurring (7) 

26 It’s the way of the medical 
profession (6. 6) 

DOWN 

1 Wcl paint (6) 

2 How to buy things for cash 
down? (7) 

3 Politician firsL to suggest a 
prayer? (yj 

4 Speak up when entertaining 
sailors with stories (5) 

5 As chemists know, it's a toxic 
substance (7) 

6 Cocktail dress needing knack 
to get in? (7) 

7 UlQmaie tribute from a 
grateful electorate? {4. 2. 6) 

10 They're normally awarded 
seconds after the races finish 
(6.61 


When he was on a racetrack. 
Cigar was always a champion, 
but when it comes to the mat- 
ing game, he is anything but. 
Despite more than 30 attempts, 
the best horse of recent years 
has so far failed to get a "mare 
into foal, and Allen Paulson. 
Cigar’s former owner, is getting 
so desperate that yesterday he 
suggested cloning" as a remedy 
for his horse's ills. 

"We are certainly looking at 
cloning." Paulson told the New 
York ftjsr. “Up to last week. 16 
of 31 bred to Cigar have been 
tested, and none is in foal. 
There's no life in his sperm at 
all. It's a big shock." 

Quite what Paulson might 
hope to achieve by such a 
course of action - even if it were 
possible to overcome the huge 


technical difficulties - is hard to 
say. The sperm of a clone of Cig- 
ar would, almost by definition, 
be as lifeless as those of the orig- 
inal In order to race a done, 
meanwhile. Paulson would need 
to overcome international 
agreements which ban artificial 
insemination and, by implica- 
tion at least, cloning. 

That Paulson could even sug- 
gest such a thing probably says 
more about his frustration at 
seeing the most valuable race- 
horse in the world depreciate 
even more rapidly than the av- 
erage betting slip. Cigar's track 
career, which included a se- 
quence of 16 successive victo- 
ries. was the most lucrative in 
racing historv, earning prize- 
money of afmost SlOnullion 
(£6m). and a successful retire- 
ment to stud could have taken 
the total far higher. 

When Dollv. the cloned 


sheep, was unveiled by the 
Roslin Institute in Edinburgh 
last month, the possibility of per- 
forming a similar operation 
with a horse became a little 
more credible, but if Paulson be- 
lieves it is imminent, he is sad- 
ly mistaken. “Whether it is 
transferable to other species, we 
don't know,” Hairy Griffin, of 
the Institute, said. “Other at- 
tempts will be made with cattle, 
and then probably with pigs.” 

Cloning might eventually al- 
low the owners of prime blood- 
stock to produce carbon copies, 
but whether this would be de- 
sirable for the sport as a whole 
must be questionable. The ge- 
netic variety which is encouraged 
by traditional breeding methods 
is generally a good thing for the 
breed, and even rich and des- 
perate men like Allen Paulson 
may find that such considera- 
tions will stand in their way. . 
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Graveney is new chairman of selectors 


15 Verdict shows discrimination 
J9) 

17 Left western Europe for 
African Country (/j 

18 Measure that's soundh based 
H) 

19 Come before President seek- 
ing amendment to decree (7) 

20 Not in favour of putting prof- 
its into alternative technolo- 
gy? 1 7l 

22 Old theologian, extremely 
lazy, strange to relate (5)' 


Cricket 


David Graveney has, as ex- 
pected. been appointed as 
chairman of England's selectors, 
but there was some surprise 
over the choice of the other two 
members of his panel. Both are 


former England captains, but 
both Graham Gooch and Mike 
Gatling arc still playing in the 
County Championship. 

Gooch has combined playing 
and selecting before but that 
was not popular with the 
then chairman of selectors, 
Raymond Illingworth. 


Graveney, who has been ap- 
pointed until 1999, will stay as 
general secretary of the Profes- 
sional Cricketers' Association, 
but there will be no coffiBict of iip 
terest on disciplinary matters, 
wiridhwfll be handled ty the Eng- 
land Management Committee. 

Derek Pringle, page.27 
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It's simple: invest in 
bricks and mortar. 


Mortgage Express 
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